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CHRISTIAN TRUTH 





Why Attend MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE? 


y It exists for the purpose of providing 

Bible Study. 

Practical Christian work is a required part 
of the curriculum. 

Instruction in gospel music is given 

to every student. 

Adequate training for the mission field 

is supplied. 


The development of Christian character is 
part of its program. 





















“THE WEST POINT OF 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE” 


Moody methods and courses have been the pat- 
tern for the Institute movement for more than sixty 
years. 


An unchanging stand for the Word of God has 
made Moody a center of evangelical Christianity, 
a stronghold of the faith. 


Moody graduates, trained by a resident faculty 
of 40, cover the earth. 


Location in Chicago provides limitless opportuni- 
ties for experience in soul-winning and all forms 
of Christian service. 

Eight basic courses are designed to meet the 
needs for leadership in every field of work. 
Qualified applicants may enroll now for the Fall 
term. Write today for an illustrated catalog and 
application. Address Admissions Correspondent, 
Room ET208. 


(ET eg 


LA SALLE STREET e CHICAGO 





10, TLLINO'US 



































yy isa Lt of wsaiuils fo starting a new magazine 


When ETERNITY was first announced there was no staff. As the sub- 
scriptions came in and work increased, one by one, the staff came together to 
handle the ever-increasing flow of subscriptions. 


But each subscription required a good deal of processing before it could be 
finally filed as a stencil in the subscription list. Cash had to be handled, sub- 
scriptions acknowledged, lists prepared and stencils cut; postal directories con- 
sulted and stencils filed. Many extra hours went into getting things ready for 
the first issue. 


Before that period is wrapped up in history, we want to express appreciation 
to every subscriber for his confidence and help which have made ETERNITY 
possible. 


Our thanks too, for the patience of the subscribers who have been incon- 
venienced by the mistakes which have occurred in the processing of these thou- 
sands of subscriptions. 


To all our subscribers who have taken time to sit down and write a word 
of appreciation of ETERNITY, an extra measure of thanks. We should have 
answered each of these letters. individually but we must express appreciation 
in this manner. 


And remember, ETERNITY is young and must grow. Our August issue will 
be enlarged as a special event but if you help us make it possible we would 
like to send you a larger magazine each month. But before we can do this we 
need rhore subscribers. Subscriptions are the life blood of religious publica- 
tions and our best advertising is done by satisfied subscribers. 


Help us by showing your back copies of ETERNITY to a friend and urging 
him to subscribe. Or, if you are loath to part with your back copies (as so 
many of our subscribers are) why not order a second subscription so you can 
share it with friends? 


Your pastor will surely appreciate seeing ETERNITY if he does not now 
subscribe. Thousands of ministers already receive ETERNITY each month 
and write to say that it proves to be a continued source of help in their work. 
And don’t forget that friend whom you once knew so well but who may now 
be out far from Christian fellowship as a missionary. 


Yes, we are delighted to number you among our subscribers. We are so glad 
to have you that we want more subscribers like you. Please introduce 
ETERNITY to your friends, and tell them how much it means to you. 


Cordially, 


Tue ETERNITY STAFF 

















» + «+ SUNRISE + + «+ 
MOUNTAIN BIBLE CONFERENCE 


SILVER BAY, NEW YORK 


Leeated on beautiful Lake George in the famous 
Adirendack Park regien. 


ELEVENTH SEASON 


Saturday, July 1 to 
Monday, September 4, 1950 


Twe services daily, 9:45 am. and 8:15 p.m. 
Speakers: Paul S. James Lehman Strauss, G. 
Norman Bartlett, 

Black 


CHURCH UNION 


May I congratulate you on the excellence 
of the new magazine? The editorials, Win- 


Jones, Les 4 id MacDonald, Samuel : 
M. Zwemer, William A. Mierop, John Hess dow on the World, and Tomorrow | receive 
McComb, Thomas 8. Field. George Wells Arms, my first attention. The editorial on “Church 
Clarence S. . A. Brandt Reed, A. H. Ree ¥ " 

Stewart, T. Leonard Lewis, Arthur J. Bowen. Union” was particularly interesting to me 


and will be to many here in Canada, for 
we have gone through the whole business 
of union. Any attempt to bring about or- 
ganic union without first establishing unity 
in Christ is utterly hopeless. In fact there 
was greater unity in Christ before the union 
took place than there is now. Man made 
unions are a source of bitterness, because 
the whole emphasis is on the earthly rather 
than on the heavenly. Here all creedal 
statements and confessions of faith were 
thrown to the wind in order to accommodate 
all within the union. The result is that 
there are many disillusioned people today 
who know not what they believe. Church to 
many is nothing more than a code of ethics 
which they find they can have without the 
Church, hence attendance is in a deplorable 
state. 

We acknowledge no divided Church for 
the Church is always one in Christ, although 
there may be many branches to be found on 
earth. Christ to us is not merely a good 
man, an example, nor the one who gives us 
a lift when our strength begins to fail. He 
is to us the Son of God, the Redeemer, with- 
out whom we can do nothing, the One who 
died for our sin and through whom we 
have forgiveness. 


Write fer detailed information te 
SUNRISE MOUNTAIN BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Silver Bay, New York 
Telephone “‘Hague 3121" 

Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Bowen, Founders. 








VACATION WITH A BLESSING! 


Easily accessible by trolley and bus or by 
in. Twenty miles from Philadelphia. 


BETHANNA 


BIBLE AND MISSIONARY CENTER 
Season—July | through Labor Day 
Memorial Day Conference — May 27 - 30 
Victory messages for practical Christian liv- 
ing in today’s world. Outstanding speakers. 
Christian fellowship in a homelike atmos- 

phere. 
Camps for Young People 
Write for folder! 


BETHANNA — Southampton, Pa. 














” Through the summer, PTL Evan- Rev. L. S. van Mosse 
gelistic Teams will be preaching 
to countless thousands of Japanese 

= distributing half a million Gos- 
pels and Testaments. Remember 
them in prayer and support. 











Boissevain, Manitoba 


EDUCATION 


I made a decision today, and I am writing 
to get your viewpoint upon it, for it may 
affect my entire life as a minister of Jesus 
Christ. I had had a course in Sociology on 
my roster here at college. I hadn’t wanted it, 
but the dean insisted. I didn’t say anything. 
Now, I am in that class, and it is taught by 
a Lutheran minister. He seems to be sincere 
enough, but in polite conversation he denies 
the fall of man, the veracity of the Scrip- 
tures, etc. None of the denial is blatant. It 
may be that he is only ignorant of the Word 
of God. But in his place it seems to me that 
ignorance is inexcusable. 

Being disgusted with the whole thing, I 
went to the Dean, and had my course 
changed to College Algebra. I expect to find 
unbelievers in the world, but I can’t stand 
them in the garb of the clergy. Now, I may 
need the Math later on, and I am sure that 
I could never use the Sociology at all. 


while maintaining its two 
Homes in China, is expanding 
its ministry to Lebanon. There 
h 1, Moh -} boys find 
Christ, even as more than 
* 2000 children have been cared 
for and won through the 
Homes in China. Truly 
@ modern day miracle! 





G. A. LUNDMARK, Pres. 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, tit. 
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If my God is everything that He says He 
is (and I believe that He is) then the only 
way a man could find out anything about 
Him would be by His revealing Himself to 
us. That I believe He has done through the 
Holy Scriptures. My prayerful conclusion 
then is that any Christian student (I mean 
born again ones) would be far wiser to sub- 
stitute English Literature, German, French, 
American Literature, Chemistry, etc., for all 
his Philosophy courses. That is if the col- 
lege authorities allow it. They did in my 
case. Do you think this is a wise decision 
on my part? I know that many ministers 
would say that each student must decide 
such things for himself, but I would appre- 
ciate your giving your personal opinion on it. 


A PENNSYLVANIA STUDENT 


No student should be astonished that a 
devil is occasionally ordained to the min- 
istry. God told us that false apostles and 
deceitful workers would be transformed into 
apostles of Christ and that since Satan is 
transformed into an angel of light it is not 
a great thing if his ministers, frequently 
Ph.D.’s, D.D.’s, and other degrees, should be 
transformed into the ministers of righteous- 
ness (2 Cor. 11:13-15). 

The Editor’s advice to the student is in- 
complete because he does not know him. If 
this man is not sure of his own faith, is not 
solidly grounded on the Rock, he would do 
much better in Algebra than with Sociology. 
If he is born again, fully saved, it may be 
necessary for him to deal with such things 
if he is going to give himself to the ministry 
of Christ. An analogy will illustrate our 
point. An ordinary layman does not need to 
spend time with pus or cancer tissue. Many 
doctors practice for years without spending 
any time analyzing these foul things. There 
are specialists, however, who spend entire 
lives, for the benefit of humanity in the 
realm of bacteria and malignancy. So it is 
in the Christian life. 

An ordinary Christian, lay member of a 
church, should never in the course of half a 
century give five minutes to the works of 
Mrs. Eddy and Christian Science, or Mor- 
monism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Modernism 
and other forms of unbelief. This is in line 
with Paul’s teaching to the Romans, “I 
would have you wise unto that which is 
good, and simple concerning evil” (Rom. 
16:19). Some ministers must know more 
about these things in order to meet the need 
of souls and win them to Christ. Some spe- 
cialists need to know a great deal more 
about them. 

Some perfectly sound ministers who have 
been trained simply and who are doing a 
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simple work are at times tempted to decry 
the specialist’s method because the specialist 
does not seem to give much time to great 
evangelistic efforts but the simple minister 
should realize that if Strong had not spent 
thousands and thousands of hours making 
his concordance, if Westcott and Hort had 
not spent a lifetime on the Greek New Testa- 
ment and if other men at various times had 
not been raised up by God for studies that 
may seem dust dry to the zealous workers, 
this worker himself would not be able to 
use his Bible in the way he does. 


This student must also face the fact that 
the atmosphere of that anti-Christian class- 
room is much more like the atmosphere of 
the world in general than would be a class 
of Devotional Bible Study or even a class 
in a similar subject in a thoroughly Chris- 
tian college. What we say must not be in- 
terpreted in any wise as being against the 
Christian college. But there is no doubt of 
the fact that when a student knows before 
he goes into class that whatever problem is 
brought up the solution will be in favor of 
the Bible before the class hour closes his 
faith is not exercised as it would be if there 
were opposition. It is for this reason that 
some of our strongest Christian leaders today 
have in their background years of formation 
in totally anti-Christian environment. The 
student must indeed decide for himself the 
field into which God is calling him and 
know that if he is truly called to God, God 
will furnish him the strength and power to 
meet any obstacle. 


CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 


Will you please give me your opinion on a 
Christian’s being married by a Justice of 
the Peace? What is Christ’s teaching con- 
cerning this? 

Moorestown, N. J. A..f. 


The Bible is a book of principles and not 
a set of rules. There is no word that says a 
Christian must be married by this or that 
individual. When God joins two people to- 
gether it is by the union of two hearts of 
born again people led together by the Holy 
Spirit. 

There is a principle involved, however, in 
that the Lord Jesus Christ began His min- 
istry at a wedding and turned the water into 
wine, manifesting His glory. The spiritual 
inferences that may be drawn from this in- 
cident are most certainly that two yielded 
Christians desire Christ to be in every part 
of their union. It would seem therefore that 
the solemnity of the occasion and the spir- 
ituality of it would demand that it be’ car- 
ried on with a spiritual ceremony. 

How can two yielded Christjans go to a 
Justice -of the Peace, where there is no 
prayer, no spiritual message for the begin- 
ning of their wedded life together? It would 
seem that anyone who went to a justice of 
the peace, when a spiritual ceremony was 
available, would be woefully lacking in yield- 
edness to the Lord and a spiritual desire that 
in all things He might have the preeminence 
(Col. 1:18). 


Jury 1950 











s ESIDES helping to provide 
tuition-free training for 
future missionaries like Esther K., who will soon join the 
more than 2,000 former Moody students now on the foreign 
field, your annuity gifts bring you a generous and unchang- 
ing financial return for the rest of your life. 


Thus your Moody annuities produce two 
dividends: (1) the material dividend of 
dependable, unchanging returns, bringing 
you peace of mind and comfort in this life; 
(2) the spiritual dividend of eternal joy and’ 
satisfaction from knowing your annuity 
gifts will be used now and after your death 
in training future Christian workers to win 
souls to Christ. 


The full story of the Moody annuity plan, the reserve fund, 
the Institute assets that stand behind it, and possible tax 
savings, are told in the interesting booklet, “DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS.” Clip the coupon below for your free copy. 
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DEVOTION 


Because of the nature of our being 
we must ever have our devotion kindled 
by the Holy Spirit. Upon awakening, 
and on many occasions during the day 
when the ordinary occupations of life 
have dulled our spiritual sensibilities 
ever so little, we should ask the Lord 
to awaken our spirits to thoughts of 
Him. 

On the drill field the very first word 
is Attention! With the believer the 
word of attention may well be the swift 
up-pouring of the heart in the expres- 
sion of His name: Lord Jesus. That 
should serve to call us to attention and 
turn our hearts to holy things. 

You can be holy if you wish to be 
holy. That sentence deserves to be held 
before your heart day by day. You 
can be holy if you wish to be holy. The 
provision is fully made in the cross of 
Christ and the methods of application 
to your own personal need are fully 
set forth in the Word of God. 

It is because of this latter fact that 
the Lord tells us that sanctification 
comes by the Word of God (John 17: 
17). It is for this reason that the Spirit 
sets forth through Peter that growth is 
by the sincere milk of the Word of God 
(1 Pet. 2:2). 

The Christian life is a drill field; 
yes, it is a warfare. The trumpet calls 
us to attention and we turn our whole 
being to the obedience of the com- 
mands that are going to be given. It 
is when we understand these principles 
that our life will take on the holiness 
which God has provided for us, and 
which may be appropriated and lived 
if we really wish to be holy. For you 
can be holy if you wish to be holy. 





NEXT MONTH 
A special number with extra pages 


In view of the expected an- 
nouncement of the Assumption of 
the Virgin (celebrated August 15) 
as a dogma by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, our August issue will be 
largely devoted to 


MARY THE MOTHER OF OUR LORD 


—the teachings of the Bible con- 
trasted with the claims of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

A bibliography on the various 
aspects of Roman Catholicism from 
a Protestant standpoint by Wilbur 
M., Smith. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 





Publication office: 3110 Elm Ave., Baltimore 11, Mi. 
Editorial office: Ersrnity, P. O. Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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“Through faith we understand’—Hebrews 11:3 


“Avoiding . . . oppositions of science falsely so called” 
—1 Timothy 6:30 


ENCE 





Science has given us proof of the ability of the human 
mind to conceive and of the human hand to mold in- 
struments with which to bring the forces of nature to 
the service of humanity. The marvelous and sometimes 
fearsome achievements of science almost awake in us 
a primeval faith in magic. In man’s perversion against 
the moral order by which he is bound, science has be- 
come the perverted apostle of savagery—especially with 
the promised hydrogen bomb, a late and most terrible 
step in the crescendo of warfare, an instrument which 
has changed war from a fight between. men and nations 
to the mass slaughter of human beings. While science 
has, because of some inventions, made it possible for 
us to save life in retail, it has made a certainty the 
slaughter of life in wholesale. 

In a day when science is the only omnipotence and 
omniscience some acknowledge, we need to be reminded 
of its tragic limitations—when we think upon the things 
that humanity needs most—even though we would not 
be niggardly in the use of words that would praise sci- 
ence for its every beneficent bequeathment to mankind. 

Some years ago, before the atomic bomb was a dread 
reality, Dr. Iago Galdston, executive secretary of the 
New York Academy of Medicine, declaring that we 
need to develop concern for man as a spiritual being, 
made an attack on the “conceits of science”: “Science,” 
he said, “has given mankind immense control over his 
environment and over the material world. Yet science 
has not only failed to solve the essential problems of 
human relations, but indeed, has compounded and 
aggravated them immensely. I go further, and charge 
that science has dissipated, laid ruthless waste, if not 





Dr. Lee is Pastor of the Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and President of the Southern Baptist Convention. He is 
the author of many books and a well-known Bible conference speaker. 
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AND THE 


SAVIOUR 


By ROBERT G. 





LEE 


maliciously, at least ignorantly, the cultural and moral 
heritage of mankind and has left it spiritually bank- 
rupt.” 

Concerning the scientific progress of medicine, he 
said: ‘We have eliminated certain disease plagues, but 
in their stead we have created others—unemployment, 
monotonous work, crowded cities, nasty industrial 
towns, devitalized, synthetic foods, ‘ersatz’ (synthetic) 
nurture for the mind and spirit, speed, noise, dust, 
fumes, the mania of success; in a word, the most insane 
of insane worlds.” 

Science has given us power over the lightning and 
waterfalls and coal fields, but no power over ourselves. 
Science has shown us how to make the inside of a pest 
house habitable, but it has not shown us how to have a 
regenerate spiritual interior in our bosoms. Science has 
enabled us to carry bodies many times faster than did 
our forefathers, but has not shown us how to make the 
souls in those bodies nobler. They say science has added 
ten years to the span of life, but why live longer if we 
are not living gloriously for God? Why live longer if 
we are living selfishly? ‘The selfish man bestows a bene- 
fit on the community when he dies. 

Science can build better houses than our forefathers 
lived in, but it can do nothing to make these houses 
homes. I have known homes to die in a palace and 
thrive in a cabin. 

Science is accustomed to deal with observable facts— 
test tubes, chemical reactions, molecules, Bunsen burn- 
ers, microscopic smears. But life has uncounted realities 
outside the reach of microscopes, telescopes, stetho- 
scopes, chemical reagents, bloodcounts. 

Physics, with its electric light, has illuminated cities 
until the night is banished, but it knows not the Light 
of the world, can do little to introduce to the lost the 
Saviour who said “I am the Light of the world.” 


While Christ represents us in Heaven, we must represent Him on earth. 5 











Mineralogy has sifted the stones of the earth and 
sounded the depths of seas, but it has found no jewels 
of the King, no pearls of great price. 

Ornithology has told us much of the birds and 
winged creatures, but it has done little to make us know 
Him who hath said, “They who wait upon the Lord 
shall mount up with wings as eagles” and “not a spar- 
row falleth but the Heavenly Father knows it.” 

Yes, astronomy can tell us how far the earth is from 
the sun, but it cannot tell the believing sinner how far 
God puts his transgressions from him. 

Yes, chemistry may give us better soap, but it has dis- 
covered no means for cleansing the human heart from 
sin. 

Yes, geology may show us, in the fossiliferous rocks, 
the graves of once living creatures, but it can tell us 
nothing about the resurrection from the dead. 

Yes, science has its limitations. No inventor will ever 
replace a heart that grief has broken. No scientfiic ex- 
plorer will ever discover a sea with waters deep enough 
to drown remorse. No artist will ever make smiling 
children of the canvas leap within a mother’s empty 
arms. No chemist will ever find, by laboratory experi- 
ment or achievement, the antidote for sin. 

Science can get from the oven of coke a substance five 
hundred times sweeter than honey, but it can give us 
nothing that will go beyond all the perfumes of Arabia 
and sweeten the hand of sin, no matter how small and 
wee that hand is. All science can do is to reveal a 
natural world by reason and experiment. 

What hope if, absorbed in the delights of scholarship, 
we let the fires go out on evangelistic altars? What hope 
if, citizens of a civilization that makes ice in tropics, we 
know not how, by the cross to attack frigid conven- 
tionalities with holy, spiritual impetuosity? Or—if, add- 
ing telescopes to our eyes, viewing landscapes millions 
of miles away, we get in scientific fog banks and lose 
sight of Christ? Or—if, adding radios to our ears, hear- 
ing whispers from all corners of the universe, we have 


dull ears, deaf ears, or disobedient ears to the voice of 
Him who “soundeth forth the trumpet that shall never 
call retreat”? Or—if, installing and listening to big pipe 
organs in great church buildings, we miss life’s central 
melody and become victims of dawdling ditties? Or— 
if, adding the telephone to our tongues, talking across 
continents, transacting business, bringing friends within 
sound of our voice, we preach a cultural, not a crucified 
Christ? Or—if, building big buildings, we forget that 
“other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11)? Or—if, adding 
the telegraph to our fingers, writing around the world, 
we are inefficient and blundering in writing the litera- 
ture of godliness upon the fleshly tablets of ‘human 
hearts? Or—if, adding the airplane to our: bodies, flying 
swifter and mounting higher than eagles, we are slow 
in service to God, to “mount up with wings as eagles”? 
Or—if, adding the auto to our feet, we follow after Christ; 
limpingly and complainingly, taking His name on in ani 
easy fashion with loud professions and feeble posses-, 
sions, afraid to walk in lockstep with Him who “plants' 
His footsteps upon the seas and rjdes upon the storm,” 
who is “trampling out the vintage where the grapes of, 
wrath are stored”? Or—if, following the violet road of 
the X-ray, studying the marrow in the bones of living 
men, we miss the secret of the Lord. Or—if, compress- 
ing a Caruso into a microscopic point of a needle, hear- 
ing dead men sing, we fail to sing the white song of 
purity into the souls of our youth? 


"Tis but watering the lawn in a rainstorm to say that 
neither fascism nor communism has anything to offer free 
America—because both enslave the masses in the name 
of promised economic gains and both develop censor- 
ships, ministers of propaganda, purges, and frightful- 
ness; and both deny freedom of speech and of the press. 
Through Christ, our Saviour, who is the Truth, the 
American people, who have never known a yoke, can 
maintain their freedom under that one law which is 
above every freedom—the law of the holiness of God. 
, Through the Saviour, not through science, 





A man of sour countenance was asked to stand 
at the door of a rescue mission and invite men in. 
One passer-by responded to the invitation by look- 
ing at the face of the man and saying, “No 
thanks, | have troubles enough of my own.” An- 
other story concerns a man who walked into a road- 
side diner and asked, facetiously, if the food was 
any good. The jovial proprietor, who weighed 
near 300 pounds, grinned and said, “| eat it." The 
traveler looked him over and said, “That's good 
enough for me.", There can be no doubt of the 
fact that we will rebuff or draw men in the mea- 
sure that we show the joy of Christ in our faces. 
The world should look at us and know instinctively 
that we possess something which the world does 
not give. Not only is the joy of the Lord our 
strength, but it is: one of the best recommenda- 
tions of the life we have been given. 


6 No work truly done was ever done in vain. 











_can our land recover its historic idealism as 
we see how desperately we need the expan- 
siveness of Christian truth and _ ideals. 
Through the Saviour, not science, can the 
total idealism of Christianity be appropri- 
ated intellectually and emotionally in a day 
| Of intellectual recoil against any emotional 
expression and the obvious inadequacy of ra- 
tionalism as a substitute. Through the Sav- 
iour, not science, can there be a rebirth of 

. reverence and seriousmindedness at a time 
when there are millions who are widely un- 
conscious of God, and in whose lives rever- 
ence is but an infrequent experience. The 

} Saviour, not science, is equal to all the prob- 

, - lems of our confused times. The Saviour, 
: 4 Mot science, can still the turbulence of desire, 
can hold in leash the dogs of impatience, can 
drive off the harpies of selfish egotism, can 

_ screen the soul from the mosquitoes of irrita- 
tion, can scotch the snakes of revenge, can 
“destroy the scorpions of self-pity, can ward 

‘| Eoff the fever of fear and the chills of coward- 
_| fice, can dethrone the maniacs of superstition 
—can rid us of that insanity of existence and 

that abnormality of life which we know as 


selfishness. 
(Continued on page 47‘ 
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Then Came Jesus, 
Lhe Doors Being Shut 


By FRANK E. KEAY 


Although the disciples knew that Jesus was risen 
from the dead, they did not at first grasp the meaning 
and significance of the Resurrection. They were still 
perplexed and dismayed, discouraged and fearful. They 
were hiding themselves behind closed: doors. “Then 
came Jesus.” What a difference it made to their lives. 
Shut doors were no barrier to Him. And when He 
came it was to speak peace. 

The men of Christ’s time were suffering from a great 
sense of failure. Far and wide men were looking for 
some deliverer, for someone who would lead mankind 
out of darkness into light, from defeat into victory. 
“Then came Jesus, the doors being shut” (John 20:26) . 
He opened the doors in many directions and ushered 
in a new era for this poor sinful world. Let us think of 
some of the doors which He has opened. 


THE Door oF SIN 


Sin had made a barrier between man and God. It 
had closed the door and shut out man from fellowship 
with God. “Then came Jesus, the doors being shut.” 
Through Jesus Christ, God, as it were, broke in from 
the other side. ‘““God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself.” In the cross of Christ we see God’s love 
going to the utmost to save men. But the cross with- 
out the resurrection would have been incomplete. It 
was as we sing in the ancient Latin hymn called the 
Te Deum, “When thou hadst overcome the sharpness 
of death, Thou didst open the kingdom of Heaven to 
all believers.” 


THE Door oF WEAKNESS 


How often men had tried and failed. 
Peter loved his Lord and Master and 
meant what he said when he cried, 
“Though I should die with Thee, yet 
will I not deny Thee.” In spite of this, 
however, he three times denied his Lord. 
Paul at one time had to cry out, “The 
good that I would do I do not; but the 
evil which I would not, that I do.” 

Is not this the experience of multi- 
tudes? But what a difference it made 
when the risen Christ came into their 
lives. We read in the fourth chapter of 
the Acts of the “boldness” of Peter, and 
Paul learned to say, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). That evil habit which has 
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so long defeated you will be overcome when Christ 
comes through the door into your life. 


THE Door or DEATH 


On the first Easter morn Jesus Christ burst the tomb. 
In vain had the huge stone been rolled to the door, in 
vain the Roman guard, in vain the government seal on 
the tomb. Before His death He had said, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life.” Since He rose triumphant 
from the grave, death has lost its terrors for all who 
trust in Him. “Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept.” There is a 
famous cape in South Africa which was first called the 
Cape of Storms. It was said that no ship which passed 
beyond it was ever seen again. But in 1497 Vasco de 
Gama sailed beyond that cape to India and returned 
safely to Europe. It was then renamed the Cape of 
Good Hope. So when Christ disappeared from sight 
into the tomb and returned alive again. He changed 
death from a thing of terror to a thing of good hope. 
Because He rose, we too may rise again. 


THE Door OF THE CLOSED RooM 


Our Lord Jesus is especially present when His people 
meet behind closed doors. “But thou, when thou pray- 
est, enter into thy closet and when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret” (Mt. 6:6). 
“Where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt. 18:20). 

If for the time the world and worldly thoughts are 
shut out as we commune with the Lord 
Jesus, He will be present with us. There 
is a need for us as individuals to shut the 
door and meet with Him, but there is 
also a special value in united worship. 
It was when the disciples were assem- 
bled together, when the doors were shut, 
that Jesus came and stood in the midst 
and said unto them, “Peace be unto 
you.” Thomas was not present on the 
first occasion. But how much he missed. 
What suspense he had to endure all 
through the week until on the next Sun- 
day evening again came Jesus, the doors 
being shut. And in these days we need 
to realize more than ever His presence 
with us as we meet in His name. 











THE Door OF SERVICE 


To His church at Philadelphia the 
Lord said, “Behold I have set before thee 
an open door.” He is the One that 


(Continued on page 46) 
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For Parents 


BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Having children is one of the most important things 
in life, and it is one of the few.things that will have an 
importance in eternity. I began thinking about the 
need of writing some articles for parents in a most 
roundabout way. I was considering the fact that there is 
a definite shortage of men on the foreign missionary 
fields of the world. There is also a shortage of properly 
trained men in the ministry in America. From that I 
worked back to the fact that there are great lacks in our 
educational system, and that if those lacks were met, the 
other problem would be partially solved at least. Then 
I realized that there were adequate educational facili- 
ties for leadership providing the right people could be 
gotten into the right schools. From that I argued that 
if parents knew some of the problems covering the edu- 
cation of their children, they would steer their children 
better in their educational path. Then I realized that 
the parents had to be taught certain things in order to 
get their children headed in the right direction. . From 
that point there was just one step to go. 

Therefore, from time to time, at no stated interval, I 
want to write some things for parents that may start 
some people moving in such directions that twenty-five 
years from now, if the Lord does not come before then, 
we shall have some young leaders who will, at least, be 
better trained than if their parents had not started with 
them now. 

I realize very definitely that these articles will be read 
by many and forgotten by many. Some will glance over 
a paragraph or two and go no further. Some will re- 
ceive the counsel given here like the seed that fell on 
stony ground. They will think of it for a moment, but 
the actual work of disciplining and caring for the 
education of a child they will, through laziness, leave to 
the forces that push the hardest, because they them- 
selves will be in the place of least resistance. But it just 
might be that some young mother who reads these 
words might become a Susanna Wesley and bring forth 
children who would be so trained and educated that 
they would become a real power for God in the next 
generation. It is a long range thought, but then we are 
not building for today but for eternity. 

The best time to begin training a child is about 
twenty years before he is born. I have never seen a care- 
less mother that did not have careless children. I have 
never met people who were able to train habits into a 
child that they did not themselves possess. A child will 
learn much more from what he sees than from what he 
is told. Therefore it is important that the parent in- 
culcate habits in himself that can be followed by the 
child. 





Some parents, for example, wish that their children 
should have a love of reading and that they should get 
good marks in school. If a child sees the parent con- 
stantly at books, he is likely to be interested in reading 
also. If the parent is a time waster, the child will prob- 
ably become a time waster also. 

If it is realized that I take for granted that the back- 
ground of the person who reads these words is the back- 
ground of a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
I am not speaking at all to the unsaved parent, we shall 
be able to move faster in our discussion. 

You are planning to get married and you hope to 
have children. First of all, let the child be planned for 
and prayed for. I do not believe that it is possible to 
cheat God. When young people decide to get married 


. and tell each other that they propose to have children 


later after they get better established economically there 
is sure to be a basic lack in the children because there 
is a basic lack in the parents. 

One of the main purposes of marriage is that there 
should be children. The Lord created men and women 
so that marriage would generally result in children. 
To attempt to side-step this fact is undoubtedly sin. In 
other words, birth control has no place in the life of 
Christians unless a physician has recommended it in 
order to preserve the life and health of the mother. 
And the children should be wanted, planned for, and 
welcomed as the gifts of God. 

Furthermore, it is important that the child know and 
feel that he was wanted, and is therefore secure. In 
our own family we prayed at family worship for the 
children we hoped to have in future years. By the time 
the third child was on the way, and always spoken of by 
the name we expected to give him, the first children 
asked when still others whose names they had heard in 
prayer would be coming. We told them that all of that 
depended entirely on the Lord—when He wanted them 
to come they would come. And we told them that they 


8 When God in His Word tells you not to do a thing, you must be in great danger of doing it. 











had been prayed for, and by name, long, long before 
they were born—years before some were born. 

This feeling of being wanted, of being secure, is one 
of the very important things in the life of a child. Most 
certainly a child who grows up with the sense of fitting 
in will not need to go to a psychiatrist when he is old. 
There will be no fears and no instability. Such feelings 
that develop in certain personalities are more often 
than not directly traceable to the parents and their own 
foolish ways of doing. 

So the wanted child is born. He has been prayed for 
and planned for, and now he is the center of attention. 
He is to have a name. Giving a child a name is a very 
important thing. In the Bible you can easily see that a 
child frequently bore a name that was given by God 
and that had to do with the course of his life and his 
ministry for God. In the giving of a name Christian 
parents can show forth their own character in a definite 
way. 

Some years ago I wrote an editorial in which I said 
that I never formed a definite opinion of a man’s char- 
acter until I had met his wife. Some men marry with 
their old natures and live to regret it. Some men marry 
with their new natures and are thankful to God for the 
rest of their lives. Their children after them will bless 
them for the nature of their foresight. In much the 
same way I judge parents by the names they give their 
children. 

There is a famed story, and, alas, a very true story, 
of a wealthy man in Texas, named Hogg, who named 
his daughters Ima and Ura. For girls to grow up and 
be forced to tell people that their names were “I am a 
hog,” and “You are a hog,” was a calamity beyond meas- 
ure. The man who would perpetuate such a cruel and 
lasting practical joke is to be considered himself on the 
level of the beasts. 

It is my opinion that the parents who name their 
children after Hollywood artists are also doing their 
children a very great disfavor. I must admit that I have 
a definite feeling of cringing when young parents bring 
a baby to the church and tell me that its name is one of 
the euphonious combinations dreamed up by Holly- 
wood publicity men. I would spell some of these names 
out here were it not for the fact that I do not want to 
contribute to a complex in any child who might read 
these lines. And if there is someone who is a Christian 
who is afflicted with one of these pagan names, why not 
adopt a Christian name? 

Several years ago I baptised a young Jewess who had 
been saved in my meetings. She was a simple soul, but 
the Lord taught her real things. The day she was saved 
I prayed with her and suddenly she said, “Oh Lord, I 
thank Thee that Thou art The Lord Jesus, my Jehovah, 
and my sin-bearer.” Not many Gentiles have that much 
spiritual sense when they come into the light. I was not 
too much surprised, therefore, when a few weeks later 
she came to me and asked if she might have a Christian 
name in her baptism. I asked her what she had in mind 
and she replied that she would like to be called 
“Grace.” Thus I baptized her and thus her name stands 
now on all her records. I suppose that if it came to the 
question of a legal document it would have to be writ- 
ten in terms such as this: Sandra Cohen, commonly 
known as Grace Cohen. But the common knowledge is 
a great testimony. 

Let me tell you the story of two Texas girls who 
named their children for very special reasons. I clipped 
an item out of the first page of the New York World- 
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Telegram a few years ago.at the time the movie actress, 
Mary Martin, had a baby girl. The reporters asked her 
what the child was going to be called and according to 
the news report she replied, “I am going to call her 
Heller, for in my part of Texas a girl who raises Hell 
is called a heller and when she grows up I want her to 
raise Hell.” I am still looking for newspaper clippings 
concerning the life of that child who must be almost in 
her teens now. A few years more will probably tell the 
awful story. 

In the same part of Texas in which Mary Martin was 
raised there was another girl of the same age. She was 
not as popular because she was a Christian and did not 
go to dances and did not have sloppy dates. She was 
willing to remain uninvited to some things, to the 
honor and glory of the Lord. It is a great thing for a 
girl to be willing to be a wallflower and to sacrifice cer- 
tain things in the social life of youth if thereby she can 
maintain that which God says is in His sight of great 
price, ““The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.” ‘This 
particular girl did not have quite as much “glamor” as 
Miss Martin, but she was a good, and good looking 
Christian girl who held her standards so high that her 
popularity was diminished in some quarters. The Bible 
says “they think it strange that you run not with them 
to the same excess of riot” (1 Pet. 4:4). 

This girl went on her quiet way and after a course in 
college where she lived her quiet maidenly life on the 
campus, she was married to a young Christian man and 
a good Christian home was established. A year or so 
later there was a little baby boy in the home who re- 
ceived the name of David. When she was asked for 
whom the child had been named she looked up shyly 
and answered that she had no relatives by that name 
but that she had chosen the name of David because in 
the Bible it says that David was a man after God’s own 
heart, and when her son grew up she desired that he 
should be a man after God’s own heart. There is a big 
difference between Heller and David as names go, and 
the difference may well outlast this earth. 

Every Christian has four birthdays. The first is the 
day of your natural birth, the second is the day when 
you are born again, the third is the day on which you 
die and your spirit enters Heaven, the fourth is the day 
when you receive your everlasting body, at the resurrec- 
tion of the believers. It might be well to think a little 
about the first of these, the natural birthday. I ran 
across some paragraphs in an old Scottish publication 
which spoke of earthly birthdays beginning with that of 
Cain, the first of all birthdays. Cain received his name 
because his mother thought that this was the child that 
was going to lead them back into the garden of Eden. 
Poor Eve! Then there was the birthday of our Lord, 
but for which it had been better that no man ever had 
been born, “Unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 

On the 16th of March, 1663, Walter Pringle of Green- 
know, a Covenanter, wrote a letter to be kept for his 
son when the father knew that he himself was going to 
die. He wrote: “I was in the inner garden praying to 
my God when the news of thy birth came unto me, and 
before I had seen thy face, I bowed down upon my 
knees to worship and give thanks unto God, to whom I 
gave thee fully up in a solemn manner, praying that 
thou mightest be wholly His, and that He might care 
for thee. This I did at the plum tree on the north side 
of the garden door. I mention the place that if thou 

(Continued on page 45) 
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“For the eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show Himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect toward 
Him” (2 Chron. 16:9). 







By T. STANLEY SOLTAU 


THE MAN FOR WHOM GOD IS LOOKING 


Today the world is frantically look- 
ing for certain kinds of men. It is 
looking perhaps as never before for 
political leaders and statesmen who 
possess the vision and the judgment 
necessary to point out the solutions to 
the increasingly complex problems 
which are everywhere arising; for men 
who possess also the personality and 
the tact to work in harmony, and 
others to accept those solutions and to 
follow their leadership in carrying 
them through to a successful outcome. 
The churches also are looking for men 
who possess the qualifications needed 
for leadership; men of pleasing per- 
sonality, of sound scholarship, of ad- 
ministrative ability and convincing 
speech. 

God also is looking for men, and He 
too has declared the qualification 
which He demands— it is a qualifica- 
tion in marked contrast, however, to 
those which are being set by the world 
and by the churches, as a whole. 

The words spoken by Hanani, the 
seer to Asa, King of Judah, which are 
found in 2 Chron. 16:9, contain sev- 
eral facts of special interest, consider- 
ing God’s search, which are worthy of 
careful consideration. 


The Intensity of God’s Search 
“The eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro” presents to us the careful and in- 
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tense way in which He is looking for 
the right man. After a heavy storm 
off the coast, men are often seen slowly 
steadily moving from side to side, 
walking along the beaches, their eyes 
carefully scanning every foot of the 
sands so that no article of value, how- 
ever small, may escape them. The 
words suggest the eagerness of the 
Lord of glory to find the persons for 
whom He is looking; He will leave no 
stone unturned and no possibility un- 
explored in order that every qualified 
person may be found. 


The Extent of God’s Search 


“The eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth.” The 
entire world comes within the pur- 
view of Him who is Lord of the whole 
earth, and every human being comes 
under His scrutiny. North, South, 
East, and West, at every point of the 
compass, wherever men are to be 
found who have any knowledge of 
Him, there His search is carried on 
with such a quiet persistence that none 
who may meet the required standards 
will be missed. The very intensity and 
the extent of the search, as described 
in these words, suggest how rare is 
that variety of person for whom God 
is looking, and how particularly pre- 
cious he is in the sight of the Lord. 


The Object of God’s Search 


Who then is the one whom God is 
so eager to find? The one “whose 


heart is perfect toward Him.” It is 
noteworthy that the Lord is not look- 
ing for a man with a perfect heart— 
only one has ever possessed that quali- 
fication—the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, who was the only one in whom 
the Father was able to declare His per- 
fect pleasure and satisfaction. He was 
the only One.also who completely and 
perfectly fulfilled the Father’s will. 


The qualification of the object of 
God’s search is that his heart is per- 
fect toward God. This is the man 
whose great desire is to please God 
and who is ready to “go all the way 
with God,” regardless of what the 
prospects or the results may be. 


David was one such. He made some 
terrible mistakes but whenever his at- 
tention was called to them, he was 
always and immediately ready to con- 
fess his sin before God and to make 
sincere and thorough repentance. 
When he was conscious of God’s will 
and plan for him, he was willing to 
step out in faith upon God’s promises 
and to look to the Lord to see him 
through. 


The attitude and actions of King 
Asa, to whom these words were spo- 
ken, are an excellent illustration of just 
what is not the characteristic of the 
man of God’s choice. Asa had been a 
good king, he had instituted a real re- 
ligious revival among his people when 
he came to the throne, ordering the 
destruction of the idols which the peo- 
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ple of Judah had been worshiping and 
re-establishing the true worship of Je- 
hovah in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
When his land had been invaded by an 
army of Ethiopians he had inquired of 
the Lord as to his duty and in obedi- 
ence to the direction he had received 
he had placed himself at the head of 
his troops and had personally led them 
to a glorious victory. 

Later in his career another test of 
his faith arose—Baasha, King of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, and in 
alliance with Ben-hadad, King of As- 
syria, instituted a blockade of Judah’s 
northern border. Asa on this occasion 
revealed a weakness of faith and in- 
stead of asking the Lord for guidance, 
as he had previously done, took the 
matter into his own hands. He stripped 
the Lord’s house of its treasures and 
sent them to Ben-hadad, who was an 
hereditary enemy of Judah, making an 
alliance with him and buying him off 
from continuing his alliance and cam- 
paign with Israel. 

Hanani, the seer, came to Asa, re- 
buking him for his lack of faith and 
his folly, and declared to him that by 
his action he had not only dishonored 
God but had allowed Ben-hadad to 
escape out of his hand, having bought 
his friendship for a limited time only, 
whereas had he remained his enemy, 
God would have delivered him into 
Asa’s hand. So often men, because 
their hearts are not perfect toward 
God, in times of difficulty or tempta- 
tion, instead of looking to Him for 
guidance in faith and‘in reliance on 
His promises and His power, take 
things into their own hands, often with 
disastrous results. 


The Purpose of God’s Search 


Perhaps the most surprising part of 
the declaration of Hanani concerning 
the man for whom God is looking is 
that which states the purpose of the 
search, “To show Himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is per- 
fect toward Him.” So often the tend- 
ency is for us to think and to speak 
of God as looking for someone whom 
He can use and who will be able to 
do something for God. Just the reverse 
is stated here, God is not looking for 
a man who can do something for Him, 
but for one toward whom He can show 
Himself strong; not that He may re- 
ceive assistance but that He may grant 
some great blessing. 

In several passages in the Old Testa- 
ment God has declared His independ- 
ence of human aid, and has revealed 
His freedom to act alone and to ac- 
complish His purposes when there was 
no man upon whom He could depend. 
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“And Jehovah saw it, and it dis- 
pleased Him that there was no justice. 
And He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no inter- 
cessor: therefore His own arm brought 
salvation unto him; and His righteous- 
ness, it upheld him” (Isa. 59:15-16). 
And again, “I have trodden the wine- 
press alone; and of the people there 
was none with Me .. . I looked, and 
there was none to help . . . therefore 
Mine own arm brought salvation unto 
Me” (Isa. 63:3, 5). 

The first of these verses refers to 
the past history of Judah when in a 
time of national sin and spiritual de- 
clension there was no man upon whom 
the Lord could depend as an interces- 
sor for His people. There was no one, 
therefore, to whom might be granted 
the glory and the privilege of having 
a part, and an important part, in the 
fulfillment of God’s purposes for the 
nation, so the Lord brought salvation 
alone. 

The second passage refers to the fu- 
ture when Israel’s final victory over 
the nations is to be accomplished— 
then too there will be no one to take 
Israel’s part and to be an instrument 
in God’s hand for their deliverance. 
God, however, will not be limited in 
His purposes. He will fulfill them alone 
and unaided, but because of the un- 
willingness and -unreadiness of any to 
be on the Lord’s side in that day, they 
and not He will be the losers. 

God has His purposes of mercy and 
of glory on behalf of His Church and 
of the nations. Amid all the confusion 
and difficulties of these days God is 
searching for those whose hearts are 
perfect toward Him and who are ready 
to go all the way with Him, putting 
Him first in all and seeking His will 
and guidance in every phase of their 
lives. He is looking for such, and 
they are not many, in order to give 
to them the privilege and the glory of 
seeing His hand working on their be- 
half and doing things for them and 
through them that will be a continuous 
source of amazement to them, of bless- 
ing to others, and of glory to Himself. 





There are two amazingly contradictory 
symbols for hope in the Bible. Hope is pic- 
tured as a spider's web and hope is pictured 
as an anchor. Bildad uses three different 
words for shades of the hope (Job 8:13, 14) 
of the hypocrite and ends up with comparing 
that confidence to something more futile than 
a drowning man's grasping at a straw—his 
trust is a spider's web. But the believer's con- 
fidence is an anchor—not one that goes down 
through the sea to a rock, but one that goes 
through the cross and the open tomb into the 
Heaven of the Heavens, and is bound to the 
throne of God itself (Heb. 6:19). 


The essential qualification is not wis- 
dom, nor personality, nor intellectual 
attainment; it is a heart completely 
surrendered to His will and open and 
sensitive to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. 

It was once said, I believe by D. L. 
Moody, “God is looking for a man 
who will trust Him and _ therefore 
whom He can entrust with His mighty 
power.” We so often shut the gates of 
God’s blessing upon us because of our 
lack of faith and our willingness to 
put Him in first place in our lives. By 
our unbelief we limit God, not in the 
accomplishing of His purposes but in 
the manifestation of His power and 
blessing to us and the revelation of His 
own glory and graciousness to us and 
in us and through us. 

The history of the Church in ancient 
and in modern times has again and 
again shown what God can and will do 
in behalf of those whose hearts are 
perfect toward Him. William Carey, 
the humble cobbler, became the great 
linguist and missionary to India. D. 
L. Moody, the shoe salesman, became 
the world-wide evangelist. Are you 
ready to put God first in all things? 
Then like Paul you too may say, 
“Thanks be unto God which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of His 
knowledge by us in every place” (2 
Cor. 2:14). If your heart is perfect 
toward Him, He will know it and im- 
mediately He will begin to work in 
order that He may show Himself 
strong on your behalf. 
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The message of ETERNITY is not primarily prophetic, 
but we believe that there are good and sufficient rea- 
sons for putting one brief paper on a prophetic subject 
within these pages. For some time I have determined 
to put together in a more formal study some of the ma- 
terials that I have gathered through the years on the 
themes of prophecy. In due course that work may see 
the light of day, if we are granted the time by the Lord. 

The present article, like the one published in the 
May issue, must be considered more in the nature of a 
chat. When I have finished you may not agree with me, 
and that is your privilege. But do not let that disagree- 
ment turn you away from the other articles in these 
pages. You must use some discernment. At present I 
am going to chat for two or three thousand words as 
though I were answering the problem of a young min- 
ister. He might put it this way: “Dr. Barnhouse, I have 
been to one of the best theological seminaries in the 
country. The whole study of Bible prophecy was not 
mentioned in the first two years of our course, and it 
came up for only a brief period of about six weeks dur- 
ing my senior year. When I boil it down I know that 
the professor presented us with a list of theories and 
gave us the names of men that held one position and 
the names of men that held another position. He spoke 
rather deprecatingly of certain schools of thought which 
took the Bible literally in these matters. I have glanced 
at a book or two, but frankly, I do not know what the 
score is, and I have just let the matter drift.” 

I would answer him as follows. Our Lord told us 
that we were not to live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. The 
Holy Spirit has definitely stated that all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is profitable for a great 
many things to bring you on to deeper Christian living. 
This is especially true with the doctrine of future 
things. This question is not something to put aside. 
One minister once told a member of his congregation 
that when he ate fish he put the bones on the side of 
his plate, and that all such questions as the second com- 
ing of Christ were bones to him, and that he just put 
them aside. I am afraid that the poor man had more 
bones. than fish, and his attitude most certainly is not a 
Biblical one. 

A generation ago there was a pastor in one of Phila- 
delphia’s great churches. He was doing a good work; he 
had his church which held well over 2000 people filled 
to the doors every Sunday. People might have thought 


12 To long for more grace is evidence of the healthy state of the soul. 
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him very successful. His own opinion of his own work 
was that he was a spiritual failure. He has left an ac- 
count of the transformation that took place in his life— 
a transformation which made him one of the half dozen 
greatest soul winners of his generation. His name was 
J. Wilbur Chapman, and he inherited the mantle of 
Moody and Torrey as the outstanding evangelist in the 
world. His campaigns in Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Ireland and Britain, as well as his work in this 
country, brought tens of thousands of people under his 
powerful preaching. He said that he had been dissat- 
isfied and restless in his work. He decided to spend 
some time with the Word of God for spiritual reju- 
venation. 

As he began to study some of the great prophecies 
concerning the return of the Lord were brought sharply 
to him and he began to plunge into the depths of 
the Word on this subject. He testifies that his entire 
ministry was transformed, his outlook was transformed, 
and he received from God a power that set him afire for 
the Gospel and its ministry. 

There are, of course, many men who have the same 
testimony. And these testimonies help us to understand 
a statement of St. Paul in the epistle to the Ephesians. 
The members of this church had been, of course, devil 
worshipers. There had been a riot in the town when 
the Gospel first came and people had cried for hours, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” But some believed 
and a church was established. ‘Some time later Paul 
heard about the results and wrote an epistle to them in 
which he said, “As soon as I heard of your faith, I be- 
gan to pray for you, and I prayed that the eyes of your 
understanding might be enlightened to know three 
things.” And what was the very first thing that Paul 
under the burden of prayer that came from the Holy 
Spirit, desired that this infant church should know? 
“That ye might know the hope of His calling. . .” 

A little study of the Word of God will reveal that the 
hope of our calling is that the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
come back to this earth, and that He will carry off the 
victory in the struggle against evil, and that He shall 
establish His own power in this earth. We are not to 
remain in our graves, but we are to be resurrected, even 
as He was raised, and are to be associated with Him in 
the government of the universe as a bride is associated 
with her bridegroom, as a queen is joined to a king. We 
are called “the fulness of Him that filleth all in all,” 
and it is the consummation of all this that is the hope 
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of our calling. Of all the doctrines that exist,—justifica- 
tion, sanctification, redemption, the doctrine of the 
Spirit, of prayer, and all the rest,—it was the doctrine 
of the blessed hope that Paul wanted the Ephesian 
church to know in priority over any thing else. 

The reason is not far distant, for the Bible teaches 
that this doctrine has a special purifying power. The 
Christiar. cannot live in fornication with the world if 
he is truly expecting the Lord to come at any moment, 
any more than a wife will be unfaithful if she expects 
the door handle to turn and her husband to walk in the 
door at any second. “Every man that hath this hope in 
me purifieth himself, even as He is pure” (1 John 

23). 

It is interesting to note that J. Wilbur Chapman, 
though transformed by this truth, did not spend all his 
time preaching about it. He had more than one string 
to his violin, and he played the whole circle of melody 
in his preaching. A friend of mine sent me a letter re- 
ceived from a friend of his, concerning the statement 
which I made in the May issue of Eternity that I rarely 
preached on the subjects of Bible prophecy. He won- 
dered if this were really true, but I have the little note 
books with every subject which I have treated in any 
meeting during the last twenty years. 

In my conference meetings in other churches I never 
speak on the subject unless I am specifically requested 
to do so by the minister, while in the expository preach- 
ing in my own church, I never reach the subject except 
it comes in the course of my work. For example, I spent 
twelve consecutive years preaching on every text in the 
Gospel of John, and only in two or three verses were 
there references to prophetic matters which were treated 
in course. But, naturally, the man who is looking for 
the Lord to come back, even as the Lord instructed his 
disciples that they were to watch, is going to have all of 
his attitudes and his thinking conditioned by his great 
hope. A married man may not talk much about being 
married, but his whole way of thinking is oriented 
around the fact, which becomes a matter that is taken 
for granted in all of his business life and his other 
asssociations. 

Perhaps one of the most important sections of think- 
ing which will be colored by the knowledge of the 
Word of God is that which concerns the purposes of 
God for the rule of this earth. What is the nature of 
His kingdom? And first of all I would impress on any 
young minister, or on any Christian who 


similar satanic errors: take their departure. A little 
close examination will show that the Lord spoke 
these words to a group of Pharisees who were rejecting 
Him, and whose hearts were filled with positive hatred 
of Him and His doctrine. How could His kingdom be 
inside of these men? The Greek word is entos: The 
kingdom of Heaven is entos you. It must be translated 
and understood, beyond question, to mean, The king- 
dom of Heaven is in the midst of you. Just as some 
delegates at the United Nations meeting might look up 
and see Molotov entering, and remark, “Here comes 
Russia,” so the men of Christ’s day could have said 
when they saw Him approaching, “Here comes Heav- 
en.” Louis XIV said, “L’etat c'est moi,’—I am the 
state. The Lord Himself said, and this is the verse that 
shows it, “I am the King, and when the King is here the 
kingdom is here. The kingdom of Heaven is in the 
midst of you.” To accept for a moment that the king- 
dom of Heaven is within the hearts of unregenerate 
man is to deny the whole of the doctrine of original sin, 
the consequences of the fall, and the present lost state 
of man. The new birth becomes unnecessary, and salva- 
tion not even an adjunct of truth. 

There is a sense in which we must say that in order 
to understand the Bible we must understand the New 
Testament. I would continue this and say that in order 
to understand the New Testament we must understand 
the Gospel of Matthew; and in order to understand 
Matthew we must understand the thirteenth chapter. 
And in order to understand the thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew we must understand verses 34 and 35. “All 
these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; 
and without a parable spake He not unto them, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter 
things which have been kept secret from the foundation 
of the world.” 

It is evident that the Lord in His parables talked 
about the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Heaven. 
And it is flatly stated here in Matthew that He was 
talking about something which had never been revealed 
before. We must therefore conclude that the kingdom 
spoken of by the Lord in the Gospels may not be 
equated with the kingdom announced in the Old Testa- 
ment. They are not the same thing. Any attempt to 
make them the same thing will result in chaos and con- 

(Continued on page 43) 





_ studies this subject, that he should be 
willing to turn away from the theologi- 
ans and to turn to the Word of God. 
Our final decisions must not be on the 
basis of what was taught by Luther and 
Calvin or by some other school of 
thought, but by what the Word of God 
has to say. 

Let us look, first of all, at what the 
kingdom is not. Much false doctrine has 
arisen from a wrong understanding of 
Christ’s phrase, translated in our com- 
mon English version, “The kingdom of 
God is within you” (Lk. 17:21). This is 
one of the foremost banners of Christian 
Science, Unity, and the quietistic school 
of mystics. This is the point from which 
the false doctrines of the divine spark 
within the innate nobility of man, and 
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We may use the ridiculous to illustrate the sub- 
lime. A few years ago there was a famous comedy 
of a drunk who imagined that he had a large 
rabbit, six feet tall, which was a part of all his life. 
When he opened a door he stepped back to let 
Harvey enter, He cut holes out of a hat for the 
rabbit's ears to stick through. Before the comedy 
was over he had everyone else believing in the 
existence of his rabbit. Be not drunk with wine, 
which will fill your life with rabbits, but be ye 
filled with the Spirit, who will come in to give you 
the constant presence of Christ. A young man 
who had known constant sinful defeat told me that 
he came to victory by stopping at the door when 
he went into any room and saying, "Lord Jesus, 
please go in first." Then he would pick out a chair 
for the Lord, place it carefully, and go about his 
work. When the time came to turn out the light, 
he would pray, and say to the unseen presence, 
"The darkness and the light are both alike to 
Thee.” 


There is no excess of sin which the power of Christ cannot overcome. 13 








TO THE SEPARATED ONES 


The second of 
a series of studies 
in Ephesians 


“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

by the will of God, 

to the separated ones, to those 

who are in Ephesus, and faithful 

in Christ Jesus. Grace to you 

and peace from God, our Father, 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 1:1, 2.) 

With these verses we turn to the 
salutation of Paul’s great epistle to the 
Ephesians. Here we have the identifi- 
cation of the messenger, a description 
of the people to whom the letter is ad- 
dressed, and a benediction upon the 
people from the Father and the Son 
by whose decree Paul received his 
apostleship. 

Paul was writing as God’s apostle. 

“Paul, a sent forth one of | Christ Jesus, 
through the will of God. 
We do not have the hone Pharisee 
separated unto the law of Moses; we 
have the humble servant “separated 
unto the Gospel of God.” We do not 
have one breathing out fire and de- 
struction upon the detestable followers 
of a “false messiah”; we have a zealot 
of grace who was constrained to say, 
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?” We have, in Paul, a servant of 
Christ who was able to write: 


“For God is my witness whom I serve in my 
spirit, in the Gospel of His Son” (Rom. 1:9). 


and who could have sung: 


Jesus sought me when a stranger 


Wandering from the fold of God; 
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14 Those who tread in His footsteps shall sit on His throne. 





He to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 


O to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be, 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 


Paul was “an apostle by the will of 
God.” In each of his epistles we are 
impressed with his divine apostleship. 
“Paul, an apostle, not from men, 
neither by man, but through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father . . .” “And 
when it pleased God who marked me 
out from my mother’s womb and 
called me through His grace . . .” 
(Gal. 1:1, 15). The apostle clearly 
declares that men had absolutely noth- 
ing whatsoever to do with his ordi- 
nation to the Gospel. By the use of 
the words “from men,” and “through 
man,” he insists that there was neither 
corporate nor individual pressure put 
upon him which forced him into the 
“ministry.” In fact, he goes so far as 
to say that before his birth, while still 
in the womb, God had “horizoned 
him off” (Gk.) unto the Gospel. 


The experience on the Damascus 
road was merely the notification cere- 
mony. Indeed, our Divine Lord con- 
firms Paul when, speaking to Ananias, 
He says: “Go thy way: for an instru- 
ment of choice he is to me, even this 
one...” (Acts 9:15). “An instrument 
of choice!” “Of choice,” so says our 
Lord. The grammatical construction 
strains to express absolute deliberate- 
ness. On top of this we have the added 


force of the demonstrative pronoun. 


By RALPH L. KEIPER 


The reason for the forcefulness of 
our Lord is the previous remark of 
Ananias: “Lord, / have heard by many 
of this man, how much evil he hath 
done to Thy saints at Jerusalem: And 
here he hath authority from the chief 
priests to bind all that call on Thy 
name.” Ananias may have heard from 
many. He had yet to hear from the 
Lord. In an answer of sovereign grace, 
Ananias is swept from his feet as the 
Lord replies as though saying: “I 
know what you have heard! I know 
what he is! I know what I have de- 
creed! I know what he will be! ‘even 
this.’ . And furthermore, though I 
startle you with the announcement, I 
give you the privilege of notifying him 


of the same:” What a call! What a_ 
Saviour! What an apostle! What a 
privilege! 


It was a privilege which the apostle 
never forgot. Hear his testimony to 
his “high calling in Christ Jesus”: 
“. . . to reveal His Son in me that I 
might gospel him among the heathen 

.” (Gal. 1:16). “Through whom 
(the risen Lord) we received grace 
and apostleship into faith’s obedience 
in all things in the interests of His 
name” (Rom. 1:5). “. . . Grace I have 
to the One who empowered me, Christ 
Jesus our Lord, because faithful did 
He consider me, having placed me into 
the ministry, who previously was a 
blasphemer and a persecutor, and in- 
solent, but J obtained mercy.” (1 Tim. 
1:12, 13). 


ETERNITY 











of 
of 


y 


=Ooe Oe See 


= 


° OD 


on 5 SB me. 


2 > SB mee So YT 














Can you not anticipate a great mes- 
sage from such a messenger? Notice 
his credentials. The Son of God— 
“His Son”—was unveiled in Paul per- 
sonally that he might “gospel Him” 
out to the Gentiles. His commission 
was to be obedient to the faith—to get 
in under what he had heard—(Gk. 
for “obedient”)—and carry it to the 
nations. Primarily his duty was not to 
win souls and to strengthen saints. 
His primary motive was to witness in 
“the interest of Christ’s name.” Low, 
under the law, he is called to heights 
of grace; Paul knew well— 


A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 

A never dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 


Arm me with jealous care, 

As in Thy sight to live; 

And O, Thy servant, Lord prepare 
A strict account to give. 


And thus to “the separated ones, 
and to the faithful,” he writes. The 
Greek word for “saint” implies three 
things. It implies separation from the 
world and unto Christ; it implies an 
inward purity which the Latin sanctus 
would suggest; it implies an inward 
conduct unto righteousness which the 
German heilige infers. Our sanctity is 
not a product of reformation, it is a 
gift of regeneration. Grace places us 
in the position of saints. Becoming 
pure and righteous does not make us 
saints, for sinners never can be pure 
and righteous. But when sinners be- 
come saints by God’s decree, then pure 
and righteous they may be. He reck- 
ons them so. As saints they have the 
privilege to live so. Hear the prayer of 
our Lord to the Father on our behalf: 
“T do not ask that Thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that Thou 
preservest them from the evil. From 
the world, they are not, even as I, My- 
self, am not from the world. Separate 
them in the truth. The Word, Thy 
Word, truth is” (John 17:15-17). 
As saints we are separated from the 
world within the sphere of the Word. 
As we live in the Word, we experience 
its cleansing power and its life-giving 
strength for our Godly living. In the 
sphere of the written Word, we fellow- 
ship with the Living Word, in order to 
become the illustrated Word — saints 
who let the light shine through. 

And as the illustrated Word, the 
saints in Ephesus were accounted 
“faithful.” They were truly devoted to 
their Lord. Hear His testimony con- 
cerning them: “I know thy deeds, and 
toil and patience, and that thou art 
not able to support evil ones, and hav- 
ing tested those who say they are 
apostles, and are not, you found them 
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liars . . . And you have been steadfast 
having withstood it for My name’s 
sake, having labored and not faint- 
ed...” (Rev. 2:2, 3). Good stewards 
of the faith, did their faithfulness 
account them (1 Cor. 4:2). 

Though our Authorized Version 
does not indicate it, scholars are not 
in complete agreement as to Ephesus’ 
being the original destination of this 
letter. The critical texts have the ex- 
pression “in Ephesus” in brackets. 
Some of the Church Fathers, Tertul- 
lian, Origen, Basil, Epiphanius and 
Jerome did not consider the letter ad- 
dressed to Ephesus since the name did 
not occur in their texts. In the texts 
Vaticanus and Sinaiticus and MS. 67, 
the phrase is omitted. Three possible 
solutions have been offered to the 
problem. It is to be simply regarded 
as a circular letter to the Church in 
general without reference to Ephesus 
in particular. Secondly, it is to be re- 
garded as a circular letter originally 
addressed to Ephesus, not as a mission 
station but as the provincial capital of 
Asia. This view is shared by Ussher 
and Lightfoot. Thirdly, as held by 
Bishop Moule, this letter was directly 
addressed to the Ephesian Church. 
There are too many manuscripts which 
contain the phrase “in Ephesus” not 
to take them into consideration. And 
the truth contained in this letter might 
logically be expected in the light of 
Paul’s long ministry at Ephesus. I am 
prone to share the view of Bishop 
Moule. 

Having identified the author of our 
epistle and having noted the character 
of the believers to whom he has writ- 
ten, we now turn to the benediction. 
We learn that it is a personal benedic- 
tion, that it contains grace and peace, 
and that it is divine. 

The benediction is personal as seen 
in the relationship between the saints 
and the apostle on the one hand and 
the Father and the Son on the other. 
Paul brings both together in the pos- 


sessive pronoun “our” (Gk.).. This 
speaks of relationship which issues in 
fellowship—redeemed humanity with 
Deity. The uniqueness of our faith lies 
in the fact that God and man are in 
communion through the God-Man, 
Jesus Christ. 

The first element of the benediction 
is grace—the unmerited favor of God 
which becomes the channel for our 
justification. “Being justified without 
a cause by His grace, through the pur- 
chase price, the one in Christ Jesus, 
which God did set forth a satisfactory 
sacrifice, through faith in His blood” 
(Rom. 3:24, 25). We had never 
known God had it not been for His 
grace. There was nothing within us to 
cause Him to make us righteous. Since 
we were worthless, there was no point 
in His redeeming us. Since we were 
enemies, there was no reason why He 
should be considerate of us. Without 
a cause—He redeemed us! Without a 
cause—He made us righteous! With- 
out a cause—He now considers us, not 
servants, but sons—in Christ. “For 
the grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared to all men” (Tit. 
2:11). And because of grace, we have 
peace. Peace from the Father and the 
Son. Knowing that God has dealt with 
us without a cause, knowing that our 
sin is put away from us, knowing that 
we have been made righteous, know- 
ing that we have a satisfactory sacri- 
fice with God, we have peace. 

The Greek verb from which the 
noun eirene, “peace,” comes is very 
suggestive in the light of our salvation. 
The word eirenewo means to make 
peace, to bring together into recon- 
ciliation opposing parties. Thus it is 
used in the classics and in the Apoc- 
rypha. Though this verb is not used 
in the New Testament, the idea is ex- 
pressed: “And by Him all things are 
restored unto Him, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross . . .” 
(Col. 1:20). 
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A profound impression was made on me in my youth by 
a simple object lesson which has never been far from 
my mind. The minister was illustrating the great text in 


Colossians, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God" (Col. 3:3). The minister took an envelope 
from his pocket, opened it and showed us the letter. 
There we were, soul enclosed in body as the letter was in 
the envelope. Anything could happen to that envelope 
and that letter. He smirched it, crumpled it and finally 
burned it. Then he took another and showed the position 
of the Christian. The letter was in the envelope: the en- 
velope was placed inside his Bible. Then when he had 
showed us how the letter could not be touched unless the 
Bible was destroyed, he took the Bible and put it inside 
his coat, next his heart, and buttoned the coat over it. 
| saw what it was to have life hid with Christ and in God, 
and | knew that | was very safe. Nothing could touch me 
until Christ was set aside and God put out of the way. 





The Devil fears a Christian who is constantly praising the Lord. 15 














NO MAN LIVETH UNTO 
HIMSELF 


In a recent book “Humanity and 
Happiness” by George Brochmann, the 
author points out that all work that 
men do they do because of their con- 
tacts with other men. No man wants 
to do anything simply because of his 
own interest in the work. 

Some may deny this but Brochmann 
illustrates it as follows. “We cannot 
really imagine absolute loneliness any 
more than we can imagine death. Even 
the greatest degree of loneliness that 
a human being can imagine is not ab- 
solute; he has the memory of other 
people with whom he will involuntarily 
reestablish contact in his imagination. 
An astronomer who has dedicated his 
efforts and energies to studying condi- 
tions on the planet Mars would not ac- 
cept an offer to be sent there in a 
rocket if he had no chance of coming 
back to this earth, or at least of com- 
municating his discoveries. In his 
daily work he is concerned only with 
learning as much as possible about 
Mars, but his curiosity would cease the 
moment he was prevented from passing 
on his knowledge. 

There are some sour implications 
about humanity in the logic of that 
conclusion, but the pride of man is 
such that the conclusion is surely true. 
The apostle Paul states frankly that no 
man liveth unto himself. The unsaved 
man lives to those who are around him 
while his life centers in himself. The 
difference in a man who is born again 
is that there is a new factor, or rather 
a new center in his life. The unsaved 
man lives in a circle whose center is in 
himself but that circle must, must in- 
clude other personalities. The true 
Christian lives in a different circle 
whose center is Christ. The circum- 
ference also includes other people, but 
the Christian now lives unto the Lord. 

The reason some Christians develop 
neuroses is that they are torn between 
the center of their ego circle, and 
Christ the center of the new circle. 
The unsaved man does not feel the pull 
of a second center which is a magnetic 
force and can therefore live in more 
temporary harmony than can some 
Christians, since he feels nothing but 
the gravitational pull of his own, old 
self center. Now if the Christian can 


16 Man is not taught anything to purpose until God becomes his teacher. 





learn that the I which is the center of 
the first circle must be crucified with 
Christ in order that the new I, which is 
Christ living in me (Gal. 2:20), can 
be the dominant force in life, he will 
learn that there is a new peace that 
passes all understanding which will 
keep his heart and mind in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 4:6, 7). 


ATTITUDE 


The world neither expects nor under- 
stands devotion to the Lord. Non- 
Christians are actuated entirely by mo- 
tives that are of and for self. When the 
unbeliever sees the believer looking to 
the Lord he, himself, turns his gaze 
Heavenward and sees nothing but 
clouds and thinks that there is some- 
thing slightly wrong with the believer. 

This fact was called to my attention 
sharply on the day that I wrote this 
editorial by two incidents that occurred 
within an hour or two, and which re- 
vealed the incomprehension of the un- 
saved. I entered the dining car of my 
train and ordered breakfast. The waiter 
brought a half grapefruit and set it in 
front of me. I bowed my head to thank 
the Lord for it and was immediately 
interrupted by the waiter: “What’s the 
matter with it? Isn’t it all right?” I 
looked up at him and said, “It looks 
perfect to me.” He replied, “But I saw 
you looking at it.” “No.” I answered, 
“I was merely thanking my Heavenly 
Father through the Lord Jesus Christ 
that He had been so kind and loving 
as to create for us such things as 
grapefruit. Suppose that He had 
created us so that we were like donkeys, 
to have nothing but oats and hay, hay 
and oats.” The waiter nodded and re- 
peated, “I thought you had found 
something wrong with the grapefruit.” 

The night before this incident, just 
before I had taken my train for the 
journey, the committee which had 
charge of my meetings in a certain city 
had handed me some money to pay my 
expenses, and it had been taken out of 
the offering just as the people had 
given it. There had been two or three 
dollars in nickles and dimes to make 
up the sum that was due. When I left 
the train in the morning I checked in 
at my hotel and went to the cashier’s 
window to give up my half pound or so 
of metal for some paper. The girl 


looked at me with a broad grin and 
said, “Ah! the winner. Was it stud 
or draw?” For the benefit of some 
who may not know the terms I will ex- 
plain that these terms refer to two 
types of poker. I looked at the girl and 
said, “As a matter of fact, that comes 
from a church offering and represents 
the love and sacrifice of people in 
modest circumstances who put those 
very coins into the offering as a gift of 
thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for having saved their souls, and for 
all His daily mercies.” She looked at 
the heap of metal in front of her ‘with 
strange eyes, her hands suspended 
above it as though she were afraid to 
touch it. 


Peter tells us that the unsaved “think 
it strange that you run not with them 
to the same excess of riot” (1 Pet. 4: 
4). I was able to witness to the waiter 
and to the cashier of the saving grace 
of God, and thanked God for the grape- 
fruit and the coins which had been the 
means of exalting His name. Christ 
was able to lead a soul to Himself by 
asking the woman of Samaria for a 
drink of water. Grapefruit, coins, wa- 
ter—and everything else in life—can 
be the means of glorifying our Lord. 
As you read these lines there is some- 
thing within ten feet of you that can be 
the means of praise to the Saviour if 
you ask Him to open your eyes. 


CHILD EVANGELISM 


There is no doubt of the importance 
of sowing the seed of the Word of God 
in young hearts. Every minister in the 
course of his experience meets with 
some adult sinner who has within his 
memory the verses that he learned in 
childhood and which are so many 
points of vantage within the territory 
of the heart that can be used to break 
down the hardness against the Gospel. 

A little girl once asked her mother 
how old she must be before she could 
love the Lord Jesus Christ. The mother 
thought for a moment, prayed for the 
right answer, “How old, darling, were 
you when you began to love me?” The 
little one, rather astonished, said, 
“Why Mother dear, I have always 
loved you.” “Then you can love the 
Lord Jesus Christ here and now,” said 
the mother. 

We believe from what we have seen 
and heard of many phases of the 
evangelism of children throughout the 
United States that there is entirely too 
much pressure being made for a “de- 
cision” on the part of the child. Un- 
doubtedly, it is glorifying to the flesh 
of the worker to have a meeting and to 
end it with some sort of invitation that 
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can easily get a child to put up his 
hand, or come forward, or sign a card, 
or some other form of decision, and 
make one more figure for the statistics 
of the teacher or the organization. We 
believe that a child can make forty 
such decisions in forty such meetings 
and count as an item in forty tables of 
statistics. 

It would be much better if the teach- 
er told the Bible story and spread forth 
the Gospel before the children and 
made the positive declaration of: the 
good news that God was satisfied with 
the death of Christ instead of the death 
of the sinner, and let the Holy Spirit 
carry on the work of applying that 
great truth to the child’s need. 

There is a great deal of ignorance 
of the psychology of a child on the 
part of many children’s workers. The 
fact that a child finds himself at grips 
with his old nature and committing 
some sin whether it be a meanness, a 
lie or something else, will frequently 
undo all that the worker has done in 
getting a decision, unless the child has 
been thoroughly taught that believing 
in Christ does not make him perfect 
and that it increases rather than mini- 
mizes the struggle between the flesh 
and the Spirit. 

A child is capable of learning Chris- 
tian doctrine much more easily than 
many people think. A worker, there- 
fore, should not confine herself to 
stories of the Gospel and points of de- 
cision, but should go on to teach the 
child the heart of Christian doctrine, 
the nature of justificatidn, sanctifica- 
tion, redemption, the new birth, origi- 
nal sin, and other matters which be- 
come very difficult when first con- 
fronted in adult age but which are 
really very simple when taught directly 
to the child. 


If every child were taught, in learn- 
ing the anatomy of his body, that the 
hard bone of his knee was the “patella” 
he would never have any difficulty in 
learning the word later when he came 
to study anatomy. He would pick up 
“knee cap” in time without the slight- 
est strain on his mind. It is only when 
he has known “knee cap” from baby- 
hood and hits “patella” at the age of 
twenty for the first time that there is 
a difficulty. It is exactly the same with 
much of Christian doctrine. Theologi- 
cal terms are not a jargon for the 
amusement of theologians, but are 
words that are needed to convey exact 
thinking. 

It will take a little more work on 
the part of the teacher properly to 
teach the child the great truths of the 
Scripture, but when the doctrine is im- 
planted it will be there forever and the 
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child will grow up with the certainty 
of the fact that God has dealt with his 
sins and that He declares that He is 
satisfied with the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ instead of the death of the 
individual. The seed is sown in the 
springtime, the harvest is in the au- 
tumn. An attempt to get too early a 
harvest may defeat the whole purpose 
of the work. 


SUDDEN PRAYER 


It is very important that we should 
keep understanding that the way into 
the holiest of all is an open way. We 
have every right to come boldly and 
*as we grow in the knowledge of the life 
that is Christ we will find ourself more 
and more often turning to Him in 
prayer for brief glances even in the 
midst of our heaviest duties. These 
moments of ejaculatory prayer will not 
have to be known to those with whom 
we are working or talking. The Lord 
sees the heart and knows every gesture 
of the mind and soul toward Himself. 

In the journal of Dr. Andrew Bonar 
we read: “I find that unless I keep up 
short prayer throughout the day, at in- 
tervals, I lose the very spirit of prayer.” 
It is possible to develop such a habit. 

If we were visiting a friend, we 
would not speak with him for ten 
minutes before breakfast and for a 
quarter of an hour before retiring at 
night, but there would be the natural, 
easy intercourse at all times. Both you 
and the friend might be occupied with 
varied tasks, but it would be quite 
normal to speak a single sentence con- 
cerning something of interest that has 
come to mind, or to ask a simple ques- 
tion when a need arises. Such should 
be our life with the Lord. It is un- 
doubtedly this sort of thing that was 
in the mind of the Apostle when he 
wrote: “Pray without ceasing” (1 
Thes. 5:17). Paul was not a monk who 
had retired to a monastery to spend 
his life in prayer of attitude or gesture; 
he was a man moving about Rome, 
absorbed in a thousand occupations 
and engaged in a multitude of works of 
witness. But in the midst of it all there 
was the quick upsurge of the heart. 

Another example can serve to show 
the purpose of this brief stab of prayer 
in the midst of ordinary life. Two peo- 
ple who love each other very dearly 
may be spending an evening in a social 
company. They may each be absorbed 
with a circle of friends, but they are so 
aware of the presence of the one who 
is loved that they constantly find the 
opportunity of looking across the room 
and beyond the sea of intervening faces 
for the quick crossing of the glance 
that is so rich to those who know the 


reality of true love. 

I have watched a certain minister, 
who is tremendously in love with his 
wife, enter the pulpit and bow in 
prayer. Inevitably when he raises his 
eyes he lets them sweep over the con- 
gregation to find his dear one. There 
is a glance that would not be noticed 
by any but the sharply perceptive. But 
she sees it as a searching smile and is 
always ready to meet it. This ‘is the 
devotion to our Lord that can be prac- 
ticed in daily living, and which will re- 
pay rich rewards of His love to us. 


HIM AND I 


We recently met a man of whom we 
knew nothing. The meeting was in the 
club car of a train and we began talk- 
ing. The man was well dressed and 
talked interestingly, but all of a sudden 
in the midst of his conversation he be- 
trayed his background and its insufh- 
ciencies by saying, “And finally it was 
him and I that had to do the job.” 

The man may have been an estima- 
ble man, and his lack of a knowledge 
of elementary grammar is not to be 
held against him. He may have been 
a better oilfield engineer than some 
college trained men who might hold 
positions similar to his. Their knowl- 
edge of the proper way to join nomi- 
native pronoun with nominative pro- 
noun is of no use when men are trying 
to contain a gusher. 

But the incident set me to thinking. 
Is it possible for me to betray a car- 
nality in Christian living by some word 
that does not agree with my profes- 
sion? There is a tendency among 
Christians to still the conscience with 
the fact of the new birth without being 
too concerned with the manifestations 
of the life of Christ in our body and in 
our walk. ; 

It should never satisfy us that we 
are saved; if we are dead with Him we 
should have Him reigning in our 
bodies so that no word or gesture shall 
deny the outward appearance of our 
calling. Everything in the mind and 
in the flesh is to be brought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience to Christ. This 
is true sanctification. 

The reason why many believers do 
not feel the incongruity between their 
words and thoughts and habits and 
those of their Lord is that they have 
not been enough with Him to sense the 
difference. It is by reason of use that 
the senses are exercised to discern 
(Heb. 5:14). A man who lives with 
people of good speech will insensibly 
adopt their vocabulary and their gram- 
mar. A man who lives in close inti- 
macy with Christ will insensibly mani- 
fest His indwelling presence. 


Salvation is free but discipleship costs everything we have. 17 











STILL SPEAKING— 


The Wycliffe Series of Christian 
Classics by Robert N. Oerter 


Many of the great, evangelical 
books of the past are unknown or 
unavailable today. This is a deep 
loss to our generation, but it is a 
loss that is being corrected. During 
the past few years several publish- 
ing houses have begun reissuing 
these treasures from the past. 

Although some have criticized the 
reprinting of these classics, we feel 
that this effort is a great benefit to 
the Christian public. This does not 
release contemporary writers from 
the duty of wrestling to produce 
strong, clear books for our time, but 
on the other hand why should we 
refrain from reissuing a good old 
book to give preference to a modern 
lightweight work? Often these older 
books have a depth, an excellence, a 
richness, that shames us. Often these 
older books say things we need to 
hear better than anyone ‘is saying 
the same things today. 

The Moody Press has given us a 
splendid example of how to reissue 
Christian classics. After years of 
study of the greatest volumes of all 
the centuries, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
outstanding bibliographer, prepared 
a list of the choicest of these books. 
Assisting Dr. Smith in editing the 
series is S. Maxwell Coder, editor-in- 
chief of Moody Press. These works 
are being published as The Wy- 
cliffe Series of Christian Classics. 
All the books in the series are in 
uniform binding of fine quality, 
with good paper and inviting type. 
Since 1947, five volumes have been 
reprinted. The next volume, soon 
to be released, is “Our Lord Prays 
for His Own” by Marcus Rainsford. 
This is a study of our Lord’s prayer 
in John 17. This article aims to 
whet your appetite for the spiritual 
food in these fine books. 


The Suffering Saviour 


This book is a series of medita- 
tions on the sufferings and death of 





Robert N. Oerter, B.D., is Assistant Pastor 
of the South Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, 
N. Y. Mr. Ocerter was formerly on the staff 
of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and 
served as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy during 
the war. 
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Christ. The fifty-three chapters are 
wholly concerned with the “passion 


week.” The events of the seven days: 


are grouped under these divisions: 
“The Outer Court,” “The Holy 
Place,” and “The Most Holy Place.” 

F. W. Krummacher (1796-1868) 
was a minister of the Reformed 
Church in Germany. The age to 
which he spoke was much like ours: 
a time of humanistic thinking, dis- 
tinctively nationalistic. Against this 
evil trend Krummacher stood as the 
staunch supporter of the evangelical 
faith. With vigor and vividness he 
defended the great truths of the Bi- 
ble. “It is generally acknowledged 
that Krummacher was the greatest 
of all preachers in Germany in the 
middle of the 19th century—prob- 
ably the greatest evangelical preach- 
er in all Europe at that time.” 

Dr. Wilbur Smith declares that 
this book is “the greatest single vol- 
ume written during the 19th cen- 
tury on the passion of our Lord.” 
The author himself tells us how he 
approached these crucial days of 
Christ. “There is no feature in the 
history of the passion which is de- 
void of significance. Throughout 
there is a manifestation of superior 
arrangement and divine depth of 
purpose. We find the key to it in 
the words, ‘God made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him’.” In every detail the 
author finds the clue to understand- 
ing in the fact of the Mediatorship 
of Christ. Not a trifle is untouched; 
he finds meaning in all. With power 
and loving beauty the author shows 
how terrible and how necessary 
Christ’s death was. Throughout the 
entire book the reader is confronted 
with the divine Redeemer and the 
Redeemer’s purpose. 

Seldom do we read such deep 
things said so simply. The writing 
is excitingly clear. Nowhere does the 
thinking seem fuzzy or heavy. There 
is a richness of style that belongs to 
great preaching — varied structure, 
abundant contrasts, forceful verbs, 
and vivid images that stand out, 
sharp and precise. More impressive 


and helpful is the author’s warm, 
reverent handling of the Word of 
God and his humble, confident 
knowledge of our Lord. Never have 
we seen the voluntary aspect of 
Christ’s work better set forth than in 
this classic. 

If at times you have wondered 
that you could read the record of 
the passion without deep emotion, 
then read this book. In a wonderful 
way you will be able to enter into 
the suffering of our Saviour as you 
never have before. You will close 
the book with a deepened sense of 
the grandeur of our Lord and a 
greater understanding of what it 
cost Him to bring us to God. This 
book has moved me more than any 
other that I have read upon the pas- 
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Memoirs of McCheyne 


Robert Murray McCheyne was one 
of God’s choice men. Born in Edin- 
burgh in 1813, he lived a life of re- 
markable singleness of heart with 
one purpose—the glory of Christ in 
the salvation of souls. For six years 
he was pastor of St. Peter’s Church, 
Dundee, Scotland. Although he died 
when only twenty-nine years of age, 
he had already made a’ powerful 
spiritual impact upon Scotland, and 
through the many editions of his 
“Memoirs,” McCheyne still exerts a 
potent influence for good. One of 
his friends said, ““To know him was 
the best interpretation of many texts. 
His eye was single, his aim was souls 
—souls for Jesus’ sake. The occasion 
of his uncommon success was the 
consistency and conspicuousness of 
his Christian character. His preach- 
ing was impressive for his life ap- 
plied it.” 

The Rev. Andrew A. Bonar origi- 
nally edited the “Memoir and Re- 
mains” of Robert Murray Mc- 
Cheyne, which has appeared in 
scores of editions during the past 
hundred years. This present volume 
contains a biographical introduction 
written by S. Maxwell Coder which 
is an able condensation of the origi- 
nal memoir by Bonar. The main 
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part of the volume contains a fresh 
reprint of McCheyne’s famous let- 
ters to various friends, pastoral let- 
ters to his people, Bible messages, 
and other papers. 

The following quotations, culled 
at random from his letters and mes- 
sages, will give an idea of the man’s 
powerful simplicity and searching 
honesty. “The only way to be kept 
from falling is to grow. If you stand 
still, you will fall.” “For one look 
at yourself, take ten looks at Christ.” 
“Speak to your people as on the 
brink of eternity.” “Do you feel that 
Jesus has put the nails through your 
lusts? Do you wish they were dead?” 
“There is no argument like a holy 
life!” “I feel there are two things it 
is impossible to desire with sufficient 
ardor—personal holiness, and the 
honor of Christ in the salvation of 
souls.” 

The power of this book is the au- 
thor’s transparent honesty, his deep 
spiritual intent, and the unflagging 
exaltation of Jesus Christ. Christ is 
on every page. One cannot read this 
volume carefully without deep spir- 
itual enrichment. Many a man has 
been kept from sin through the 
memory of this holy young man. 
Many a man has been encouraged 
after a fall by this saint’s gracious 
presentation of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To know this book well is 
to know one of God’s choice men. 
To follow his practical suggestions is 
to know his Lord with. sweet clear- 
ness and with power. There are very 
few books that stir the heart with 
love toward Christ and a hunger for 
holiness. This book is one of them. 


The Holy War 


John Bunyan (1628-1688) is one 
of history’s surprises. Although he 
had little schooling himself, he has 
taught countless generations through 
his writings. Although he had never 
studied English style, wise people are 
still studying his style. The career 
of John Bunyan is a marvel. His 
conversion and spiritual struggles 
were a marvel of God’s grace. His 
powerful preaching appealed to all 
classes of men, but especially to the 
common people who heard him 
gladly. His eminence in literature is 
unquestioned. His spiritual influ- 
ence is so profound that it has been 
said “his writings have affected the 
spiritual opinions of the English 
race in every part of the world more 
powerfully than any book or books 
except the Bible.” 


ception of the conflict between the 
forces of good and evil for the pos- 
session of the human soul. The au- 
thor portrays a man’s life as the 
arena in which God and Satan strive 
for the mastery. The full title of the 
work is: “The Holy War, Made by 
Shaddai upon Diabolus, for the Re- 
gaining of the Metropolis of the 
World; Or the Losing and Taking 
Again of the Town of Mansoul.” 
The city of Mansoul, representative 
of this world as well as the individ- 
ual soul, created by God for fellow- 
ship with Him, is seized by Diabolus 
with the cooperation of Mansoul. 
By using the law and Gospel, Shad- 
dai repossesses Mansoul, and Diabo- 
lus is bound in chains. Joy reigns in 
the city and Emmanuel is enthroned 
in the heart of the city, but Man- 
soul fails to maintain proper rela- 
tions with his Lord, and there is 
backsliding. Finally the defection is 
corrected, and Mansoul is once 
again rightly related to his Lord and 
is growing in grace. 

The reviewer's first reaction to this 
famous book was that it was pretty 
dull and not too helpful, but after 
a little meditation, rich insights 
abounded. Do not try to read the 
volume too quickly; every character 
and every action has a spiritual sig- 
nificance worth understanding. Do 
not expect it to be as quick-moving 
and personal as “Pilgrim’s Progress.” 
After all, “Pilgrim’s Progress” is the 
greatest of all religious allegories, 
and even the second best will suffer 
by comparison. 

This volume everywhere evidences 
a full knowledge of the Word of 
God and a rich understanding of 
the heart of man. In it are spiritual 
principles much needed in our time. 
We are reminded that Satan is 
mighty, but God strictly limits his 
power. God has the last word. Un- 
belief and Satan are always found 
together. Faith is shown to be es- 
sential to the new birth and to the 
new life. Faith is the victory that 
overcomes. All Christian experience 
flows from faith, and this experience 
is based on Jesus Christ. In all this 
it is God who has the initiative and 
control. We cannot be successful 
alone; only when Christ is acknowl- 
edged and enthroned can we be 
good and happy. 


The Life and Diary of 
David Brainerd 


“Here is a book which for two 
centuries has had a mighty ministry 


fluencing the ministries of such 
Christian stalwarts as Payson, Mc- 
Cheyne and many others.” This 
moving book is an account of the 
inner life of a saintly young mis- 
sionary who died before he was thir- 
ty. David Brainerd (1718-1747) was 
a Connecticut youth, touched. by the 
Great Awakening in such a Way that 
he willingly. burned out his life: 
while taking the Gospel to the 
American Indians. He worked first 
between Stockbridge and Albany and 
later in New Jersey. He died in the 
home of his friend, Jonathan Ed- 
wards. 

Since President Edwards knew 
Brainerd personally, he was espe- 
cially well equipped to edit the 
young missionary’s “Diary and 
Journal.” This present volume has 
been re-edited by Philip E. Howard, 
Jr. of the Sunday School Times. He 
has omitted brief portions of the 
criginal work and has brought the 
punctuation and spelling up to date. 
Mr. Howard has also given us a help- 
ful sketch of the Life and Work of 
Jonathan Edwards. 

The nature of the book is best 
brought out by Mr. Edwards in the 
Preface. “In the following account, 
the reader will have an opportunity 
to see not only what were the ex- 
ternal circumstances and remarkable 
incidents of the life of this person, 
and how he spent his time from day 
to day, as to his external behavior; 
but also what passed in his own 
heart.” This honest book opens be- 
fore us the heart, mind, and dispo- 
sition of a great soul in the course 
of eight years’ trials and growth. It 
is a picture so forceful that you will 
never forget the spirit of this man 
who gave himself so unstintingly to 
Christ and His work. 

What characteristics marked this 
man whose: influence is still felt? 
He was a praying man. . How fre- 
quently in the diary you find the 
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ot Widen on the Weld 


If we wish to know what the Roman Catholic 
Church really thinks about us, we can secure a 
fairly good idea from the publications that are is- 
sued in Italy by the Church for home consumption. 
The Pope in his last Christmas message called the 
Protestants “the separated brothers,” but the Catho- 
lic leaders in Italy call them “wolves and serpents.” 

Recently a book has been published in Italian by 
the Jesuit priest, Vittorio Genovasi. The book was 
presented with fanfare and trumpets, and its title 
was “I Believe the Church; I do not Believe the 
Protestants.” The title could be forgiven, for in a 
world of free speech it is permissible to defend 
one’s own doctrines and to set them forth in a way 
that will command an attentive audience. But what 
should call us sharply to attention and make us 
look more deeply are the two lurid pictures which 
form the front and back covers of the volume. As I 
write I have copies of these pictures before me, and 
I wish to give a detailed description of them in order 
that our readers may know what Rome really thinks 
about the Protestants. 


First of all, let me describe the front cover pic- 
ture. At the top is a reproduction of St. Peter’s 
Church in Rome, with light rays proceeding from 
it, as from a sun. This church is built upon a rock, 
which exalts it far above an extensive plain, and 
on the topmost portion of the rock is engraved the 
inscription, “They shall not prevail.” It is a distor- 
tion of the Biblical phrase, “And the gates of Hell 
shall not prevail against it.” And the word “they” 
as the rest of the picture shows, means “the Protes- 
tants.” Around that step a multitude of people 
stand, as the true sheep of the flock representing the 
followers of Rome. On the face of the cliff are the 
words, “Una Santa Cattolica Apostolica Romana.” 
This means “One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, Roman.” 
The fact that these adjectives are strung togther 
without a noun should deceive no one. They are the 
adjectives that begin one of the most famous papal 
bulls of history—the bull Unam sanctam, which was 
an official utterance of the Pope ordering the physi- 
cal destruction of all Protestants, and commanding 
Catholics to kill, maim, destroy and annihilate -all 
Protestants, Lutherans, Calvinists, and the rest. The 
bull even says that women with child are to have 
the womb ripped open that the unborn child might 
be destroyed lest it grow up to become a Protestant. 
In the picture which we are describing, the plain 
around the rock supporting the church is filled with 
wolves, savage and lean-starved creatures. On each 
of the wolves there is a name, and we read, “Episco- 
palian,” “Youth for Christ,” “Salvation Army,” 
“Y.M.C.A.,” “Presbyterian,” “Pentecostals,” “Cal- 
vinists,” “Lutherans,” and so on. Some of the 
wolves are in the air as though they had leaped for 
the lambs that are at the base of the church, but 
they are all in a position of being hurled back. 

The second picture, that which is on the back of 


Heaven must be in us before we are in Heaven. 


the book, represents the Virgin Mary, enthroned on 
the clouds of Heaven, with a halo around her head, 
and with a protecting arm thrown over a globe of 
the whole earth. Around her, in attitudes of adora- 
tion are seven famous Italians, including St. Francis 
of Assisi; Manzoni, the 19th century political leader 
who worked for the Independence of Italy, but who 
certainly was not too ardent a Romanist; Volta, the 
physicist whose name has given us the word for 
electric power, “volts”; Dante, who certainly de- 
scribed some of the Popes as being in Hades; Co- 
lumbus, who was probably included because through 
him Rome can lay claim to the new world; St. 
Catherine; and, finally the other St. Francis. At 
the bottom of the picture a pit of great snakes is 
being attacked by a mighty angel with great wings 
and a sharp, two-edged sword. The snakes are all 
named—the most prominent one is marked “Bap- 
tists,” and others bear the names of “Methodists,” 
“Lutherans,” and other Protestant bodies. 

Here is Rome in its real beliefs and in its real at- 
titudes. Anything else is for propaganda purposes 
and should never be trusted. 


The information from Italy concerning the 
attitude of the Roman Church ‘that is to be 
found in the above paragraphs was placed in 
my hands by leaders of the American Protes- 
tant Defense League. If you do not know about 
this organization, you should tuck the fol- 
lowing information away in the files of your 
mind. The League was formed sixteen years 
ago by Dr. Thomas E. Little, in order to pro- 
tect the interests of Protestant children who 
were committed to Catholic institutions. The 
work has grown to the extent that it now pos- 
sesses its own headquarters in New York City, 
with adequate facilities for all its work. The 
type of thing that the League has been out- 
standingly successful in doing may be illus- 
trated by the following case. 

A Protestant child whose parents died when 
she was four, was placed in the care of an 
uncle, whose wife was a Catholic. This Catho- 
lic aunt took the child to a Catholic orphanage, 
had her baptized as a Catholic and committed 
to the orphanage. The child was moved from 
one place to another and Dr. Little went to 
Baltimore where the nuns refused to allow 
him to see the girl. Dr. Little went to the 
courts, secured a writ of habeas corpus, 
forced the release of the child and her return 
to a married sister, a Protestant, in the state 
of North Carolina. If you know of any case 
demanding legal protection of any Protestant 
interests, communicate with Dr. Thomas Lit- 
tle, 350 West 26th St., New York City. We 
can heartily endorse this work. 
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YESTERDAY’S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


A scholarly and deeply spiritual 
commentary was completed by Benja- 
min Boothroyd in 1818 and printed in 
1824. The author was the son of a 
shoemaker at Warley, Halifax, York- 
shire. At six years old he had been 
taught at the village school to read the 
whole Bible. Later he ran away from 
home and obtained work with a Meth- 
odist in Lanarkshire, but returned to 
his parents and was converted in 1785 
when about seventeen years old. After 
attending a Nonconformist college he 
became the minister of an independent 
chapel at Ponteract when only twenty- 
two. His preaching was so powerful 
that the chapel had to be abandoned 
and a larger one built. He taught 
himself Hebrew, and issued an edition 
of the Hebrew Bible at his own press, 
which he had established to augment 
his income. His wide interests included 
the local history of Ponteract, and the 
commentary that we are about to con- 
sider was thought of so highly, that 
Boothroyd was given the degree of 
D.D. by the University of Glasgow. 
He was a good and true man of great 
spiritual power. 

Here are part of his “Reflections” 
upon the third chapter of John’s Gos- 
pel: “We are taught what is indispens- 
ably requisite in order to be the sub- 
jects of Christ’s kingdom on earth, or 
to share in the glories and happiness 
of it in Heaven. We are degenerate 
and sinful, and must therefore be born 
again, be born of the Spirit; for with- 
out this change we cannot understand 
or relish the spiritual blessings and 
privileges of this kingdom. No merely 
external advantages will avail; not the 
acquisition of science, the refinements 
of education, or even the enjoyment 
of the highest religious advantages. We 
may possess all these, and yet be in 
spiritual darkness; may be the slaves 
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of our unhallowed propensities and 
dead in trespasses and sin. Hence let 
us implore the divine Spirit, who by 
His mysterious influence can change 
our hearts, enlighten our minds, and 
give life to our souls; and who will 
become in us a spirit of grace and 
supplication; and be our comforter 
and sanctifier. 

“From our Lord’s further remarks, 
we learn the amazing love of God in 
the gift of His dear son to.a sinful 
world. In the fullness of time God sent 
His Son, made of a woman, and in the 
likeness of sinful flesh; but He came 
from above, from the bosom of the 
Father, and spoke what He knew, and 
testified what He had seen. O what 
love that such a person should come to 
be a light to enlighten the nations, and 
the glory of God’s people Israel! But 
how much greater is this love that He 
should come to be lifted up upon the 
cross, to suffer and die for our sins! 
The Father did not spare Him; Jesus 
did not spare Himself. He was stricken, 


smitten of God and afflicted; and yet 
as the good shepherd, He laid down 
His life for the sheep. Let Him be the 
object of our confidence, love and 
gratitude; and let us bear His re- 
proach joyfully.” 

Equally valuable and inspiring are 
the writer’s reflections on the last 
chapter of the Bible, some of which are 
as follows: “How lovely, holy, and 
happy was man when formed after the 
image of God, and placed in the gar- 
den of Eden, where grew every tree 
suitable for food or pleasant to behold, 
and which was watered with copious 
and never failing streams! How much 
superior is the paradise above, where 
flows the pure crystal stream of life 
from the throne of God and the Lamb; 
where grows the Tree of Life, full of 
fruit to regale and bless all who par- 
take of it, and whose very leaves are 
salutary and healing. May we thirst 
for these waters, and receive them, 
even the life-giving Spirit, with His in- 
fluences, that we may live and enjoy 
the fruits of redeeming love by faith, 
and forever in Heaven. There is no 
curse there, because there is no sin; 
and there shall be no night of dark- 
ness and trouble, because there is no 
curse. Jesus having been made a curse 
for His people, He has removed it 
from them; and as a proof of it, He 
calls them in this life to the knowledge 
of salvation through the forgiveness of 
sin, and creates them anew after His 
own image, in righteousness and true 
holiness. His name is on their fore- 
heads; and they shall see His face with 
unutterable joy and delight, and for- 
ever dwell and reign with Him. O let 
us realize by faith this happiness and 
glory; and then we may leave the 
world’s poor toys to the men of the 
world, without envy. Heaven is our 
home, and Jehovah our portion.” 

The commentary ends with a sen- 
tence that is typical of its author. 
“May the grace, the converting, sancti- 
fying, and saving grace, of our Lord 
Jesus be with all my readers, and with 
the poor sinner who has written these 
meditations. Amen and amen.” 


An awakened conscience can only be safely and surely quieted by the cross. 21 














July 1 
SETH: FOR GOD . . . HATH APPOINTED 
ME ANOTHER SEED (4:25) 

It is impossible to destroy the plan of 
God. The prophecy at the judgment of 
the serpent had been that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent’s head. 
Satan immediately made war on the idea, 
and in getting one son to kill his brother 
he thought he had destroyed the possi- 
bility of fulfilling the promise. But an- 
other son was born, and his name, Seth, 
means “appointed.” He was chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, 
and the line of the Saviour was now sure. 
It is interesting to note that Eve recog- 
nized that Seth was replacing Abel and 
not Cain. There is a glimmer of spiritual 
comprehension. 

LORD, MAY WE EVER WALK IN THY 
PLAN. 


July 2 
THEN BEGAN MEN TO CALL THEM- 
SELVES BY THE NAME OF THE LORD 
(4:26) 

We prefer this marginal translation to 
that found in the King James text. Exo- 
dus 6:3 tells us that men did not under- 
stand the name jehovah to be a name of 
God. It was jehovah with a small j, as 
we would speak of a saviour who saved 
our lives. God had promised a deliverer 
and men somehow called themselves by 
His name. Their comprehension was small 
but their faith was great. They were 
allying themselves to the Lord and were 
calling themselves His people. It is not 
how much you know but how your heart 
is turned toward God that counts. 

LORD, MAY WE TAKE THY NAME, AND 
NOT IN VAIN. 


July 3 
IN THE LIKENESS OF GOD MADE 
HE HIM (5:1) 

This does not mean, of course, that 
God has a physical image. A tree has a 
body, an animal has a body and a soul 
(so the Hebrew states), and man has 
body, soul and spirit. We are a trinity. 
Our likeness to God is a moral and in- 
tellectual likeness. The likeness was lost 
in the fall and is regained in our new 
birth. The believer must ever remember 
that God saved him in order that this 
likeness might be fully restored. We are 
told that the purpose of predestination 
was that we might be conformed to the 
image of God’s Son (Rom. 8:29). The 
whole of the sculpturing, whittling, sand- 


22 In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart. 


papering process of the Christian life is 
to this end. 
LORD, CONFORM US TO CHRIST. 


July 4 


BLESSED THEM AND CALLED THEIR 
NAME ADAM (5:2) 


Eve is not a name, it is a title. God’s 
name for the woman is Adam. She is 
looked upon in her husband. That is 
why Miss X when she marries Mr. Y be- 
comes Mrs. Y. It is difficult to define a 
woman apart from her husband. Who is 
she? Oh, her husband is Senator Smith. 
Who is she? Oh, she is the girl who ran 
away and married the garbage collector. 
There wouldn’t be so many divorces if 
women were willing to be women and to 
take the place that God has given them. 
They are to lose their identity in the 
identity of the husband, because mar- 
riage is a picture of the church and 
Christ and we are to lose our identity in 
Christ. 

LORD, MAY WE BE FAITHFUL TO OUR 
BRIDGEGROOM. 


July 5 


IN HIS OWN LIKENESS, AFTER HIS 
IMAGE (5:3) 


When Cain was born, Eve thought she 
had the little saviour, the little deliverer. 
But he was Cain, the murderer. Now 
Adam and Eve have a son, Seth, and 
there is no doubt about it any more: 
Seth and all of the other sons of Adam, 
including yourself and myself, are born 
after the likeness of Adam, and are in 
the image of Adam. There are no more 
human beings on this earth in the image 
of God. We must be born again to be in 
the image of God (Col. 3.10; Eph. 4:24) . 
Remember that your baby is in the image 
of Adam, and then you will not be so 
prone to spoil the child. You will ever 
bear him before God that the regenerat- 
ing work may be done, and that the like- 
ness of Christ may be manifested in the 
child in the new birth. 

LORD, REGENERATE US, AND RENEW 
US, AND OUR CHILDREN. 


July 6 


SONS AND DAUGHTERS (5:4) 


All of the supposed difficulties in the 
Bible fade when we read all of the Word 
of God. Some wonder where Cain got his 
wife, but the Bible shows us an ever in- 
creasing family. Collett, in his’ book “All 
about the Bible,” (ETERNtTy Book Service, 
$2.00) shows us that if only a portion of 
the race married, and if only a portion 
of these had children, the population of 
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the earth was ai Icast a million by the 
time Adam died. We believe that all 
grew up, and that all married and that 
all had large families and that more 
probably Adam saw five million of his 
own progeny on the earth before he 
died. The stream was pure at the source. 
LORD, MAY WE NEVER QUIBBLE WITH 
THY WORD. 


July 7 


HE BEGAT ENOCH (5:18) 


If we read the fourth chapter, we find 
there is an Enoch who is the grandson 
of Adam, by Cain. Now we find another 
Enoch, who is one of the godliest of the 
men of the Bible. God doesn’t want you 
to mix the two so he tells us in the book 
of Jude of Enoch, the seventh from 
Adam. Not the third from Adam. God 
is saying, Do not get My Enoch mixed up 
with the Devil’s Enoch. God has an 
Enoch; the Devil has an Enoch. God 
has convicts; the Devil has convicts. God 
has millionaires; the Devil has million- 
aires. God has doctors; the Devil has 
doctors. God has preachers; the Devil 
has preachers. Do not get them mixed 
up, says God; My Enoch is the seventh 
and not the third from Adam. 

LORD, MAY WE LIVE SO THE WORLD 
CAN'T MISTAKE US FOR THEIR OWN. 


July 8 


AND ENOCH... BEGAT METHUSELAH 
(5:21) 


The man that walked with God had a 
son with a strange name. Methuselah 
means: “When he is gone it will come.” 
Strange? No. Enoca was exercised with 
the ungodliness of his cousins and God 
announced judgment. When would it 
come? Watch the little baby grow to be 
the oldest man that would ever live on 
the earth. The name of the child was 
a revelation from God. There is evi- 
dence that the soul of Enoch was greatly 
aroused because of the sin of his con- 
temporaries, and the more evil the world 
became the closer he walked with God. 
His godliness was written even on the 
name and life of his son. 

LORD, MAY WE HOLD OUR FAMILIES 
AS A TRUST FROM THEE. 


July 9 


ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD (5:22) 


Walking with God implies, first, agree- 
ment: Enoch had faith and was recon- 
ciled to God through the sacrifice. There 
could have been no agreement apart from 
this. Surrender: Enoch was surrendered 
to the will of God. He was a sinner like 
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every other son of Adam, but he was a 
‘ redeemed sinner, and was taking every 
advantage of his position. To walk with 
God is not an honor peculiar to Enoch; 
it is-a privilege that is open to every 
man and woman who has received Christ. 
We have access to God at all times and 
may come with boldness into the holiest 
of all. This means that the King receives 
you not merely in His throne room but 
in the most private of His apartments. 
You can come at any time. 
LORD, MAY WE WALK WITH THEE. 


July 10 
ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD (5:24) 
This wasn’t a single stroll. The walk- 
ing of verse 22 is still going on in verse 
24, three hundred years later. Jude tells 
us that he preached. And if you can tell 
about a man from the character of his 
preaching, you discover that he used the 
word ungodly four times in five lines. 
The cousins among whom he lived were 
ungodly and he had no reticence about 
labeling them ungodly. To walk with 
God is to learn to call things by His 
vocabulary, and Enoch used the word 
“ungodly” for ungodly people. And he 
had this testimony that he pleased God 
(Heb. 11:5). He may not have pleased 
his cousins but he pleased God. It is 
better to have the frown of men and the 
smile of God than to have the smile of 
men and the frown of God. 
LORD, MAY WE PLEASE THEE. 


July 11 
AND HE WAS NOT (5:24) 

If we had no more than this line, we 
could never say that Enoch had not died. 
It takes the revelation of Hebrews 11 to 
show us that Enoch escaped death. There 
are many ways of describing death: peo- 
ple say that one has “passed away,” 
“passed on,” “gone on.” Many times they 
are trying to escape the fact of death. 
The Christian Science Monitor never uses 
the words “died” or “death” of anyone. 
When Truman became President they 
wrote all about him and never referred 
to the death of the late President until 
almost the end of the article, and then 
only with the line, “With the passing of 
the late President. . .” They weren’t 
fooling anyone, of course. They were 
trying to fool themselves, but the shock 
of death will be terrible when they find 
themselves in the lake of fire. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT ONLY 
THE SHADOW OF DEATH CAN EVER 
TOUCH THE BELIEVER. 


July 12 
GOD TOOK HIM (5:24) 

God tells us that Enoch did not see 
death (Heb. 11:5). His family looked 
for him but “he was not found.” That 
must have been a man-hunt! The reason 
God took Enoch was to furnish the great 
type of the translation of the Church at 
the end of this age. There is no New 
Testament truth without its Old Testa- 
ment type. The flood of judgment was 
to come upon the world even as the Great 
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Tribulation is. to come in the future. 
Enoch was taken out alive, even as those 
who shall not see death at the Lord’s 
return. “Oh, joy! Oh delight, should we 
go without dying; No sickness, no sad- 
ness, no pain and no crying. . .” 

LORD, TAKE US. 


July 13 
AND JARED LIVED AFTER (5:19) 

Jared was the only one in the whole 
line of Seth who outlived his son. But 
even though Enoch was not found when 
he disappeared, there could have been 
naught but joy in the heart of Jared, for 
“a wise son maketh a glad father” (Prov. 
10:1). Since Jared, there have been many 
parents who have seen children go to be 
with the Lord; they sorrow not as others 
who have no hope. I know one family 
which has two children with them and 
two with the Lord. Their answer to the 
usual question about the number of their 
children is, “We have two in the land of 
the living and two left with us in the 
land of the dying.” There is no sting to 
death such as this. 

LORD, BE THOU OUR HOPE. 


July 14 
NINE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND NINE 
YEARS (5:27) 

This is the record for longevity in the 
history of the human race. His life is 
one of the greatest illustrations of the 
grace of God. The Lord had told Enoch 
to name the boy “When he is gone it 
will come.” And as he grew older, and 
older, and yet older, it seemed as though 
the Lord could hardly bring Himself to 
judge the world. As long as Methuselah 
lived, the door of God’s patience was 
wide open. We must think in the same 
way of the stretching out of the day of 
grace. Nineteen hundred and fifty long 
years . . . and still His mercy holds open 
the door. Those of us who are alive in 
Christ today are glad that the Lord did 
not come back a hundred years ago. 
LORD, ALWAYS HAVE THINGS THY 
WAY—THE BEST WAY. 


July 15 
THIS (SON) SHALL COMFORT US 
(5:29) 

The Lamech that named his son Noah, 
“comfort” was God’s Lamech, quite dif- 
ferent from the Devil’s Lamech (4:23) 
who murdered and wrote poetry about 
it. God’s Lamech seems to have been 
down-hearted over the toil and work that 
was his lot as a member of the race of 
Adam. He may have been the first man 
to experience a crop failure, or go 
through some adversity, but he lived in 
hope, and undoubtedly knew the preach- 
ing of his grandfather, Enoch, and the 
promise of judgment connected with his 
own father’s life. He called his son’s 
name “comfort,” as though he were still 
trusting in the promise that some seed of 
the woman would come to bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. 

LORD, GIVE US FAITH TO BELIEVE, EVEN 
WHEN WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 


; July 16 
THE SONS OF GOD (6:2) 
We believe that, beyond question, these 
sons of God were angelic beings, fol- 
lowers of Satan, who kept not their first 
estate, and who left their own habita- 
tion, and who have already been placed 
in chains awaiting judgment (Jude 6; 2 
Pet. 2:4). This explanation satisfies the 
two New Testament passages, and fully 
explains the flood and much that fol- 
lows. It serves, also, to show us the 
horror of sin, for ages of sin cannot 
change the nature of the being that is 
set against God. Only those beings, 
whether angelic or human, that are re- 
strained by grace, can walk in the way 
of the Lord. 
LORD, RESTRAIN US BY THY GRACE. 


July 17 
MY SPIRIT SHALL NOT ALWAYS 
STRIVE WITH MAN (6:3) 

Sin had been manifesting itself increas- 
ingly. The murder by Cain; the apostasy 
of the whole line of Cain; the bigamy of 
Lamech; the further murder and un- 
godliness of all the line, were marks of 
what man could be by himself. And to 
these horrors was now added the irrup- 
tion of demons upon the earth. Natural- 
ly the Lord could not beget the Messiah 
in the womb of a demon-possessed wom- 
an, and Satan was attempting nothing 
less than the degradation of the race. 
The Lord announces a definite term 
upon the rebellion—120 years, and then 
judgment would come. It is remarkable 
to note that not one person repented. 
What a picture of the heart of man. 
LORD, COVER US WITH SOVEREIGN 
GRACE. 


July 18 
MY SPIRIT SHALL NOT ALWAYS 
STRIVE WITH MAN (6:3) 

Here is the evidence that the Spirit of 
God does strive with unregenerate men. 
He strove with the whole world for these 
120 years; He strove with Israel for cen- 
turies; He strives with men _ today 
through their consciences and the preach- 
ing of the Word. What grace and con- 
descension is here! That the God of 
creation ‘should pursue His fleeing crea- 
tures is a pageant of love. That He 
should overtake them and wrestle with 
them is the measure of another. facet of 
that love. Let no man postpone yielding 
to God because of the knowledge of that 
grace. For here is also the evidence that 
the Spirit, long resisted, will cease to 
strive with man. 

LORD, TEACH US SURRENDER. 


July 19 
YET ... AN HUNDRED AND TWENTY 
YEARS (6:3) 

The Lord, of course, knew that there 
would be but Noah and his family in 
all that one hundred and twenty years, 
yet He announced the season of grace 
and kept the way open till the last full 
moment. The Christian witness must 
never grow tired of working without re- 

(Continued on page 39) 


When it’s hardest to pray, pray hardest. 28 








BY DOROTHY E. STROMBERG 





Do missions really want what they ask for when they 
ask for prayer? 

Before me is a sheaf of letters and a pile of magazines 
representing a cross section of missionary work over this 
unhappy globe. After I pick up the first letter and scan 
it again, and the second, and the third letter, and every 
other one; after I leaf through the magazines, a crying 
appeal for prayer echoes and re-echoes. Every mission 
honoring Christ and His grace to save by faith calls 
out: “Pray for us!” 

Why? 

In their letters and magazines they do mention ma- 
terial needs. A burned out seminary building must be 
replaced; outgoing equipment for new recruits must 
come to their hand; materials for the new mission farm 
have yet to be fully supplied; modest salaries, weeks 
late, must be met; traveling expenses for this executive, 
and hospital expenses for that missionary must be met, 
too. A launch . .. a car. . . evangelistic expenses . . . 
a new short-wave transmitter. . . These needs total thou- 
sands upon thousands of dollars. When the missions 
ask for your prayer are they really after your dollars? 
Is the appeal for prayer as much part of missionaries’ 
language as the words, “How are you?” are to conven- 
tional greeting? Or has that appeal more meaning per- 
haps to them in strange fields than we at home appre- 
ciate? 

Remember missionary Nehemiah and his work? In 
the book called by his name the opening words repre- 
sent need in his beloved homeland. The closing words 
humbly acknowledge accomplishment in his homeland. 
And between the two, the need and the accomplish- 
ment, stands a fact of two words: much prayer. Nehe- 
miah was a successful missionary because he was a man 
of much prayer. 

From different quarters of the world we hear sad 
news, too—shocking news to us who know the light 
and power of the pure Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
From South America we hear of open blasphemy found 
on careless lips of men and found even in shop signs 
such as “Tobacco Shop of the Holy Ghost.” From Afri- 
ca we learn of soul-defiling ritual in jungle supersti- 
tions. From India comes word of the enslaving and de- 
filing of little children in filthy heathen temple life. 
From Europe come reports of picture worship and idol 
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24 The more I lack, the more He will give me. 








worship or rank atheism with its attendant damning 
political ideologies. Men are living everywhere as if 
there were no glorious Gospel of soul liberation. Sad 
news indeed from every continent on the earth—news 
of men separate from Christ, without hope and without 


God intends our ears to hear, our hearts to weep and 
to recognize personal responsibility, and our wills to 
act. For Nehemiah in those days of post-captivity God 
had a definite, clear-cut purpose. Now for the Church 
of Christ, of which we believers are members by grace, 
His purpose is clear-cut and urgent—compellingly set 
forth in the Word. He calls His children to enter into 
His present day purpose of completing the Body of 
Christ as knowingly and as readily as Nehemiah entered 
into His purpose for the nation in Nehemiah’s day. 

We all know that the missionary call is threefold: 
Give! Go! Pray! Nehemiah answered in all three points. 
He gave, he went, and he prayed. But prayer preceded, 
and pervaded, and led to accomplishment his going and 
his giving. Any heart truly burdened by the Spirit of 
God for God’s work is a praying heart. Such a heart 
will find promptings to give and, if especially ap- 
pointed, to go. But always the Spirit of God will send 
His child to the prayer closet. And that truth brings 
wonderment that the order of the threefold missionary 
call puts prayer last. 

Going is necessary, of course. For the familiar Scrip- 
ture warns us: “. . .And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be 
sent?” (Rom. 10:14, 15). Those who are the called of 
God to go already know the value of prayer, for their 
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AND THE GREATEST OF THESE? 


call could be heard only through prayer. On the fields 
the fruit or fruitlessness of their labors, the life or life- 
lessness of their labors, constantly warns them to keep 
the prayer lines strong. But a giver at home cannot see 
the end of his gift, the spiritual value of it, as a mission- 
ary in the midst of the work sees the results of his 
labors. A giver at home may too often not see beyond 
the figure in the corner of the bill or the size of the 
coin against the cost of a material need expressed. 

Giving is absolutely necessary. But—giving alone, 
at the greatest point of sacrifice, still is limited service. 

Do not misunderstand! By all means let us be diligent 
in giving. Giving is commanded because it is God’s way 
of supplying His servants’ needs. They need dollars to 
buy their bread, and postage stamps, and trunks, and 
tickets, and ink, and shoes, and Scripture portions. 
They must have buildings, and cars, and launches. 
Giving is commanded because it is one of God’s ways 
of making His saints fruitful. Paul wrote to the Philip- 
pians, “Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit 
that may abound to your account” (4:17). The free 
giving on the part of His saints is a special joy to God’s 
heart. “But this I say,, He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. . . For God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver” (2 Cor. 9:6, 7). Giving is commanded be- 
cause in it is a blessed fellowship for God’s children. 
Paul calls giving, “the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints” (2 Cor. 8:4). 

So if you are giving two dollars, make it four if you 
can! If ten, know a new joy of doing without some- 
thing and make your next gift fifteen or twenty! But 
in giving—even at the point of very real sacrifice—do 
not think that you are doing all. Your gift has sore 
limitations in the missionary work of the Lord as many 
stories from the mission fields plainly show. 

A missionary with difficulty and against the advice 
of all his friends arranged to hold a Gospel meeting 
in a town notorious for its wickedness. In an atmos- 
phere charged with hostility he watched burly, evil- 
faced men and women shuffle into the place until it 
was filled. Out of hate-filled eyes, those ragged, tough 
people listened noisily to the message. The missionary 
was afraid—for every pocket was bulging with stones, 
and most hands were gripping strong sticks. But he was 
shot through with faith in the power of the Gospel unto 
salvation. And the message continued. Gradually the 
room quieted down, and at the close of the meeting 
when the invitation was given, one man led the rest to 
the front where he and they dumped out the stones and 
laid down their sticks. . . 
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Could a dollar do that? Five dollars? Ten? A thou- 
sand? If the missionary’s pockets had been bulging 
with money as the pockets of those antagonistic men 
were bulging with stones, would the change of heart 
and intention have been ensured. “Call unto Me, and 
I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). 

Somewhere across the seas, brought into Jesus Christ 
out of heathenism’s power and darkness, an old white- 
haired man customarily traveled a round trip of nearly 
thirty-six miles on foot each week to attend a Bible 
class. 

Could any one’s gift, the most costly one, break down 
religious barriers? Could any one’s gift, given with the 
greatest sacrifice and joy and understanding of the need, 
impart to a convert of any age the desire to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of His Saviour? No. But 
prayer in the powerful name of Jesus can break down 
any barrier and do a wonderful work in a human 
heart. 

A train was crowded with travelers. When an old 
crippled fellow dragged himself into the car where a 
missionary was sitting, one of the travelers with a com- 
passionate heart took a collection for the cripple. When 
he approached the missionary for his contribution, he 
received a coin and a Scripture portion to be given the 
poor man. A few minutes later a pull on the mission- 
ary’s sleeve drew his glance to one side where the 
crippled peasant was holding up the Scripture portion 
and asking, “What is this?” His eyes were dull with ill- 
ness and mental poverty. 

Someone’s money, thank -God, had provided the 
Scripture portion. Someone’s money, thank God, was 
paying the way of the missionary. But whose money 
could provide the penetration of light into a darkened 
mind? Only believing prayer could do that. 

A missionary was standing on the steps of his hall 
following a protracted meeting. He was bidding good- 
by to the last of the peasants who had crowded in to 
listen for the two or three hours of preaching. He had 
himself walked far that day; he had stood for long; he 
had given himself with his words—and his body was 
crying out for the rest which even his hard bed would 
yield. When the last straggler had moved away, he 
lifted up his eyes, and there, to his surprise, coming 
toward the hall was a large group of people, barefoot, 
dusty, weary, too. They were peasants who had left 
their fields probably hours before (and their fields were 
their only means of livelihood) and had trudged weary 


(Continued on page 38) 
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The Purpose of Life 


BY G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 


The first application of this text was 
to God’s ancient people Israel. The 
whole message of which it forms a part 
was delivered to the chosen nation. 
The opening word of the text indicates 
the fact that the prophet was thinking, 
not so much of the whole nation as of 
the individuals who made up the na- 
tion. “Everyone,” is a distributive by 
use of which the thought passes to in- 
dividual life, and the great purpose of 
its being. “Everyone that is called by 
My name, and whom I kave created 
for My glory; I have formed him; yea, 
I have made him.” 

My purpose in taking this verse is 
not at all to deal with it in its applica- 
tion to the nation of Israel. Neither is 
it my purpose to deal with it in its ap- 
plication to individual members of that 
nation only. It is my purpose rather 
to take it as a revelation of the prin- 
ciple that has application in the case 
of every individual life; for while there 
are special ways in which Israel was 
indeed the chosen nation, and special 
ways in which the members of that na- 
tion were the chosen people of God, yet 
we must ever remember that all the 
things said concerning them, in their 
deepest intention, reveal the thought 
and intention of God for all men. 

I have taken this verse out of the 
ancient prophecy, then, because I con- 
ceive it to be a remarkable declaration 
of the real purpose of human life. 
“Everyone that is called by My name, 
and whom I have created for My 
glory; I have formed him; yea, I have 
made him.” The whole burden of the 
message of the verse, and consequently 
the burden of the message I bring you, 
may thus be expressed in briefest 
words, “Man is created for the glory 
of God.” The Bible makes clear to 
us that this is true, not only of the 
elect people, but of all humanity. 

The charge made by the prophet in 
the ancient days against the king of 
Babylon was couched in these remark- 
able terms, “The God in whose hands 
thy breath is, hast thou not glorified.” 
We should have charged the Babylon- 
ish king with drunkenness; with sacri- 
lege; with the neglect of his kingdom; 


26 There can be no failure for the Christian who is surrendered to God. 


with encouraging vice. He was guilty — 


of all these things, but the spokesman 
of the divine message to the profligate 
king said nothing of these manifesta- 
tions. He at once struck at the root of 
the trouble, “The God in whose hands 
thy breath is, hast thou not glorified.” 

It is equally evident that the princi- 
ple has application to all men when 
we come to study the New Testament 
argument of salvation. Paul, in his let- 
ter to the Romans, having shown that 
the Gentile failed because he held down 
the truth in unrighteousness; and the 
Jew because he failed to be obedient to 
the revelation of God; sums up the 
whole situation in these striking words, 
intimately related to the thought sug- 
gested by my text, “all have sinned, 
and fall short of the glory of God.” 
So whether it be the ancient Babylon- 
ish king, or whether it be humanity 
both Jew and Gentile, the Bible de- 
clares that human failure consists in 
failure to glorify God. That brings us 
back to our text, with its simple central 
declaration, “whom I have created for 
My glory.” 

A right understanding of the pur- 
pose of human life will give us the true 
standard by which to measure our 
lives. That is the supreme difficulty, we 
so perpetually measure ourselves by 
wrong standards. When Robert Burns 
sang— 

O wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see ourselves as ithers see us, 
he did not touch the deepest thing in 
human life. It would be a great ad- 
vantage to us sometimes if we could see 
ourselves as others see us, but it would 
be a temporal and passing advantage. 
If we would find the supreme advan- 
tage, we must see ourselves as God sees 
us. 
When Dr. Jowett was Master of Bal- 
liol, on one occasion at dinner a lady, 
desiring to draw from him some smart 
witticism, asked him, somewhat flip- 
pantly, “Tell us, Dr. Jowett, what do 
you really think of God?” His answer 
came quick and sharp; “Madam, it 
matters nothing what I think of God; 
it matters everything what God thinks 
of me.” When we allow the Scriptures 


“Everyone that is called by My name, and 
whom I have created for My glory; I have 
formed him; yea, I have made him.”—Isaiah 
43:7. 


of Truth to do their work in our lives, 
they always compel us to that judgment 
seat. We come to the standards of 
eternity, to the balances of the sanctu- 
ary, to the measurements of God. 

The declaration of the text is su- 
preme, “whom I have created for My 
glory.” I call you then to quiet medi- 
tation on that declaration along two 
lines. First, man a creation of God; 
and secondly, man a creation of God, 
for Himself and for His glory. 

First then, man a creation of God. 
In this one brief verse three words are 
employed to describe that creation. 
Though I am not going to detain you 
at any length, for detailed examination 
of them, suggestive as such examina- 
tion would be, I cannot wholly pass 
them over. “I have created. . . I have 
formed. .. I have made.” The Hebrew 
words lying at the back of these three 
English words are as distinct as are the 
English, and more so; for we may in- 
terchange the English words, but we 
cannot interchange the Hebrew, each 
one having a separate emphasis and 
signification. 

The first word is the essential one, to 
which I draw your attention specially, 
“T have created.” It is an all-inclusive 
word, which indicates actual causing to 
be, by the God of omnipotent power 
and wisdom. At your leisure read 
again the first chapter of Genesis, and 
you will find these words there used 
with great accuracy. The word trans- 
lated “created” appears in that chapter 
three times only. The word translated 
“made” occurs over and over again. 
The word “created” is used only when 
there was evidently an entirely new 
beginning, a new departure. If you are 
familiar with the evolutionary theory 
of creation, you will remember that 
there are gaps that have never been 
filled; not a missing link, but many 
links. Three principal links are miss- 
ing. There is the link between man and 
the highest form of life beneath him. 
There is the link between the animal 
life which is sentient and the vegetable 
life that lies beneath it. There is a 
missing link at the back of everything 
as to origination of the first fact in 
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creation. At those points in your book 
of Genesis the word “created” occurs 
and nowhere else. “In the beginning 
God created,” the primal activity of 
Deity. The word appears again be- 
tween the vegetable and the animal 
kingdoms. It occurs again when man 
appears upon the scene. It is the essen- 
tial word that indicates the original act 
of causing to be. 


The second word in this particular 
verse, the word “formed,” is a word 
which indicates a process. It is a word 
which is perpetually used of the potter 
at his work at the wheel. By manipula- 
tion of things already existing, a new 
thing is made to be. The third word, 
“made,” is a word which indicates the 
outlook on the result. I have made. I 
have accomplished. I have finished. 


I cannot think that it is without sig- 
nification that the prophet gathered up 
the three great words to describe the 
making of anything when he spoke of 
what God does in the case of man. “I 
have created him”; the original essen- 
tial thought was that of God, and the 
act by which the thought of God was 
realized was that of God. “I have 
formed him”; all the mysterious and 
hidden processes so full of interest and 
yet forever baffling the ingenuity of 
man perfectly to discover are the proc- 
esses of God. “I have made him”; 
when at last he stands upon the earth 
the completed being the finality of the 
work is of God. 


To me in this great declaration of 
my text there is infinite comfort. Man 
in all his complex nature is a thought 
of God, a work of God. I look out upon 
nature everywhere and see in the 
handiwork of man inventions and im- 
provements, but there is no advance in 
man, save as man is developed; that is, 
save as that which already lies within 
him potentially is realized in the proc- 
ess of human history. All the culture 
of this age and of every age is simply 
the development into visibility of pow- 
ers divinely bestowed in the original 
creation of man. 


How wonderful are the thoughts of 
men. I see them expressed in architec- 
ture, in sculpture, in art, in poetry, in 
philosophy; but all these are broken 
lights of that essential thought of God 
which he wrought out when He made 
man. Some of you will have read how 
angry John Ruskin was with the rail- 
way train, with what vehement passion 
he denounced the monster that swept 
over the landscape and spoiled it. I 
plead guilty, if guilty be the word to 
use, to being a disciple of John Ruskin. 
I owe more than I can tell to his writ- 
ings, but I never could follow him in 
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that vehement denunciation of the rail- 
way train. I stand upon an eminence 
and looking out over the landscape see 
the fields of exquisite green, or, as Rus- 
kin says, the ploughed field which 
sweeps up the hillside in folds of rus- 
set velvet; and as I look a railway train 
comes thundering across the country. 
Then I am always inclined to pay hom- 
age to the man that made the train, 
because of the ingenuity that is revealed 
in it, the wonderful and détermined 
mastership of nature that laughs at 
mileage and acres, and moves swiftly 
to its destination. I see in the train, 
not the smoke, that is a process and 
will be consumed presently, but rather 
> power of humanity manifesting it- 
self. 

Everything that has come from the 
thinking and planning and working of 
man is the result of the creation of 
God. Man is God’s thought, and God’s 
creation, and in himself is infinitely 
more than all his work. Humanity is 
the creation of God, the crowning crea- 
tion, the last fact in the wonderful 
process of creative power. Every hu- 
man being stands upon that final emi- 
nence, and the greatness of man is but 
evidence of the greatness of God. Man 
is of divine creation. 

Man is not only of divine creation in 
that broadest sense. Every man is a 
divine creation. There is an old saying 
which is used about some outstanding 
man. I have heard it used on this side 
of the Atlantic of Oliver Cromwell, and 
on the other side of Abraham Lincoln. 
God made Oliver Cromwell and broke 
the mold; God made Abraham Lincoln 
and broke the mold. I have no quarrel 
with the statement. I have a perpetual 
quarrel with the suggestion. What is 


the suggestion? That God occasionally 
makes some remarkable man and 
breaks the mold, that there may be no 
repetition. He breaks the mold after 
He has made every man! Every man 
is a lonely individuality, a special 
thought of God, incarnate. When Jesus 
stood before Pilate, and Pilate chal- 
lenged Him as to kingship and as to 
truth, Christ said, “To this end have I 
been born, and to this end am I come 
into the world, that I should bear wit- 
ness unto the truth.” It was a great 
declaration of conscious individuality, 
potentiality, responsibility. The trouble 
is we do not all find out for what we 
were born and for what purpose we 
came into the world. In the great econ- 
omy of God, in the wondrous, match- 
less marvel of His government it is 
true of every human being, “whom I 
have created for My glory.” 

But it is not only that man is divine 
creation; according to the teaching of 
this book He is a divine expression, 
made in the image of God. Perfect 
personality can only be postulated of 
God Himself, and that personality is 
limited in man. Whatever you think of 
personality, you are thinking finally of 
the infinite, eternal personality in God. 
Force, mind, heart, will. Are these 
elements that constitute personality in 
man? They are all shadows of the 
things that constitute the personality of 
Deity. Man is distinct from all lower 
creation in this, and herein lies his 
dignity, that in some way, which per- 
haps he never perfectly understands, 
he is kin of God; in His image, made 
with His likeness, and the outworking 
into visibility of the essential facts con- 
cerning God Himself. 


(Continued on page 36) 





Bishop Taylor Smith, at the English Kes- 
wick, once included in his benediction the 
request that the Lord would grant to the 
believers, "grace, mercy and peace and a 
blessed sense of humor." There can be no 
doubt that joy in the life of a believer will 
cause his environment to be lightened. Jo- 
seph Addison said, ‘Cheerfulness in religion 
is not only the most lovely, but the most 
commendable in the virtuous person who at- 
tends to its duties. Those who show us the 
joy, the pleasure, the good humor that nat- 
urally spring up in this happy state, are 
like the spies bringing along with them the 
clusters of grapes and delicious fruits that 
might invite their companions to. return with 
them into the pleasant and fertile country 
which produced them." 





God does not dwell aloft and signal to us: He walks with us. 27 
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Jacob, a Man of Striking Contrasts 

LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 35:1-7, 9-12 

Golden Text: “Behold, I am with thee, 

and will keep thee whithersoever thou 
: goest” (Genesis 28:15) © 


The Birthright 

Double portion 

Civil rights 

The priesthood 
The Blessing 

The deception 

The birthright confirmed 

Esau also blessed 
Jacob's Vision 

The staircase 

The priesthood 
Jacob's return 

Mizpah 
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Bethel Again 

Promise and blessing 

The grace of God 


The account of Jacob’s life story be- 
gins with his birth (Gen. 25:26) and 
closes with his death (Gen. 49:33) in 
Egypt, and his burial (Gen. 50:13) in 
the cave of Machpelah in Canaan. The 
field in which this cave was located had 
been bought by Abraham (Gen. 23) as 
a place for the burial of his wife Sarah. 
Six persons came to be buried in this 
cave on the outskirts of Hebron, Sarah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah (Rebecca), 
Leah and Jacob. The word Machpelah is 
derived from a Hebrew root meaning a 
doubling, and may therefore imply a 
double cave. 

The longest chapter in Genesis, the 
24th, is the account of the courtship and 
marriage of Isaac and Rebekah. They 
were married for twenty years before 
they had any children (cf. 25:20, 26), 
when, in answer to prayer (v. 21), Re- 
bekah became the mother of twin sons, 
the older named Esau (meaning “shag- 
gy” or “hairy”), because at his birth he 
was “all over like an hairy garment” (v. 
25). His younger brother was born im- 
mediately afterward, so that “his hand 
took hold on Esau’s heel.” It was be- 
cause of this gesture that the younger 
child was named Jacob, from the Hebrew 
word, akeb, for the heel. 

It is interesting to observe that there 
can be a great difference in nature and 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of English 
Bible at Muhlenberg College, is engaged in 
full time Bible conference work. 
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disposition between twins. This is ex- 
pressed in 25:27 thus: “Esau was a cun- 
ning hunter, a man of the field; Jacob 
was a plain man, dwelling in tents,” 
somewhat of a “homebody,” as it were. 
It may be that for this reason Isaac loved 
Esau, because the father liked the veni- 
son (any meat gained in the chase) 
which Esau would bring home, whereas 
Rebekah favored Jacob the more. Such 
favoritism does not usually work out 
well. 


The Birthright Sold 


One day Jacob was boiling some lentil- 
soup (“sod” in 25:29 is the past tense of 
the old verb “seethe,” to “boil”). Just 
then his brother Esau came in from the 
field, tired and hungry. Pointing to the 
dish, he asked Jacob for some of that 
red lentil soup, which Jacob said he 
would give him in return for his birth- 
right, if he were willing to give it to him. 
Esau said that a birthright would do him 
no good if he were to die, so he took the 
pottage and surrendered (despised, v. 
34) his birthright. From this verse we 
derive the saying “to sell one’s birth- 
right for a mess of pottage.” 

The birthright, which fell to the first- 
born, consisted of three parts: first, a 
double portion of the estate; secondly, 
the civil rights, often including the power 
of life and death over the “familia,” the 
family, including the servants on the es- 
tate; and thirdly, the priesthood, the 
spiritual authority in the family. Antici- 
pating a bit, when Jacob died, Reuben, 
his oldest son, should have had the birth- 
right, but, because of a grievous sin in 
his father’s house (35:22), he was dis- 
franchised (49:4), and no one of any 
importance among his descendants is 
mentioned in the Bible. 


What, then, happened to the birth- 
right? Joseph, according to chapter 48, 


received the “double portion” in the ~ 


names of his sons, Manassah and Eph- 
raim. The civil authority was given to 
Judah, from which tribe came David, 
Solomon—and Jesus. The symbol of his 
tribe was the scepter of 49:10. As to the 
priesthood, Levi was set apart as the 
priestly tribe, to officiate at the altars of 
the Tabernacle and the Temple. Appar- 
ently Esau (also now known as Edom, 
meaning “red,” 25:25 and 30) cared for 
none of these things. What caused Jacob 
to desire it? We shall see a little later. 


The Patriarchal Blessing 


In the long 27th chapter Jacob for the 
second time takes advantage of his 
brother. Their father Isaac, lying on a 
sick bed and with eyes grown dim, asked 
Esau to bring him a good dinner made of 
meat from the hunt, promising him a 
special patriarchal blessing. Rebekah 
overheard this, and at once plotted to get 
that blessing for her favorite son, Jacob. 
She sent him to the flock for two kids of 
the goats which she intends to prepare 
for Isaac. 

Jacob objected to taking it to his 
father, as though he were Esau, for even 
though he was not able with his eyes to 
distinguish between the sons, he could 
feel the difference between Esau’s hairy 
skin and Jacob’s “smooth” skin (27:11). 
So she placed upon his hands and the 
smooth of his neck the skins of the kids 
of the goats. Thus disguised, he brought 
the dish to his father, who was puzzled, 
because, although Jacob lied, saying that 
he was Esau, he felt the hands as though 
they really were those of Esau, but the 
voice was like that of Jacob. Isaac “falls 
for” the ruse, accepts and eats the meal, 
and blesses Jacob with the blessing of 
the first-born, thus confirming the ar- 
rangement concerning the birthright 
made in chapter 25. 

Esau comes home, prepares his dish, 
brings it to his father, who soon suspects 
the trick played by Jacob on him, and on 
his brother. He cannot revoke the bless- 
ing granted to Jacob which made him 
“lord” over Esau (27:37, read 25:23 “the 
elder shall serve the y@unger”), but at 
the solicitation of Esau grants a bless- 
ing, by way of a prophecy, upon him 
and his descendants, the Edomites; in 
Latin, the Idumaians, from whom the 
Herods were descended. 


Jacob’s Vision 


Naturally Esau became very angry be- 
cause Jacob had deceived him twice and 
threatened to take revenge immediately af- 
ter the death of his aged father. Rebekah 
advises Jacob to take a vacation “for his 
health,” sends him to her brother La- 
ban’s home, to await her summons to re- 
turn, should Esau’s anger subside (27: 


45). 





JACOB 


The implication of his name was 
that he would be a “heel-catcher," 
ready to trip up a person, if by so 
doing he could get an advantage over 
him. This he does, figuratively, in 25: 
29-34 and in 27, where in v. 36 Esau 
says to his father, “Is he not rightly 


named Jacob?" (“supplanter" in the 
reference column); “for he hath sup- 
planted me these two times.” In this 


word “supplanter" is the Latin noun, 
planta, meaning the sole of the foot. 
The Roman poet, Juvenal, uses the 
word for the heel also in the phrase 
= duci, “to be dragged by the 
heel." 
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He sets out on his journey to Haran, 
tar to. the north. On the way he has the 
strange experience described in 28:10- 
22, the vision of a staircase leading from 
earth to Heaven, with angels of God “as- 
cending and descending” on it. The de- 
tails of his vision are incorporated in the 
well-known hymn, “Nearer, My God to 
Thee.” 

The significance of this vision is very 
important. Dr. Matheson, author of the 
hymn, “O Love that wilt not let me go,” 
has written a series of books on Repre- 
sentative Men of the Bible. In his chapter 
on “Jacob the Aspiring,” which I wish 
all of our readers might read, he suggests 
that the staircase is a type of the priest- 
hood, mediating between God and man, 
and that the angels ascending and de- 
scending (note the order) are the peti- 
tions of the priest as they ascend, and in 
turn descend, by way of answer to the 
prayers, in blessings upon the people. 

This is beautifully confirmed in John 
1:51, where Jesus, speaking to Nathan- 
ael, says, “Hereafter ye shall see Heaven 
open, and the angels of God (messengers 
of God) ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man.” Dr. Matheson mentions 
the common experience of all of us, say- 
ing that we are likely to dream at night 
of that which weighs upon our minds in 
our waking hours. Thus does he explain 
why Jacob dreams of that part of the 
birthright, the priesthood, which he so 
much desired, and for which Esau cared 
nothing. Jacob is not yet fitted for that 
office without further disciplining. But 
he is so much impressed by what hap- 
pened that night that he calls the old 
Canaanitish place, known as Luz, Bethel, 
meaning the House of God. It will be 
observed that this episode links up di- 
rectly with the first verse of our printed 
lesson. 


Jacob and Rachel 


We cannot rehearse the details of Ja- 
cob’s experiences as he moves on to his 
uncle’s home, meets, and falls in love at 
first sight with, Rachel, a younger daugh- 
ter of Laban. Jacob offers to work seven 
years on Laban’s farm for Rachel, but 
after the wedding he discovers that La- 
ban has substituted his older daughter, 
Leah, saying that it was not the custom 
in his country to marry off a younger 
daughter as long as an older one was still 
single. He therefore engages to work an- 
other seven years for her, and thus, with 
a “handmaid” given to him by both Leah 
and Rachel, he with these four wives 
raises a family of twelve sons and one 
daughter (Dinah). 

After twenty years (31:38), during 
which time there is a mutual effort on the 
part of Laban and Jacob to get the ad- 
vantage of each other, Jacob decides to 
take leave of his father-in-law and sets 
out for the country east of the Jordan, 
if possible to placate his brother Esau. 
Laban, however, pursues him, overtakes 
him, and makes a contract with Jacob 
that they will not do each other any fur- 
ther mischief. At Mizpah a marker is set 
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ARISE, GO TO BETHEL 


As many as God loves He will re- 
mind of neglected duties, one way or 
other, by conscience or by providences. 
God bade him go to Bethel and dwell 
there, that is, not only go himself, but 
take his family with him, that they 
might join with him in his devotions. 
In Beth-el, the house of God, we should 
desire to dwell (Psa. 27:4). That should 
be ‘our home, not our inn. God re- 
minds him not expressly of his vow, but 
of the occasion of it: "When thou 
fleddest from the face of Esau." The 
remembrance of former afflictions 
should bring to mind the workings of 
our souls under them (Psa. 66:13, 14). 











up, and because they cannot arrange for 
a policeman to keep watch between them, 
Laban asks God to keep His eye open be- 
tween them, while they were absent from 
one another, so that neither one will clan- 
destinely violate the agreement; far from 
being a Mizpah “benediction.” 


Jacob’s Wrestling 


When Jacob and his company arrive at 
the Jabbok, a tributary of the Jordan, he 
sends them ahead and, while he is all 
alone, a man comes to wrestle with him 
until daybreak, no doubt a spiritual wres- 
tling. Who this man is may be traced 
through Judges 13:18, where in answer 
to the same question, what his name was, 
he says it is “secret”; in the reference 
colmn, “wonderful,” the same Hebrew 
word pele in Isaiah 9:6 where “wonder- 
ful” is one of the names of Jesus. 

Jacob refuses all night to yield to this 
heavenly stranger, when at daybreak he 
does so, “the man” declares he must 
leave. Jacob asks for a blessing, an- 
nounces his name as Jacob, a “heel- 
catcher,” thus confessing his sins. His 
name is then changed to Israel, “a prince 
of God,” having power with God and 
men, and thus a true priest. Having 
gotten right with God, he is reconciled 
with Esau (33:4), whereupon, with his 
family, he comes back again into the 
land. 


The Return to Bethel 


God asks him to return to Bethel, as 
he had hoped he sometime might (28: 
21). He does and builds an altar to God 
as he had promised, indicative of com- 
munion and fellowship. But that this 
communion might be unhindered, he de- 
mands that all heathen religious symbols, 
such as idols (see Josh. 24:23) and ear- 
rings, perhaps used as amulets and 
charms in false worship in the land 
whence they had come, should be put 
away. As priest before the altar he wor- 
ships God, and calls Him El-beth-el, the 
God of Bethel (35:7), and so names the 
place out of gratitude for His having 
spared him for twenty years and brought 
him to see the place where he had met 
God when he was fleeing from the threats 
of Esau. 

Never forgetting the time and the place 


where his name had been changed from 
Jacob to Israel, Jacob now enters 
into the Old Testament covenant name of 
God, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob (and of Israel in 1 Kings 18: 
36). He also received the covenant prom- 
ise and blessing, “the land which I gave 
to Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed after thee will I give 
the land.” 

Meanwhile the promise of the Golden 
Text is his: “Behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee whithersoever thou goest” 
(28:15). His children’s names in time 
became the names of the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel, and more than interesting today 
is the fact that Israel is the name of the 
new-born nation in the very land granted 
by a perpetual deed to Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel. 

Striking contrasts indeed, as we study 
the transformation of this heel-catcher, 
deceiver, and supplanter into a prince, 
only by the grace of God who pursued, 
overtook, and conquered him. And yet it 
was Jacob, according to Hosea 12:4, who 
had power over “the angel” and pre- 
vailed, because he confessed his past 
wrongs as Jacob, and thus laid himself 
open to the blessing of a new heart and 
a new name. 


JULY 9, 1950 
Moses Who Led His People to God 
LESSON bi ees 19:16-25, 
24-5, 


Golden Text: “If ye will obey My voice 

indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye 

shall be Mine own possession from 
g all peoples” (Exodus 19:5) 


Moses at Court 

Moses in Midian 

Moses Called 

Moses, Leader of God's People 
Through the sea 
To Sinai 
In constructing the tabernacle 

In Genesis 15 God revealed to Abra- 
ham that his seed, the Hebrew people, 
were to be “a stranger in a land that is 
not theirs, and shall serve them; and 
they shall afflict them four hundred 
years; and also that nation, whom they 
shall serve, will I judge; and afterward 
shall they come out with great sub- 
stance; and thou shalt go to thy fathers 
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age” (vs. 13-15). 

The closing chapters of Genesis show 
us how Israel, the seed of Abraham, came 
down into Egypt at the invitation of Jo- 
seph. The first chapter of Exodus tells 
us how they were afflicted, and the thir- 
teenth chapter describes their “coming 
out” (the meaning of the word Exodus). 
The book of Joshua relates the “coming 
in” of Israel into the land of Canaan un- 
der the leadership of Joshua, as they 
cross the Jordan (see Gen. 15:16). 


Pharaoh’s Fear 


The affliction to which they were sub- 
jected seems to have been brought upon 
them by a Pharaoh who had no sym- 
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pathy for, and no interest in, an alien 
people within his territory (Egypt). He 
also had a sense of fear “lest they mul- 
tiply, and it come to pass, that when 
there falleth out any war, they join also 
unto our enemies, and fight against us,” 
thinking of them as a “fifth-columnist” 
group, should a foreign army invade 
Egypt (Ex. 1:10). 

Two heavy burdens were laid upon the 
people of Israel. In the first place they 
were impressed into service for the state, 
compelled to work in the brickyards, and 
to help in the construction of public 
buildings. “But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and 
grew” (1:12). 

A second decree from the King de- 
manded that any one presiding at the 
birth of a Hebrew child should promptly 
put the child to death if it was a-boy, 
but spare the girls. This was intended to 
prevent the increase of those who would 
be able to bear arms against the country. 
This edict was not strictly obeyed by the 
midwives because of their maternal in- 
stincts and because they felt that it was 
morally wrong, for they feared God (1: 
17). But Pharaoh continued to insist that 
every male Hebrew child be cast into the 
river. 

It was under such circumstances that 
the life-story of Moses begins, born, we 
believe, acording to the providence of 
God, for the definite purpose of deliver- 
ing Israel out of Pharaoh’s hand. 

In Exodus 2 we read of a man and a 
woman of the tribe of Levi, named Am- 
ram and Jochebed (6:20) as the parents 
of Aaron, Miriam, and a third child, the 
Moses of our lesson. In order to preserve 
the life of her infant son, his mother 
made a basket of reeds, waterproofed it 
with bitumen, put the little one into it, 
and placed it amid the bulrushes along 
the bank of the river, committing it to the 
guardian care of Jehovah, the God of the 
Hebrews, and to the watchful eyes of his 
sister. 


Moses and Pharaoh’s Daughter 


One day the daughter of Pharaoh came 
to the river to bathe, espied the little 
basket, opened it, and found the child. 
Realizing that it was one of the Hebrews’ 
children, and pitying it, she readily con- 
sented to the suggestion of Miriam, who 
“conveniently” happened to be nearby, 
that she secure a nurse for the child. She 
promptly calls its mother, to whom Pha- 
raoh’s daughter commits the care of the 
child with these words: “Take this child 
away, and nurse it for me, and I will give 
thee thy wages.” (Billy Sunday’s Moth- 
ers’ Day Text.) 

The name Moses is given to the child 
by the daughter of Pharaoh, the Hebrew 
form being Moshe, related to the Egyp- 
tian word meaning “drawn out,” that is, 
from the water (see reference column at 
2:10). The fact that God’s providence is 
presiding over this situation is evident 
from the fact that this Hebrew boy is 
being “brought up” in the home of the 
very King whose decree would under or- 
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A SLOW TONGUE 


Many a true servant of the Lord is 
slow of speech, and when called upon 
to plead for his Lord he is in great 
confusion lest he should spoil a good 
cause by his bad advocacy. In such 
a case it is well to remember that the 
Lord made the tongue which is so slow, 
and we must take care that we do not 
blame our Maker. It may be that a 
slow tongue is not so great an evil as 
a fast one, and fewness of words may 
be more of a blessing than floods of 
verbiage. C. H. Spurgeon 











dinary circumstances have meant his 
death; evident further from the fact that 
he grows up in government circles, ob- 
serving how men govern, for God wills 
that some day he shall become the gov- 
ernor of His people. 

Practically all that we know of the 
earlier period of the life of Moses is stated 
in Acts 7:22, “And Moses was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and deeds.” (It will be 
well at this point to read a condensation 
of Moses’ career in Acts 7:23 ff., when 
the first crisis of his adult life occurred, 
as described in Ex. 2:11-15.) 

He sought to rescue one of his people 
from an Egyptian and buried him in the 
sand, thinking that no one had seen him. 
But when he went out the second day 
and sought to settle a quarrel between 
two Hebrews, one of them asked him 
whether he had come to kill him as he 
had done the Egyptian. This frightened 
Moses, for not only was his deed known, 
but Pharaoh himself, who had learned of 
it, sought to slay Moses. 

Moses’ Flight 

So he left Egypt, turning his back upon 
the glories of that land, and upon any 
possibilities of gaining office or position, 
and went to Midian, no doubt carrying 
on his heart the burden of his people’s 
affliction under the lash of the taskmas- 
ter. And God was thinking of them, too 
(Ex. 2:22-25). 

During this second period of Moses’ 
life he marries the daughter of the priest 
of Midian (Jethro), Zipporah by name. 
Two sons are born to him, the first one 
of whom he names Gershom, meaning “a 
stranger (ger) here (shom).” A second 
son he names Eliezer (18:4), which 
means, “My God is my helper.” 

The second crisis in Moses’ life oc- 
curred in his eightieth year. (His life 
span of 120 years was evenly divided into 
three periods of forty years each.) Exo- 
dus 7:7 mentions eighty (fourscore) 
years as the age of Moses when he was 
called to demand of Pharaoh that he al- 
low God’s people to leave Egypt. 

It is interesting to notice how God has 
his men ready when “the fullness of 
time” appears for carrying out His plans. 
Abraham Lincoln had seen the operations 
of a slave-market in New Orleans. He 
then and there vowed that, if he would 
ever have the opportunity to strike that 
institution, he would strike it hard. God 





heard that vow and brought him to Wash- 
ington to sign the Emancipation Procla- 
mation, after which his life work was 
finished. 

The same burden rested upon the heart 
and mind of Moses for forty years. And 
so on an ordinary day, God appears to 
him, speaking to him out of a desert- 
bush, which seemed to be burning but 
was not consumed, a type of Israel in the 
furnace of affliction, and yet not con- 
sumed. 


Deliverance Promised 


Reading chapter three, we hear God 
telling Moses that He had seen the afflic- 
tion of His people, had heard their cry, 
and knew their sorrows. “And I am 
come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians. Come now there- 
fore, and I will send thee.” So does God 
work through human instrumentality. 
Thus, in this case, He brings Moses to 
His people in order that Moses may “lead 
his people to God,” so that they may 
come to recognize Him, to worship Him, 
and to serve Him. 

But it is characteristic of human na- 
ture to hedge, to make excuses, even at 
times to rebel when God calls a man to 
some specific task. Moses asks the ques- 


tion, “Who am I, that I should go unto: 


Pharaoh?” But he makes the usual mis- 
take. He looks to the wrong “I.” In verse 
12 God encourages him with this prom- 
ise, “Certainly I will be with thee.” God 
is going to do the work, Moses is merely 
His agent, but God does not promise him 
an easy contest with Pharaoh. 

Moses (in 4:10) disclaims any ability 
as a speaker, being “slow of speech.” 
But God promises to be with his mouth, 
although He did not like the excuses 
Moses was making (v. 14). He therefore 
appoints Aaron his brother to accompany 
him, for God says, “I know that he can 
speak well.” 

Moses and Aaron now present them- 
selves before their people in Egypt (vs. 
29-31), after Moses had left his father- 
in-law to meet Aaron in the wilderness at 
Mt. Horeb. The elders of Israel receive 
them kindly, realizing that God had gra- 
ciously sent them as their deliverers. And 
so, in chapter 5, they appear before Pha- 
raoh with their demand, but Pharaoh 
bluntly rebuffs them by saying, “I know 
not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” 
He at once increases their burdens by 
compelling them to find their own straw 
for the bricks they were making — straw 
which had up to that time been supplied 
—but they must not reduce the number 
of bricks in their daily stint. 

In chapter 6, God speaks to Moses, in 
view of what Pharaoh had said that he 
would not do, by telling him what He 
would do. “I will not,” says Pharaoh. 
“T will,” says the Lord in 6:6-8 seven 
times: “I will bring you out”—“I will 
bring you in.” To accomplish this the 
plagues are brought upon Egypt, chap- 
ters 7-10, whereupon Moses and his peo- 
ple are granted their “passports” (12: 
31-33), and are asked to leave in a hurry. 
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Deliverance Accomplished 


The dramatic recital of the crossing 
of the Red Sea is on record in chapter 
14, celebrated by the familiar Song of 
Moses, a song of redemption, chapter 15, 
and linked up with Revelation 15:3, 
where we read of its amplification as the 
Song of Moses and of the Lamb. 

After being led through the wilderness, 
and by divine intervention and provision 
supplied with bread (manna, ch. 16) and 
water from the rock (ch. 17), they arrive 
at Mount Sinai, Moses having met the 
members of his family and his father-in- 
law, Jethro, on the way (ch. 18). 

Read now the whole of chapter 19. In 
verse 3 Moses is said to have gone up to 
God to receive further orders from Him. 
He asks Moses to remind the people of 
what He had done for them, and asks 
them to obey His voice and to keep His 
covenant. Thus would they be His own 
people, a special treasure (the Hebrew 
word is translated “jewels” in Mal. 3: 
17). They promise that they will obey. 

God then asks Moses to assemble the 
people at the base of the mountain, but 
to be careful that they do not touch the 
mountain, lest they die. In verse 17 Moses 
“brought forth the people out of the 
camp to meet with God,” from which 
sentence the title of our lesson is derived. 
The thunders, lightnings, smoke and fire, 
with the sound as of the blast of a 
trumpet, were all intended to solemnize 
the occasion upon which God was to 
speak to them from Heaven (20:22), the 
“ten words” of 20:1-17, our Ten Com- 
mandments. The command that priests 
and people should not. draw near, but 
stand afar off (20:18), is brought into 
direct contrast with the, spirit of the New 
Covenant in Hebrews, where we are in- 
vited to “draw near” (and read particu- 
larly Heb. 12:18-29). 


The Tabernacle 


The second portion of our printed les- 
son has to do with the construction of the 
Tabernacle, (the Latin word for a tent). 
Here Israel was to meet her God; hence 





OUR KINSMAN REDEEMER 


The redeemer must be willing to pay 
the price of redemption. In the story 
of the forfeiture of Naomi's inheritance 
her near kinsman refused to accept the 
obligation, and another, Boaz, had to 
step in and secure it again for her. 
Christ was willing to pay the redemp- 
tion price. We see how wonderfully 
Christ has acted the part of the Re- 
deemer. We, through Adam, lost our 
inheritance, Christ has bought it back, 
and we now enjoy the earnest, the 
pledge that later on we shall enter into 
full possession. We had sold ourselves 
into slavery. Christ has paid the ran- 
som, and has set us free. The great 
enemy, sin, had slain us, and we were 
by nature “dead in sins." Our Re- 
deemer has avenged our death, and 
given us newness of life. 


W. W. Martin 
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the expression “Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation” is better translated “Tent of 
meeting,” as in the Revised Version. 

Beginning with chapter 25 we have the 
“blueprint” or specifications for this 
structure, describing its parts, its furni- 
ture, and the various materials of which 
they were to be made. Orders are then 
given throughout Israel that those who 
are of a willing heart (35:5) should 
bring as offerings the materials neces- 
sary for the erection and furnishing of 
the Tabernacle. 

It was a great and a happy day when 
they brought their offerings to the Lord 
for this purpose, indeed they brought so 
much more than enough for the purpose 
that proclamation was made throughout 
the camp that they had brought suffi- 
cient and that they should bring no more 
(36:5-7) ! 
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Ruth, a Symbol of Family Loyalty 
LESSON TEXT: RUTH 1:8, 14-22 
Golden Text: “Ruth said, Intreat me 
not to leave thee, or to return from fol- 
lowing after thee: for whither thou 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodg- 
est, I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God” (Ruth 
1:16) 


Ruth in Moab 

A wife 

A widow 

A daughter-in-law 
The Journey to Bethlehem 
Ruth in Bethlehem 

Gleaning 

The kinsman redeemer 


There are two books of the Bible which 
bear the name of a woman, Ruth and 
Esther. Ruth must have lived more than 
three millenniums ago, and Esther about 
eight hundred years later. It is doubtful 
whether there was ever written any 
“short story” surpassing the book of 
Ruth, with respect to plot and manner of 
telling it. So beautiful is her character, 
so unselfish her nature, and so kindly her 
disposition, that many girls and women 
today are happy to bear her name, mean- 
ing “companionship” or “friendship.” 
Her name appears but once in the Bible 
outside of this book, and that in Matthew 
1:5, where she appears in the line of 
genealogy leading by way of David to 
Jesus (cf. Ruth 4:21-22), a high honor 
indeed. 

The historical setting or - background 
of the book of Ruth is the very restless 
period of the judges. Because of the wars 
of that period, and because of the fact 
that when men are on the battlefield, they 
cannot be in the grain fields, there was 
a famine (1:1) in the country around 
Bethlehem, the very name of which is 
“House of Bread.” 


The Move to Moab 


A citizen of Bethlehem by the name of 
Elimelech (meaning “My God is king”) 
decides to remove his family consisting 
of his wife Naomi (meaning “pleasant,” 


as also Naamah and Naaman), and two 
sons, Mahlon and Chilion to the land of 
Moab beyond the Jordan. Both the area 
known as Moab and that of Ammon, east 
of that river, were named after the two 
sons of Lot (Gen. 19:37-38), who were 
therefore indirectly related to Abraham. 

These Moabites were under a special 
curse, for they tried in every way to 
hinder the progress of the people of 
Israel while on their way from Egypt to 
Canaan, Balak their king even hiring 
Balaam of the east country to come to 
curse Israel (Numbers 22). Therefore, 
an Ammonite or Moabite was not to enter 
into the congregation of the Lord to their 
tenth generation (Deut. 23:3). The en- 
trance of Ruth into the economy of Israel 
becomes particularly interesting in view 
of this. 

In the course of time, after the arrival 
of the family in Moab, Naomi’s husband, 
Elimelech, died, leaving her a widow with 
her two sons, who later married, each 
one a girl of the Moabites. The wife of 
Mahlon was the Ruth of our story; the 
name of Chilion’s wife was Orpah. 


Departure for Bethlehem 


Ten years since their arrival in Moab 
have elapsed, when Mahlon and Chilion 
die, leaving three widows with serious 
problems. News having come to Naomi 
that the famine conditions had passed, 
for the Lord had visited His people in 
giving them bread again (1:6), she and 
her daughters-in-law made preparations 
to leave Moab for Naomi’s home, Bethle- 
hem, hoping thus to keep the family to- 
gether. 

Upon second thought, Naomi felt that 
it would be more advantageous for the two 
girls to remain in Moab, for, as strangers 
in Canaan, they might find it impossible 
to marry again. She then kissed them, 
expecting to take leave of them, but they 
insisted upon going along. She then 
pressed the argument more emphatically, - 
and Orpah kissed Naomi and went back, 
but Ruth clave unto her mother-in-law. 

Naomi, however, still insisted that Ruth 
follow Orpah, who had gone back to her 
people and to her gods. Ruth then begged 
her not to- mention the matter any more, 
saying in the words of the Golden Text: 
“Intreat me not to leave thee, or to re- 
turn from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God; 
where thou diest, will I die, and there 
will I be buried; the Lord do so to me, 
and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me.” 

Hardly anywhere is such sincere devo- 
tion expressed in such beautiful vocabu- 
lary in any known language. In this 
case mother-in-law jokes do not apply. 
Naomi was to Ruth a mother-in-love! It 
is evident that one of the principal fac- 
tors in the picture was Naomi’s religion, 
centering in the one true and living God, 
in contrast with the gods of Moab. That 
statement, “Thy God shall be my God” 
tells the story. 
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The Return 


No more does Naomi urge Ruth to re- 
main in her own country; so together 
they begin their journey to Bethlehem, 
which Naomi had left at least ten years 
before. Some of her former friends re- 
membered her when they saw her on the 
streets and exclaimed: “Can this be 
Naomi?” At once she silenced them, re- 
questing them no longer to call her 
Naomi, meaning “pleasant,” as mentioned 
above; rather should they call her Mara, 
meaning “bitter” “for,” said she, “the Al- 
mighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.” 
Those who are interested in words and 
names will want to note that the name 
of the bitter spring in Exodus 15:23, 
Marah, is the same word as Mara in our 
lesson. 

“J went out full,” says Naomi, “and the 
Lord hath brought me home again emipty ; 
why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the 
Lord hath testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath afflicted me?” But if the 
story were to end here as in the printed 
lesson, Mara would indeed be the proper 
designation for the situation. Naomi will 
yet learn that, when we least suspect it, 
He is working out His plan, which He 
does not always reveal in advance. Thus 
does He create the circumstances under 
which the virtues of faith, trust, hope, 
and patience develop and grow as fruits 
of the Spirit. 
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The question naturally arises how these 
two widows may support themselves. 
They had come into the land at the time 
of barley harvest (1:22). After Ruth 
had learned from Naomi that a relative 
of Elimelech, by the name of Boaz, had 
a farm near the town, she proposes to 
go into his field, and glean ears of corn 
after him, with the hope of finding favor 
in his sight. (Remember that “ears of 
corn” in the Bible never means Indian 
corn, but “heads of grain,” of whatever 
sort). 


Ruth’s Gleaning 


Ruth takes advantage of “the poor 
law” in Israel as recorded in Leviticus 
19:9-10 “And when ye reap the harvest 
of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap 
the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou 
gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And 
thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither 
shalt thou gather every grape of thy 
vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the 
poor and stranger: I am the Lord your 
God.” 

Having noticed a stranger in his field, 
Boaz inquires from the overseer of his 
farm who she might be. His heart is 
touched as he hears the recital of her 
experiences, more particularly as to the 
kindness shown by her to her mother- 
in-law. 

He then encourages her to glean in his 
field, tells her not to go into the field of 
another, to stay close by his maidens, and 
orders his young men to show her no dis- 
respect (2:9). But he does more than 
that. In the second most beautiful verse 
in the book, he commands his young 
men “to let fall some handfuls on pur- 
pose for her, and leave them, that she 
may glean them and rebuke her not” 
(2:16). 

Naturally, Naomi was surprised at the 
large amount of barley Ruth had gleaned, 
“beaten out,” and brought home at even 
(2:17-19). She asked Ruth to explain 
how it was that she had been so success- 
ful. The answer was that Boaz had been 
particularly kind to her as a stranger in 
n 


The Kinsman Redeemer 


This raises an interesting question in 
Naomi’s mind. She recalls that Boaz was 
a kinsman of Elimelech.. Perhaps he 
would, as goel “kinsman-redeemer,” pur- 
chase a parcel of ground which Naomi 
still owned, but was obliged to sell (4:3). 
This institution of the redeemer was es- 
tablished in Leviticus 25, where a near 
relative of one who was obliged to sell 
away some of his possession might buy 
it, so as to keep it in the family. Or (vs. 
47-49), if a person had to sell himself 
for debt, a close relative, if he were will- 
ing, might pay the debt and release him 
from servitude. 

Naomi charges Ruth with the commis- 
sion of putting their situation before 
Boaz; would he buy the land, marry 
Ruth, and raise up an heir to inherit the 
estate and thus retain the property with- 
in the family! We may not know whether 


it was leap year or not, but Ruth did ask 
Boaz how he felt about the matter! Cer- 
tain strange details in chapter 3 must be 
explained according to the manners and 
social customs of the country. 

Boaz meets Ruth sympathetically with 
respect to the proposal, but according 
to law, he must take into consideration 
that there is a kinsman more closely re- 
lated to Elimelech than Boaz was. He 
must be granted the first right to redeem 
the land, and to marry Ruth. Should he 
not wish to do so, or should he not be 
able to do so, Boaz would be the next in 
line. We do not know the name of this 
closer relative, but he is summoned to 
meet ten witnesses “at the gate,” where 
legal business was regularly transacted. 

After the case had been properly pre- 
sented to him, he said that he could not 
do what was asked of him, 4:6. He there- 
fore surrenders his right before the law 
as goel, and takes off his shoe to indicate 
that he has no longer any “standing” be- 
fore the law as redeemer. 

Then Boaz addresses the ten elders 
of the city as witnesses in the case in 
these words: “Ye are witnesses this day 
that I have bought all that was Elime- 
lech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and 
Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. More- 
over, Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of 
Mahlon, I have purchased to be my wife, 
to raise up the name of the dead upon 
his inheritance, that the name of the dead 
be not cut off from among his brethren, 
and from the gate of his place; ye are 
witnesses this day” (4:9-10). 


Ruth Married 


The witnesses confirm the agreement, 
and graciously bestow a typical oriental 
blessing upon Boaz and Ruth, praying 
that the Lord might continue through 
them “to build up the house” of Israel 
as He did through Rachel and Leah; 
and particularly the tribe of Judah, so 
that, as they should prosper in Ephra- 
tah, and become famous in Bethlehem, 
that territory should in turn become 
renowned because of their offspring. 

And their good wishes were fulfilled, 
as the last ten verses of the book show. 
To the great joy of Naomi, a son is born 
to Ruth and Boaz, to whom the name 
Obed is given (Obed means a “servant.” 
Obadiah means a “servant of Jehovah”). 
Obed in time becomes the father of Jesse, 
the father of David, the last word in the 
book, as it is the first and the last hu- 
man name in the New Testament. 

In Mark 14:9 Jesus speaks thus about 
the woman who poured upon His head 
the contents of an alabaster box of costly 
ointment: “Verily I say unto you, where- 
soever this Gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also 
that she hath done shall be spoken of for 
a memorial of her.” 

We can say the same thing of Ruth 
because of her family loyalty (the sub- 
ject of our lesson). For more than thirty- 
two centuries her name has been the 
symbol of the finest kind of sacrificial de- 
votion within her family group, an im- 
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portant theme these days as we see pro- 
nounced trends in the direction of family 
disintegration. 

Not-only did she marry Boaz, a goel, 
that is, a “redeemer,” according to Old 
Testament law in Israel, but her name 
appears as one of the ancestors of a 
greater Goel, or Redeemer, the Lord 
Jesus, of whom Boaz may be considered 
to be a type. 


JULY 23, 1950 

Samuel, the Upright Judge 
LESSON TEXT: 1 SAMUEL 7:3-6, 

15-16; 12:1-5 
Golden Text: “Samuel grew, and the 
Lord was with him, and did let none of 
his words fall to the ground” (1 Sam- 
uel 3:19) 


Samuel's Mother 
Her prayer and vow 
Eli's benediction 
The vow fulfilled 
Samuel's Call 
Eli's ministry to end 
Samuel to speak for God 
Samuel's Charge to the People 
To put away idols 
To return to God 
Saul Chosen King 


Last week our Sunday School lesson 
took us to “the little town of Bethlehem,” 
a few miles south of Jerusalem. Today 
we move northward to the village of Ra- 
mah, located in the hills as many miles 
north of Jerusalem as Bethlehem is south 
of it. 


Hannah Childless 


In Ramah lived a man by the name of 
Elkanah, an Ephrathite (cf. Ruth 1:2), 
who had two wives, Hannah (same as 
Anna, Luke 2:36, both meaning “grace” ) 
and Peninnah (meaning “coral,” or 
“pearl”). Hannah seems to have been 
his favorite wife (as Rachel had been 
of Jacob), but she had no children, in 
contrast with Peninnah, who did. Han- 
nah’s life was apparently a sad one be- 
cause of this reproach, and more so be- 
cause Penninnah taunted her for not 
being the mother of children. 

Upon one occasion, when, according to 
the custom of the family, they went to 
Shiloh, ‘the site of the Tabernacle, to 
worship, Hannah was particularly de- 
pressed. So she betook herself to prayer 
and weeping, and offered this vow: “O 
Lord of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look 
on the affliction of Thine handmaid, and 
remember me, and not forget Thine hand- 
maid, but wilt give unto Thine handmaid 
a man child, then will I give him unto 
the Lord all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his 
head.” 

This last clause means that he was 
to be consecrated and dedicated (as a 
Nazarite, Num. 6:5) to the Lord for “life 
service,” as Samson had been by the 
same token in Judges 13:5. 

The priest in charge of the Tabernacle 
at that time was Eli, assisted by two 
unworthy sons. He noticed Hannah as 
she was praying, not aloud, but merely 
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moving her lips. Thinking that she was 
drunk, he chided her, admonishing her 
to quit her drinking. No doubt much 
hurt by this reproof, she told him frank- 
ly that she was not “a daughter of Belial” 
(a wicked woman), but that she had 
come to ask a special favor of the Lord, 
and that she was praying. 





RAMAH 


The syllable ram in Ramah (as in 
Abram) means "high," and occurs fre- 
quently in the names of towns located 
on elevations. The Israelites preferred 
to build on the hills, in contrast with 
the Canaanites who lived in the plains 
and valleys. The syllable ah in the 
name Ramah is a feminine suffix (as in 
Sarah, “princess''), attached to the 
syllable ram and thus Ramah means a 
town built on a hill. The feminine 
plural, oth, is even more common in 
the name of such towns, and thus we 
have the name of several places in the 
plural form, Ramoth, properly trans- 
lated “Heights. We may mention 
Ramoth in | Chronicles 6:73 and the 
more important city of Ramoth-Gilead, 
east of the Jordan. 











The priest, when he realized his mis- 
take, and learned what the desire of her 
heart was, dismissed her with a special 
benediction of peace and with the prom- 
ise and assurance that the Lord would 
answer her prayer. 


Samuel Born 


They return to their home in Ramah, 
where in the course of time a son was 
born to Hannah. He is named Samuel, 
which according to the statement in 1:20 
was to indicate that his mother had 
asked him of the Lord, and that her 
prayer had been heard. Neither did she 
forget her promise, for when the child 
was old enough, he was taken to Shiloh, 
and presented to the priest, and thus to 
the Lord’s service. Eli prays that for the 
loan of this child the Lord might grant 
them a good rate of interest! What they 
thus received is stated in 2:21, three 
more sons and two daughters! 

We should at this point read and 
study the “song of Hannah” (2:1-10), 
the Old Testament Magnificat. for if we 
then read the “song of Mary” in Luke 
1:46-55, we shall see a very close resem- 
blance between them. The last word of 
Hannah’s song (2:10), is “His anointed” 
the word Messiah. It is as though by 
prophetic insight and inspiration she 
were looking down the centuries to an- 
other maid in Israel who was to be the 
mother of One who was to give His life 
to do the will of God also. 

As it was said of the Son of Mary, 
that He increased in wisdom, and in sta- 
ture, and in favor with God and man, 
so of Samuel it is said (2:26), that he 
grew on and was in favor with the Lord, 
and also with men. The environment in 
which Samuel was living was not con- 
genial, for in 2:12, we read of the two 
sons of Eli, the priest, Hophin and 
Phinehas, described as “sons of Belial” 


(wicked men), guilty of outrageous con- 
duct (vs. 16, 22, etc). Judgment is ac- 
cordingly pronounced upon Eli and his 
house (2:27-36), special mention being 
made of his two wicked sons, that they 
were to die on the same day, which 
happens in 4:17. 


Samuel Called 


No one can easily forget the “call of 
Samuel” as related-in chapter three. One 
night he heard some one calling his 
name. Thinking it was Eli, he arose and 
went to him, but found that he had not 
called him. This happened a second 
time, and a third time, when Eli per- 
ceived that the Lord was calling him. So 
he sends him back to bed again, advis- 
ing him to respond with these words, 
“Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth,” 
should the voice call him again. 

So Samuel went to bed again, and 
soon heard the Lord calling, “Samuel, 
Samuel.” He replied as he had been 
asked to do, whereupon the Lord re- 
vealed to Samuel His purposes. He will 
put an end to Eli and his two sons as 
ministering priests, and henceforth re- 
veal His will to His people through Sam- 
uel, as through a prophet. 

It was not easy for Samuel to tell Eli 
next morning what had been going on 
during the night, but at the urgent solici- 
tation of Eli, Samuel announced to him 
all that the Lord had told him. Eli evi- 
dently felt as David did in Psalm 51:4, 
“Against Thee, and Thee only have I 
sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight; 
that Thou mightest be justified when 
Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou 
judgest,” for he exclaims in 3:18, “It is 
the Lord: let Him do what seemeth Him 
good.” 

As John the Baptist said of Jesus and 
of himself in John 3:30, “He must in- 
crease but I must decrease,” so with the 
“decreasing” of Eli and his sons, Sam- 
uel “increased” and “the Lord was with 
him and did let none of his words fall 
to the ground” (our Golden Text). Be- 
cause of the corrupt priesthood of Eli, 
the Lord could not reveal His will to 
the people. He now chooses a man to 
whom and through whom He will speak. 


Samuel a Prophet 


It was not long until the people from 
Dan to Beersheba, that is, throughout 
all the land of Israel, knew that Samuel 
was established as a prophet of the 
Lord. It was at Shiloh that the Lord con- 
tinued to reveal Himself, no longer to Eli, 
but to Samuel, and the words He speaks 
to him are not permitted to be unful- 
filled, they do not “fall to the ground” 
as idle words. 

Samuel was a connecting link between 
the Judges and the Kings. He was a 
godly man, a “righteous judge,” and a 
strong influence for good in difficult days. 
In 7:15 we read that “Samuel judged 
Israel all the days of his life. And he 
went from year to year in circuit to 
Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and 
judged Israel in all those places.” His 
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home was still in Ramah, where he built 
an altar unto the Lord, a symbol of 
communion and fellowship. From this 
center proceeded the steadying influ- 
ences in times of national crises, for 
“the word of Samuel came to all Israel” 
(4:1). 

Chapters 4 to 6 describe one of these 
crises, a military campaign between 
Israel and the Philistines, to the advan- 
tage of the latter. Nor did it help when 
the people brought the ark of the Lord 
on to the battlefield. They thought “it” 
might save them out of the hands of 
their enemy (4:3). But an “it” cannot 
save in so dangerous a situation. God 
alone can do that, but their hearts were 
far from God. 


The Ark Captured 


So the ark was taken by the Philis- 
tines, and the sons of Eli were slain in 
the battle. A report to this effect was 
brought to Eli by a runner, whereupon 
he fell off a bench backward by the side 
of the gate, breaking his neck, so that he 
died too. A further sequel of the tragedy 
was that the shock of the report caused 
the wife of Phinehas to bring a son to 
birth, whom she named with her dying 
breath Ichabod, meaning “no glory,” for, 
said she, “The glory is departed from 
Israel, for the ark of God is taken.” 

The ark was taken into the temple of 
Dagon. In the morning the idol was 
lying prostrate on the floor, as in the at- 
titude of making obeisance. A plague of 
hemorrhoids (emerods) came upon the 
inhabitants of the towns to which the 
ark was taken. Finally they decide to 
send the ark back to the land of Israel 
with the images of five golden emerods, 
and five golden mice, one for each of the 
major cities of the Philistines (6:17). 
The mice (rats) would indicate that the 
plague was what we call bubonic plague 
today. 

The townsfolk of Kirjath-jearim took 
the ark over, and placed it in the home 
of Abinadab, whose son, Eliazar, they 
consecrated to take charge of it. This is 
the background of our printed lesson, 
Samuel’s charge to the people, as he 
exhorts them to return unto the Lord 
with all their hearts, to put away idols 
and to serve Jehovah only, with the prom- 
ise that He would deliver them out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 


The Return to Jehovah 


They did put away the idols of Baal 
and Ashtoroth, and worshiped Jehovah. 
Samuel ordered a gathering of the peo- 
ple at Mizpah for a prayer and consecra- 
tion service, to confess their sins commit- 
ted against the Lord, for which reason 
their troubles had come upon them. Sam- 
uel tried to hold the people true to their 
God, apparently keeping in close touch 
with them, so as to help them to distin- 
guish between what was right and what 
was wrong in the sight of God. 

Strange to say he may have been 
neglecting his own children at home (8: 
3). The elders of Israel came to call on 
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Samuel one day (8:4-5), and told him 
plainly that hé was old, that his sons 
were not walking in his ways, and that 
provision would have to be made for the 
immediate future. They propose that he 
appoint a king as his successor, so that 
they might have a government like the 
nations round about. 


Saul Chosen King 


This was not to his liking. He took 
the matter to the Lord in prayer, who 
told him to give them what they were 
demanding, for, said the Lord, “they 
have not rejected thee but they have re- 
jected Me, that I should not reign over 
them.” He is asked to tell the people 
what kind of oppression they might ex- 
pect under the king for whom they were 
asking (8:11-18). But they insist, say- 
ing, “We will have a king over us, that 
we also may be like all the nations” (8: 
19-20). 

Chapters 9-11 tell how Saul, the son 
of Kish, a Benjamite, came to he se- 
lected, anointed, and finally consecrated 
as the first king of Israel. Samuel was 
the one who anointed him, as he Iater 
also anointed David (16:13), after Saul 
had twice disobeyed the Word of the 
Lord. 

As Samuel turns his office as the lead- 
er of Israel over to Saul (12:1-5), in the 
presence of his people, he reviews his 
conduct during his term of leadership, 
declaring that he had never accepted a 
bribe, never defrauded anyone, never op- 
pressed anyone. Never had he taken 
any man’s ox or ass, and if at any time 
he had taken or received anything wrong- 
fully, he stood ready to restore it. He 
proceeded to admonish the people 
throughout the chapter, promising that 
he would never cease to pray for them. 
“Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in 
truth with all your heart; for consider 
how great things he hath done for you. 
But if ye shall do wickedly, ye shall be 
consumed, both ye and your king.” 

Thus speaks a righteous judge, a 
godly ruler, a true prophet, a strong man, 
walking in the fear of the Lord, a bless- 
ing to his people, an inspiration to those 
who would live godly in this present 
world. God grant us such men to rule 
over us today. 


JULY 30, 1950 
David, a King Who Honored God 
LESSON TEXT: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-6, 
17-22 
Golden Text: “Thou art great, O Lord 
God: for there is none like Thee” (2 
Samuel 7:22) 
David Chosen King 
David and Saul 
David and Goliath 
David and Jonathan 
David in Exile 
David Crowned King 
The temple planned 
The throne established 


The name David means “beloved.” 
Two weeks ago we found the first men- 
tion of him in Ruth 4:21, the last word 


in the book of Ruth. We also mentioned 
the fact that David is the first human 
name as well as the last in the New 
Testament. Much space is devoted to 
him in the historical books, in fact, in 
order to cover the whole story one would 
have to begin with 1 Samuel 16 and read 
through to 1 Kings 2:10-11 where his 
death is recorded. 

We should, however, not forget the 
reference to him in 1 Samuel 13:14, 
where Samuel speaks of him as a man 
after the Lord’s own heart, with which 
we may compare the title of our lesson, 
“a King who honored God.” In the New 
Testament this verse is quoted in Acts 
13:22 by Paul, and in Psalm 89:20 the 
Lord Himself is quoted as saying, “I 
have found David my servant; with My 
holy oil have I anointed him,” the ac- 
count of which is given in 1 Samuel 16. 

Two times Saul is reprimanded by 
Samuel for not having kept the com- 
mandment of the Lord his God (1 Sam- 
uel 13:13, and 15:19). The consequence 
was that judicial punishment was pro- 
nounced upon him, Samuel declaring 
that his kingdom was not to continue 
(13:14), that is, his son (Jonathan) was 
not to succeed him. In 15:28 Samuel 
says that “the Lord hath rent the king- 
dom of Israel from thee this day, and 
hath given it to a neighbor of thine, 
that is better than thou.” 


David Chosen 


This neighbor was David, the son of 
Jesse, to whose house Samuel is sent in 
order to choose from among his sons the 
one whom God would have as the suc- 
cessor of Saul. Thus does Samuel pro- 
ceed to Bethlehem on his mission, warned 
not to judge by outward appearance, for 
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart. Not one 
of the sons who appeared before Samuel 
proved to be the one approved by the 
Lord. 

Finally, Samuel asked Jesse whether 
these were all the children he had. He 
replied that there was one more, the 
youngest, out in the fields keeping the 
sheep. Samuel asked that he be called 
in. When he appeared, the Lord at once 
told Samuel to anoint him as His choice. 
Evidently his heart was right, which did 
not prevent him from having a beautiful 
countenance and from being goodly to 
look to (16:12). 

The simple ceremony of anointing with 
oil is described in 16:13, when the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that 
day forward. But the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul, the Lord allowing 
an evil spirit to harass him in his re- 
bellious attitude toward Him, bringing 
upon him fits of distemper which not 
only troubled him, but disturbed his as- 
sociates also. 


David Plays for Saul 


Friends of Saul believed that his dis- 
temper could be eased by music, so they 
gained his permission to seek out a skill- 
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ful player.on the harp. Rumor had it 


‘that David was cunning in playing, a 


mighty valiant man, a man of war, 
prudent, and a comely person. It was 
also noted that the Lord was with him. 
This description of David as a versatile 
young man pleased Saul, who at once 
commanded him to appear at court. 

“And David came to Saul, and stood 
before him; and he loved him greatly; 
and he became his armor-bearer. And 
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David, I 
pray thee, stand before me; for he hath 
found favor in my sight. And it came to 
pass, when the evil spirit from God was 
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and 
played with his hand; so Saul was re- 
freshed, and was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him.” This passage is 
especially interesting because we have 
recently introduced music into our men- 
tal hospitals as a therapeutic agent with 
much success. 


David Slays Goliath 


1 Samuel 17 is the recital of the dra- 
matic encounter of David with the giant 
Goliath. To show how David honored 
God long before he became King, we 
recall his words as he challenged the 
Philistine who threatened to give David’s 
body unto the fowls of the air, and to 
the beasts of the field. 

“Thou comest to me with a sword,” 
David says, “and with a spear, and with 
a shield; but I come to thee in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 
This day will the Lord deliver thee into 
mine hand; and I will smite thee, and 
take thine head from thee; and I will 
give the carcases of the host of the 
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45-46). 

God honors faith and trust like that. 
The stone hurled from David’s sling 
found its target, and the giant fell on his 
face to the earth. David then took the 
head of the Philistine, and brought it to 
Jerusalem. 


David a Hero 


David thus became a national hero, 
especially beloved by Jonathan, the son 
of Saul. Together they established a 
covenant of friendship between them- 
selves, a friendship which has become 
proverbial because of true devotion on 
the part of each to the other. 

The one “sour note” for Saul was this 
chorus: “Saul hath slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousand.” He be- 
came very angry when he heard this, his 
jealousy conjuring up the suspicion of 
a plot on the part of David and his 
friends to wrest the kingdom from him. 
With a javelin he sought to strike David, 
who was able to avert the blow. Saul, 
believing that David was living a charmed 
life, seeing that he behaved himself wise- 
ly, and that all Israel and Judah loved 
him, removed him from him. 

In 1 Samuel 19:1 Saul’s envy and 
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jealousy against David increase, no 
doubt impelled by the evil spirit even to 
seek his death, for he actually suggests 
to Jonathan and to all his servants that 
they should kill him. But Jonathan 
shields him, informing him about Saul’s 
animus, and eventually advising him to 
flee the palace precincts for the sake of 
his personal safety. The parting scene, 
as David takes leave of his friend Jona- 
than, is described at the close of 1 Sam- 
uel 20. 
David’s Exile 

Here begins the long period of David’s 
exile, during which he was hunted and 
hounded by Saul and his men. Upon 
several occasions David might easily 
have killed Saul but refused to slay “the 
Lord’s anointed” (1 Sam. 24:6). The 
headings of a number of the Psalms re- 
fer to incidents and episodes which took 
place during David’s exile (see Psa. 18, 
for example). A particularly interest- 
ing chapter, 1 Samuel 25, has to do 
with Nabal and Abigail, giving us some 
insight into the way in which David and 
those with him sustained themselves in 
those precarious days. At this point we 
should read 1 Chronicles 12 in order to 
learn that David had many friends who 
evidently were not in harmony with 
Saul’s regime. They had left their fami- 
lies and occupations in order to make 
common cause with David as “helpers of 
the war, of one heart to make David 
king” (vs. 1, 22, 38). 

But David does not become king until 
after the death of Saul, which took place 
in a battle with the Philistines on Mt. 
Gilboa (1 Samuel 30:1). With him 
were slain his three sons, Jonathan 
among them (v. 2). In spite of the fact 
that Saul had been his mortal enemy, 
David lamented his death and that of his 
friend Jonathan. Read his lamentation, 
the “threnody,” as recorded in 2 Samuel 
1:17-27, one of the most interesting He- 
brew poems in the Old Testament. Three 
phrases of this poem are still in current 
use: “Tell it not in Gath,” “How are the 
mighty fallen!,” and “In death they were 
not divided.” 

King David 

The Lord now directs David to proceed 
to Hebron, where he assumes office as 
King of Judah for a period of seven 
years and six months. During this time 
Abner, Saul’s general-in-chief of the 
army sets up a counter-government in 
the north, having appointed one of Saul’s 
sons, Ishbosheth, as King, 2:8-9). This 
regime collapses with his assassination, 
(ch. 4), after which David is elected 
and anointed King over all the tribes, 
reigning over all Israel for thirty-three 
years (5:5). He moves his capital from 
Hebron to Jerusalem, the importance of 
this city dating from this event, as he 
with his men wrests the city from the 
Jebusites. 

David at once brings the ark of the 
covenant to Mt. Zion (one of the hills 
of Jerusalem), and as soon as “the Lord 


had given him rest round about from all 
his enemies” he consulted with Nathan, 
the prophet, about building a temple of 
worship, for he did not feel comfortable, 
living in a house of cedar, while the ark 
of God remained within curtains, that is, 
in a temporary tabernacle or tent. Na- 
than gave his assent to the project, even 
promising that the Lord would be with 
him. But that very night the Lord gave 
Nathan a message for David, as we read 
in 2 Samuel 7:5-16, the chapter assigned 
for our lesson today. 

In ‘this message the Lord reminds 
David of His care for His people Israel 
from the day He had brought them out 
of Egypt to David’s time. He had blessed 
David too (vs. 8-9), having raised him 
from a shepherd lad to the high office 
of ruler over His people Israel, giving 
him a great name, like unto the names 
of the great men that are in the earth. 


The Temple 


He does not ask David to build him a 
house, but honoring his intentions, He 
promises that He will build him an house 
(v. 11), meaning that he shall have a 
family to continue his name. One of his 
sons shall, after his death, build an house 
unto the Lord, and the throne of his 
kingdom He would establish forever. 

Solomon thus became the builder of 
the Temple, and the material splendor 
and glory of his reign become a type 
of the greater glory of the greater king- 
dom of David’s “greater Son,” the Lord 
Jesus. Note therefore how the angel 
Gabriel quotes this chapter in Luke 1:33 
as he describes His kingdom to Mary 
at the time of the Annunciation. 

David was overwhelmed with emotion 
as he received these good words from the 
Lord through Nathan. “Who am I, O 
Lord God?,” he asks, “and what is my 
house, that Thou hast brought me hither- 
to?” And not only had the Lord blessed 
him in the past, but He gives him glow- 
ing promises for a great while in the 
future! David might well ask, “What is 
man, that Thou art mindful of him?” 
(Psa. 8:4). 

Surely it was not that David himself 
deserved -it, but it was “for Thy word’s 
sake, and according to Thine own heart, 
that Thou hast done all these great 
things, to make Thy servant know them. 
Wherefore Thou art great, O Lord God; 
for there is none like Thee, neither is 
there any God beside Thee, according to 
all that we have heard with our ears” 
(the Golden Text). 

Here ends the printed lesson, but the 
complete assignment carries through 
chapters 9 and 22, including Psalms 24, 
and 51, the latter being an expression of 
penitence and grief, when he realized 
that he had sinned against the God who 
had so highly favored him in the past. 
Through this bitter experience he came 
to realize in a very personal way that he 
is truly “blessed” whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered, and unto 
whom the Lord imputeth no inquity. 
(Read the whole of Psalm 32). 
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Archaeology and Bible History. Joseph P. 
Free. Van Kampen, 1950. 398 p., Ap- 
pendices, Index. $5.00. 


This book brings together the results of 
Dr. Free’s long study and experience in the 
field of Archaeology and Bible study. From 
the Bible-believing Christian’s point of 
view this should be a very valuable and 
useful work. There are many books on the 
subject; many from the liberal doctrinal 
point of view, and others lacking a schol- 
arly handling of the material. Dr. Free is 
a careful, scholarly writer, and an uncom- 
promising Bible believer. The book will be 
found very helpful to ministers, teachers, 
and students of the Word. The novice, too, 
will find this work interesting and under- 
standable. Those who wish to go deeper 
will find the footnotes and bibliography in- 
valuable. 

The first chapter is an introduction to 
the Bible as a reliable historical book 
which archaeology has illuminated and 
confirmed in many ways. He touches on 
verbal inspiration and shows that the 
Word is God’s revelation to man. His dis- 
cussion of the “tells” or mounds, made up 
of successive layers of ancient civilizations, 
one building on the other, and the tech- 
niques used to find the buried secrets, lays 
the foundation for the study that follows. 

Beginning in the second chapter, the au- 
thor takes Bible history progressively from 
Genesis, through the intertestament period, 
to Revelation. Archaeological data pertain- 
ing to the event, place, or persons men- 
tioned, are given along with the history. 
This method makes the facts easily acces- 
sible to the Bible student. The book is 
heavily documented, but the use of code 
letters for the various works consulted, 
saves much space and helps to make the 
study more readable. 

There are nineteen illustrations that are 
clear and well printed. It seems unfortu- 
nate that there could not have been more. 
There is an appendix dealing with the 
meaning of such words as “liberal,” “neo- 
orthodox,” “conservative,” “fundamental,” 
and the author adds his own stand as a 
Bible-believing Christian. His word study 
of the question of “Wine and the Bible” is 
very helpful, as is his list of the kings of 
Israel and Judah, and the dates of their 
reign along with those of contemporary 
kings in the surrounding nations. 

Though the work is primarily a book of 
facts, Dr. Free often gives the spiritual ap- 
plication to Scripture such as the offering 
of Isaac, the sin of David, and the harden- 
ing of Pharoah’s heart. The book follows 
Biblical history so closely that some of the 
other interesting findings of the archaeolo- 
gist in the Near East are not discussed. 

This work is a “must” on the list of any- 
one wishing to do serious Bible study, and 
its easy, understandable presentation puts 
it within the comprehension of all. 


D. S. C. 


The Wycliffe Series of Christian Classics 
is reviewed on page 18. 
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The Purpose of Life 
(Continued from page 27) 


Because of these things man is the 
one link between the material and the 
spiritual. He is the point in which all 
lower forms of life touch the highest 
and become familiar with it. He is the 
point at which all the highest forms of 
existence touch the lower, and make 
them flash and flame with beauty. I 
pass over all this world and I see 
everywhere life in creation, but it never 
becomes spiritual until I see it in man. 
There is never recognition of the infi- 
nite and the eternal until I come to 
man. I think there is a profound sig- 
nificance in the discovery of the open- 
ing declarations of John’s Gospel, 
where the mystic writer says of the 
incarnation of the Word, “In Him was 
life; and the life was the light of men.” 
You cannot say that of anything lower 
in the scale of creation. You can say 
“In him was life” of every blade of 
grass, of every daisy that decks the 
sod, of every bird that poises in air its 
wing, and sings the song of seraphim; 
but you cannot say “the life was light” 
until you come to man. All else was 
created by God; but when creation 
reached man, man turned around and 
looked into the face of God and knew 





Him. Light flamed with the coming of 
man. In him the lower orders of crea- 
tion reach light, and finality. In man 
earth has traffic with Heaven. In man 
Heaven stoops down to earth and 
makes it beautiful. This is true of 
every man. Created by God. An ex- 
pression of God. A link between the 
material and the spiritual worlds. 


Now pass to the second of these 


thoughts. For what is such a being 
made? I have created him, said Je- 
hovah by the mouth of Isaiahyfor My 
glory. Here my difficulty begins. I 
know this is the ancient phraseology of 
the Church. We are all familiar with 
it, but how shall we say it so that the 
declaration may startle us into atten- 
tion and change the whole order and 
current of our lives? It ought to do 
so, and will so do, if we can but hear 
it as we ought to hear it. 

Allow me a moment or two with the 
background of negation. What is the 
purpose of human life? There is the 
day of birth, and out there somewhere 
is the day of death, and these are but 
human terms, the full meaning of 
which none of us fully understands. 
The beginning and the end. What is 
the real meaning of human life, its true 
purpose? I will mention some things 
to you. The amassing of wealth; the 
acquisition of knowledge; the pursuit 
of pleasure. I only mention these things 
to dismiss them. You have already 
dismissed them. The deepest in you 
has said at once, No, it cannot be that 
a man divinely created, himself an ex- 
pression of Deity, a link between the 
material and the spiritual worlds, has 
as the purpose of his existence such 
things as these. Let them be dismissed. 
I will not stay to argue them for a 
moment. 

Once again. Think of the day of 
birth. Think of the day of death. Tell 
me what is the purpose of the life that 
lies between? Is it the salvation of the 
soul? Certainly ‘not. That is but the 
initial activity enabling a man to ful- 
fill the purpose of his being. Is it then 
sympathy with sorrow? Assuredly not. 
The day will come—it seems slow in 
coming but it will come—when God 
shall wipe away all tears from men’s 
eyes, and sorrow—listen, this is not my 
imagination, this is inspiration—“sor- 
row and sighing shall flee away,” like 
black plumaged birds, never to return. 
Then is the purpose of life the service 
of humanity? No, that does not touch 
the deepest. That may be a method by 
which man today will fulfill the pur- 
pose of his being, but there is a pro- 
founder answer. 

What then is the real meaning of this 
strange, complex and marvelous life of 
mine; creation of God, expression of 
God, in itself a link between dust and 
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Deity, between the material and the 


spiritual? I go back to the ancient 
prophecy “whom I have created for 
My glory.” Allow me to illuminate that 
declaration by the revelation of the 
Bible generally, without referring to 
any particular passage. Man is created 
first for the knowledge of God. Man 
is created finally for revelation of God. 

Man is created first for knowledge 
of God. There is given to man a con- 
sciousness of God which no other being 
has. The light of the uncreated beam 
is focused in the lens of a human spirit. 
Zophar, in the olden days, said, “Canst 
thou by searching find out God?” and 
the answer intended, and the accurate 
answer, is By no means. Yet. man can 
know God, although he cannot know 
Him absolutely and perfectly, just as a 
man cannot encompass in his thinking 
eternity. Although eternity as a thought 
baffles the proud intellect of man, a 
man can know it. The moment in 
which a man knows the limitlessness of 
space he knows that he cannot know 
it; but in knowing that he cannot know 
it he knows it. The moment a man en- 
compasses in his mind the thought of 
unending duration he knows he cannot 
know all the meaning of it; but know- 
ing that he cannot know it is to be sure 
of it, and so to know it. No dog thinks 
of eternity. No lower form of life 
thinks of unending space. No other 
created being can know God, but man 
is made to know Him. This is the first 
way in which man glorifies God, by 
coming to know Him. To this bear 
witness the words of Jesus Himself, so 
full of meaning, “This is age-abiding 
life, that they should know Thee, the 
only true God, and Him whom Thou 
didst send,” 

Man is made not merely for the 
knowledge of God but also for fellow- 
ship with God, communion with God. 
In every man there is a desire, and ca- 
pacity to listen to the voice of God. 
In every human being there is the pos- 
sibility of sympathy in thought and 
feeling with God. It is sadly lacking in 
all of us, even in the best; yet there 
is nO man or woman in London but is 


capable of communion with God; no 
man or woman but that can desire and 
cry out after the living God. Where 
that listening and that crying out and 
that desire are instructed and directed 
and obeyed, then God is to be found 
and known, and communed with. If 
my assertion is not enough, then among 
the readers of this page there are hun- 
dreds of witnesses, who still hear the 
voice saying amid the city’s din and 
bustle, “This is the way, walk ye in it.” 
For this communion man is made. 

All of these are but preliminary and 
fundamental things. Not merely for 
knowledge of God and communion 
with God man is made, but also for 
co-operation with God. What was it 
in the beginning? Go, dig this garden 
and keep it. When the first man began 
his delving and his digging; his watch- 
ing and his cultivation, until there 
came first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn in the ear; first the sap- 
ling, then the tree, and then the fruit, 
what was he doing? Working with 
God. He was partner with God. When 
the last man delved in your garden, 
and put in those russet bulbs that had 
no form or comeliness that you should 
desire them, and waited and watched 
until the spring time came and kissed 
the ground, and out of the russet bulb 
came the glorious flower, that man 
worked with God. Co-operation with 
God is the law of human life, and for 
that man was created. 

I come from Eden and look at the 
second man, the last Adam. 

The whole story of how He glorified 
God is told in His own words, “My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
Co-operation with God in His case was 
redemption and renewal; gathering the 
thorns out of the garden and bathing 
them in His blood that the curse might 
be removed. It is a metaphor, a figure 
of speech, but the infinite fact behind 
is far finer than the figure can ever 
suggest. The Church in so far as she 
fulfills the divine ideal, to use the 
apostle’s words of all its members is 
composed of “workers together with 
God.” Today saintly men and women 
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are in co-operation with God, and pres- 
ently in those dim and purple distances 
of the ages to come the ransomed will 
co-operate with God, for through the 
Church the kindness of God is to be 
manifest, and to the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places is to be 
made known by them the wisdom of 
God. 

So that man finally fulfills the pur- 
pose of his being by such activity with 
God as results in the revelation of God. 
Angels desire to look into these things; 
they bend over, peer into, watch with 
intense interest the whole process and 
progress of man. Why? Because ac- 
cording to that great Pauline teaching, 
the angels are learning God through 
His manifestation in humanity as they 
cannot learn Him anywhere else. Devils 
are learning through human history 
God’s righteousness and God’s power, 
and the ultimate doom of evil. For 

co-operation with God man is made. 

Thus man fulfills the purpose of 
his being. Every man who is living for 
any lower thing than to glorify God is 
prostituting God-given powers. It is 
an ugly word. It is a word that is 
hardly used in polite society. Yet I 
pray you remember there is a prostitu- 
tion as vile as the sin we shudder at; 
which yet, alas, man seldom trembles 
at the thought of. It is the prostitution 
of human life to anything lower than 
the glory of God. Do I take these 
hours, these days; these powers, this 
thought, this mind, this spirit, and use 
them for any other purpose ultimately 
than to glorify God? That is prostitu- 
tion. Sin is just that, wilful, chosen 
failure to seek the glory of God. That 
was the meaning of the word of Jesus 
when He said concerning Nicodemus, 
and through him concerning every 
man, “Ye must be born anew.” That 
was the meaning of Paul when he 
wrote, “Ye have put off the old man 
with his doings, and have put on the 
new man, which is being renewed unto 
knowledge after the image of Him 
that created him.” 

Now I have done; and you will be- 
gin. In the light of this consideration, 
what about our life. God requireth 
that which is past. Where is it? What 
of the years that have gone? Yonder 
is the day of birth. I can name it, and 
date it, and fix it. Somewhere is the 
day of dissolution. I cannot name it. I 
cannot date it. I cannot fix it. All these 
years since then till now have gone. 
What have I done with them? No such 
question can be asked, and honestly 
answered without our having to con- 
fess, “We have sinned, and fall short 
of the glory of God.” Yet it is to those 
who have so sinned, and so come short 
of the glory of God that He sent His 
Son. “The Son of man came to seek 





and to save that which was lost.” 

Here today in actual and spiritual 
presence is that selfsame Saviour. One 
of the words of my text is the word 
“formed”; the word which I reminded 
you indicates the activity of the potter. 
Take that word and let me finish with 
it. Take that word as I find it in this 
same Bible. The vessel that the potter 
formed is marred, ruined in the hand 
of the potter, but He will make it again 
another vessel. 

See how you have failed. See how 
you have groveled in the dust. See 
how when the golden crown was held 


over your head, like the man with the 


muckrake you sought the satisfaction 
of the glitter of a straw. Behind you 
are the years the cankerworm hath 
eaten. The promise is that “He will 
restore the years that the cankerworm 
hath eaten.” The promise is that “He 
will make it again another vessel.” All 
He asks is that you will understand 
another great declaration of this chap- 
ter, “I am Jehovah; and beside Me 
there is no Saviour.” Let us come to 
Him as Saviour and we shall find Him 
full of pity, full of power. The past 
may be forgiven and we may yet live 
to His glory. 





This sermon was preached by Dr. Morgan in 
Westminster Chapel, London, and appeared 
in print in England serially under the general 
title "The Westminster Pulpit." It is reprinted 
here by arrangement with the trustees of his 
estate. 


Giving, Going, Praying 
(Continued from page 25) 


miles from a neighboring village to 
hear more about Christ. Oh, the 
struggle within the missionary’s 
heart! Should he turn them away? 
How utterly exhausted he was! How 
could he go back into that hall? But 
the peasants’ hearts must have been 
unspeakably hungry to cause them 
to walk so far over nondescript 
roads. .. How could he turn them 
away? 

Would the thoughts of his allow- 
ance just received give him the 
needed strength? No! The allow- 
ance was keeping him on the field, 
was buying food for his stomach, 
but it certainly could not give him 
emergency strength to preach to hun- 
gry hearts the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Only prayer could do that. 

Most certainly as literature goes 
into the mails from missions repre- 
senting all corners of the earth, that 
strong plea for prayer is meant to 
put us on our knees in earnest, un- 
derstanding, persevering prayer. For 
without that kind of help from home 
shores, results abroad will be sparse. 
The responsibility of prayer does not 
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rest with the missionary while the 
responsibility of giving rests with us 
left behind. Prayer is part of the 
“high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus,” and it is a privilege and pow- 
er given to all, not to a few. 

Let us, for the moment, make a 
few comparisons. 

Gifts speak of faith in the dollar. 
Prayer speaks of faith in God. 

Gifts satisfy the expectation of the 
visible world. Prayer militates against 
invisible spiritual powers in the 
Heavenlies who operate against God 
and against His people and against 
His program. 

Gifts reach the physical and mate- 
rial. Prayer reaches the human 
spirit. 

Gifts, for instance, supply tracts. 
Prayer conditions hearts to receive 
the message of the tracts. 

Gifts require days, sometimes 
weeks or even longer, to do their 
work. Prayer bridges miles in an 
instant of time. 

Gifts alone are limited in their ac- 
complishment. Prayer removes the 
limitation of the giver’s dollar and 
the limitation on the dollars of 
others too. 

Your dollar minus prayer is worth 
a dollar. Prayer gives power to dol- 
lars. 

Your gift wrapped in prayer is 
worth dollars and souls. 

To give dollars can be giving 
apart from oneself. To pray in His 
Spirit is always the giving of oneself. 

Go, as God calls; but let commun- 
ion and the work of prayer be the 
life of your calling. 

Give your gifts, as God gives grace; 
but wrap them in fervent, under- 
standing prayer. 

Yes, when missions ask for prayer, 
they want prayer. The request for 
prayer is not a masquerading re- 
quest for money or for lives. ‘They 
need both money and lives. But the 
prayers of God’s people release pow- 
er where money and lives are sent. 

How can the prayers of someone 
in a room here in America do any- 
thing for men and in men thousands 
of miles away? We cannot know ex- 
actly how prayer works; but we do 
know from results and from the re- 
corded Word of God that it does 
work. God has chosen to do His 
greatest work through prayer. And 
it is a work accomplished through 
precious fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit. . The Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities. . .” (Rom. 8:26). 
is an infirmity not to see through our 
walls across mountain and sea into 
the peasant huts of Europe, into the 
steaming jungles of South America 
and Africa, into the noisy market 
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places of India, and the rice fields of 
China, and the counsel chambers of 
nations. But, thanks be to God who 
gives the assurance, “. . . the Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit Himself 
maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.” 


Meditations 
(Continued from page 23) 


sults, and perhaps as the age draws to 
a close this condition shall be the more 
manifest. We must not forget that 
evangelism is not soul-winning, but that 
it is evangelizing. It is just as important 
that the Gospel should be preached to 
those who reject it as to the “few souls” 
(1 Pet. 3:20) who shall be saved. 
LORD, MAY WE BE FAITHFUL TO OUR 
ONE TASK. 


July 20 
GIANTS .. . (6:4) 

The word is in our English translations 
because the Septuagint rendered the He- 
brew word by the Greek word for giants, 
but the real meaning of the word por- 
trays those creatures, half-men, half- 
demons, who were born of the horrible 
rebellion of the demons. These were “the 
mighty men which were of old, men of 
renown.” Here is the basis for the legends 
of Hercules and the other children of the 
gods of mythology. The “after that” re- 
fers to the same phenomenon at the time 
of the entry into Palestine, for the Devil 
had another brood there to await the 
arrival of Joshua. This was why all the 


people of the land were to be killed. 
God was not showing cruelty, but mani- 
festing love in protecting His own by or- 
dering their removal. 

LORD, GIVE US CHILD-LIKE HEARTS, TO 
TRUST THEE. 


July 21 
THE WICKEDNESS OF MAN WAS 
GREAT (6:5) 

It is much greater than men, apart 
from the Spirit and the Word, know 
anything about. As long as a human 
being conducts himself so that he is in- 
offensive to his fellow-men, most people 
think he should be thereby acceptable to 
God. And even when a man says or does 
something that is definitely wrong, he is 
said to “mean well,” and he must 
be at heart a good fellow. But our text 
says that God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great. This phrase refers to 
the actual doings of man. And it is the 
verdict of God. And it is just as true of 
the earth today as it was of the period 
before the flood. Christ said, “As it was 
in the days of Noah. . .” 

LORD, MAY WE SEE WITH THINE EYES, 
AND BE HUMBLE. 


July 22 
THE THOUGHTS OF THE HEART. . 
(6:5) 

Human eyes might see the wickedness 
of human actions, but only God could 
tell what went on in the hidden cham- 
bers of the heart. But here He tells us 
what He found. The hearts of men were 
evil; the thoughts of their hearts were 
evil; the imaginations of the thoughts 
were evil; not some but every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts was evil; further- 
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more, this state was only evil, and it was 
not a temporary state, but was evil con- 
tinually. Who is capable of writing such 
a sentence? Only God, who has said, 
“I know the things that come into your 
mind, every one of them” (Ezek. 11:5), 
and who “weigheth the spirits“ (Prov. 
16:2) . 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
HAST RENEWED A RIGHT SPIRIT WITH- 
IN US. 


July 23 
IMAGINATION (6:5) 

The word “image” is to be found in 
imagination, for it represents the pic- 
tures we allow to come to the eyes of our 
heart. Throughout the Bible the imagi- 
nation is an evil, accursed thing. It is 
urgently needful that we wage war in 
this sphere as we live in a world that 
feeds the imagination. A four-year-old 
was given a Superman suit and jumped 
out the window, breaking a leg, aston- 
ished that the suit wouldn’t work. A 
neurotic woman sat by our desk and con- 
fessed that she lived in a dream world 
of romance. God says, “Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Cor. 10:5). 

LORD, POSSESS OUR IMAGINATION. 


July 24 
IT REPENTED THE LORD (6:6) 

We must not suppose that God was 
astonished, or taken unaware. Elsewhere 
He has said, “The strength of Israel will 
not lie nor repent; for He is not a man, 
that He should repent” (1 Sam. 15:29). 
If we do not believe that God has al- 
ways known all things, we do not believe 
in God. The Bible frequently accommo- 
dates its language about God to our hu- 
man senses. That is why it speaks of 
the arm of God and the hand of God, 
when God is Spirit (John 4:24), and a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones (Lk. 24: 
39). This means that from the view 
point of man it looked as though God 
were changing His mind, though He was 
really teaching us that sin brings the dis- 
play of His wrath. 

LORD, MAY WE REST IN THINE UN- 
CHANGEABLENESS. 


July 25 
IT GRIEVED HIM AT HIS HEART (6:6) 
We are not to think that God’s eternal 
joy and happiness at the knowledge of 
His perfections could ever be disturbed. 
But God is teaching us that He is not a 
disinterested watcher of the human scene. 
All that you do concerns Him most close- 
ly, and His eye is ever upon you in love. 
When there is sin He must be grieved 
by it, for love wants the best for the one 
that is loved, and when that loved one 
chooses the path that will not bring the 
best the heart of Love must grieve. One 
of the marks of personality is feeling, 
and if God did not have the feeling of 
grief, He would not be perfect in His 
love. 
LORD, KEEP US FROM GRIEVING THEE. 
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July 26 
1 WILL DESTROY MAN (6:7) 

The terrible resolution which the Lord 
announced and executed was strictly 
merited. From the beginning it had been 
promised that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head (3:15). 
The race was now largely demon pos- 
sessed, and it was only right that they 
should be destroyed, man, woman and 
child. Justice and love could do no less. 
And even if there had not been the Sa- 
tanic element, no one could criticize God 
for taking life when and as He wishes. 
He is the giver and the maintainer of 
life, and He may do what He pleases 
when He pleases. On what grounds 
would you tell God that He can bring 
the end of life to millions of people at 
the end of a “normal” life span, but that 
He may not do it in any other way? Out 
of the way, creature! God is just. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY 
JUSTICE. 


July 27 


NOAH FOUND GRACE (6:8) 


There was no grace in Noah; the grace 
was in the eyes of the Lord. That is true 
of all God’s dealings with man. What is 
there in the sinner that could appeal to 
God? Certainly nothing. Noah was no 
different from any other son of Adam. If 
the grace of God had not restrained him, 





the evil in his heart, which was just as 
great as the evil in the other hearts that 
were destroyed, would have manifested 
itself in a wickedness as great as their 
wickedness. Remember, O soul, that grace 
is in God and: never in the sinner. In 
the eyes of God’s justice all were to be 
seen as corrupt. But it pleased the Lord 
to declare that He would look upon Noah 
in a different way, in the way of grace, 
and simply because it pleased Him thus 
to look upon him. 

LORD, EVER LOOK UPON US IN GRACE. 


July 28 
NOAH WAS A JUST MAN (6:9) 

There was no justice in Noah. When 
we read that Noah was a just man we 
must read it in the light of all of the 
Bible. This means that Noah was a 
justified man. Through rose glasses every- 
thing has a rosy hue. Through blue 
glasses everything has a bluish hue. God 
looks at the sinner through Jesus Christ 
and through Jesus Christ we take on the 
hue of the holiness of Christ. No man is 
just in the sight of God, for by the deeds 
of the law shall no flesh be justified in 
His sight (Rom. 3:20). Noah had been 
quickened by God, and the new life 
within him had turned in faith to be- 
lieve God’s Word about the blood. This 
was his justice. 

LORD, LOOK AT US THROUGH CHRIST. 











The newspaper men of the coun- 
try called the Navy’s face “red” for 
the two weeks that the Mighty Mo 
was on the mud banks of Norfolk 
harbor. The surface of the water 
had evidently looked like a good 
channel but the water was not deep 
enough. So it is that Christians get 
out of the will of God and become 
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castaways (1 Cor. 9:27). Their use- 
fulness is gone and they will be 
ashamed before the Lord at His 
coming, simply because they have 
left the channel of His will to go 
their own way which always must 
lead to grounding. It is not safe 
to follow surface leadings; we 
must be in the Lord’s will. 
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July 29 
PERFECT IN HIS GENERATIONS (6:9) 
The margin reads that he was “up- 
right” in his generations. In other words, 
the life with which God had quickened 
him was in large possession of his being, 
and like his great-grandfather, Enoch, he 
walked with God. It is very important 
that we surrender our wills to the im- 
pulses of the new life which God has 
given us. “To whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness” 
(Rom. 6:16). If you will pray to God 
now, asking that the new life shall stir 
you to action well-pleasing to Him, He 
will answer and lead you on to further 
surrender and triumph. 
LORD, MAY THY LIFE THROB IN US. 


July 30 
GOD SAID UNTO NOAH (6:13) 

To be the confidant of God brings 
messages of joy and messages of despair. 
It is not easy to hear from God that 
one’s whole world is to be destroyed and 
that life is to be committed to a strange 
barque to pass through an unprecedented 


flood. God is ever at work building the 
hearts of His children, and will always 
lead them into the counsels of His own 
judgment after He has shown them the 
heart of His mercy. Throughtout the 
Bible we find God telling His choice ones 
the terrors of His judgment which He is 
about to pour upon the godless. “Surely 
the Lord God will do nothing, but He 
revealeth His secret unto His servants 
the prophets” (Amos 3:7). 

LORD, MAY WE GROW WORTHY TO 
BE ENTRUSTED WITH THY TERRIBLE 
SECRETS. 


July 31 
MAKE THEE AN ARK (6:14) 

Here is a challenge to faith on an 
unprecedented scale. What would you 
do if God commanded you to build an 
18,000 ton ship? When God commands 
the impossible it is, of course, necessary 
that He supply the faith and the growth 
and the maturity of the faith. The work 
in the life of Noah was the greatest work 
that God did in the whole deluge episode. 
Far more power was necessary to fill the 
life of this “preacher of righteousness” 
to undertake this stupendous task than 
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would be exercised in the destruction of 
the world. Spiritual power is always 
greater than physical power. One of the 
greatest acts of faith in the history of the 
world was when Noah reached out his 
hand and took the first tool to build the 
ark. 


LORD, TEACH US REAL FAITH. 


Still Speaking 
(Continued from page 19) 


words, “Spent the day in fasting and 
prayer.” or “I set this day for secret 
tasting and prayer.” He didn’t spend 
hours reading books on the impor- 
tance of prayer and the problems of 
prayer. He prayed. Prayer was his 
daily practice. He knew how to pre- 
vail in prayer, how to bathe all his 
efforts in holy, God-honoring prayer. 
William R. Newell has said, “If you 
would see what God will do in an- 
swer to the persistent praying of one 
man—tread Brainerd’s diary.” His 
whole life seems to have been di- 
vided between preaching and pray- 
ing. 

He was a divinely restless man. 
Edwards declares, “He seemed never 
to be easy, however ill, if he was not 
doing something for God, or in His 
service.” He drove himself relent- 
lessly; nothing would hinder him 
in his quest for the ingathering of 
the souls of his “poor Indians.” No 
allurements of the world, no self- 
indulgent comforts, no high fever, 
no racking, blood-flecked cough 
could keep him from his task for 
Christ. He lived to serve God and 
his whole nature was focused to that 
end. 

He was a humble man. He felt 
keenly his own weaknesses and im- 
perfections and was very sensitive 
to sin. He felt himself so vile and 
insignificant that he could not un- 
derstand why anyone should listen 
to him. Often he records the fact 
that he feels loath to preach because 
he knows himself so well. Constantly 
Brainerd marvels that God has used 
him. 

He was a growing man. One of 
the fascinating aspects of the book is 
the development in this young man’s 
soul. Never satisfied with his spir- 
itual status, he ever presses onward 
to new understanding of God and 
himself. He lost. much of his earlier 
feeling of party spirit. He grew in 
brotherly love, and as he grew in 
grace and love, Brainerd became less 
introspective and more absorbed in 
God and His work. 

He was a faithful man. He kept 
faith with Christ, never ceasing to 
desire conformity to Christ’s image, 
longing for practical holiness in all 
of his life. This man’s life was also 
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marked by faithfulness to God's 
Word. “I could not but feel grati- 
tude to God that He had always 
disposed me, in my ministry, to in- 
sist on the great doctrines of regen- 
eration, the new creature, faith in 
Christ, progressive sanctification, su- 
preme love to God, living entirely to 
the glory of God, and being not our 
own.” Brainerd was also faithful in 
his use of time. “I find it impossible 
to enjoy peace and tranquility of 
mind without a careful improve- 
ment of time.” “Nothing lies heavier 
upon me than the misimprovement 
of time. Certainly I ought to. be en- 
gaged in my work and business to 
the utmost extent of my strength 
and ability.” “Filling up our time 
with and for God is the way to rise 
up and lie down in peace.” _~ 

To give a sense of the style and 
feeling a typical paragraph is 
quoted. “My mind was greatly fixed 
on divine things; my resolutions for 
a life of mortification, continual 
watchfulness, self-denial, seriousness, 
and devotion were strong and fixed. 
My desires were ardent and intense; 
my conscience tender and afraid of 
every appearance of evil. My soul 
grieved with reflection on past lev- 
ity and want of resolution for God. 
I solemnly renewed my dedication 
of myself to God and longed for 
grace to enable me always to keep 
covenant with Him. Time appeared 
very short, eternity near; and a great 
name, either in or after life, together 
with all earthly pleasures and profits, 
but an empty bubble, a deluding 
dream” (p. 148). 


The Glory of Christ 


John Owen (1616-1683) is not a 
familiar name to the average Chris- 
tian today, but he is one of the 
deepest and clearest of the Puritan 
theologians. Alexander Whyte of 
Edinburgh referred to him as “the 
most massive of the Puritan Di- 
vines.” John Owen was not only an 
influential writer, but also a power- 
ful preacher, speaking frequently 
before Cromwell's Parliament. He 
became Dean of Christ’s Church, 
Oxford, then Vice-Chancellor of 
the University. Of his books, Dr. 
Wilbur Smith says in his helpful 
Biographical Sketch of Owen, “au- 
thor of some of the most learned, 
finished theological works, loyal to 
Christ and to the Holy Scriptures 
that have been produced since the 
Reformation.” 

Although Owen was a shrewd con- 
troversialist, this volume has noth- 
ing of the controversial spirit in it. 
This book was Owen’s last work, the 
mature fruit of a life grown old and 
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mellow with Christ. The author 
says that his aim is “to promote the 
strengthening of the faith of true 
believers.” In the reviewer’s mind, 
this aim is admirably accomplished. 

In his preface Owen states his 
purpose to stir believers to “a con- 
tinual contemplation of the glory 
of Christ in His person, office, and 
grace.” He maintains that if we dis- 
charge this duty of meditation on 
the glory of Christ with diligence, 
“it will carry us cheerfully, comfort- 
ably, and victoriously through life 
and death, and all that we have to 
conflict with in either of them.” 

The book is really a series of 
closely reasoned, abundantly rich 
meditations on John 17:24, “Father, 
I will that they also whom Thou hast 
given Me be with Me where I am; 
that they may behold My glory, 
which Thou hast given Me.” The 
basic idea of the book is found in 
this chapter, “I shall lay the founda- 
tion of the ensuing meditations in 
this one assertion: One of the great- 
est privileges and advancements of 
believers, both in this world and un- 
to eternity, consists in their behold- 
ing the glory of Christ. The hearts 
of believers are like the needle 
touched by the lodestone, which can- 
not rest until it comes to the point 
where it is directed. They will ever 
be in motion and restless until they 
come to Him and behold His glory.” 

The author distinguishes the two 
ways of beholding the glory of 
Christ: 1) By faith which is the evi- 
dence of things unseen, 2) By sight 
or immediate vision in eternity (2 
Cor. 5:7). Then follows a medita- 
tion on the glory of Christ as re- 
vealed in His person, for we behold 
“the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” He makes clear the 
fact that the true nature of religious 
unbelief is the failure to discern the 
representation of the glory of God 
in the person of Christ. “It is in 
Christ alone that we have a clear, 
distinct view of the glory of God. 
For Him and Him alone has God 
appointed His representative to us.” 
This sentence would make many of 
our modern preachers appear in 
true light—as unbelievers. 

The glory of Christ is further ex- 
plored in the consideration of his 
unique person: He is God and Man 
in one and the same person. This 
fact of the God-Manhood Owen con- 
siders as the foundation of the 
Church. The glory of our Lord is 
then observed in His work as Media- 
tor, beholding His glory in His 
condescension and in His love, 
shown in His suffering and death. 
Then follows a fine chapter on the 


exaltation of Christ. The glory of 
Christ is next portrayed in the Old 
Testament: in law, in type, in the- 
ophany, in prophecy, and in meta- 
phor. This brings us to the contem- 
plation of the Lord in His close 
relation to the Church and in His 
communication of Himself to be- 
lievers by the Father’s pleasure and 
the Holy Spirit’s activity. 

The work continues with the 
teaching of Christ as the Head of 
all things. This chapter is especially 
enlightening and fresh. After several 
chapters on the differences between 
faith and sight, the book closes with 
a direct appeal to non-Christians to 
come to Christ and to believers to 
contemplate the glory of Christ. 

As I think over this wisdom- 
packed book, several thoughts stand 
out in sharp relief. You cannot di- 
vorce doctrine and life! “It is im- 
possible while Christ is in the eye of 
our faith as proposed in the Gospel, 
but that we shall labor to be like 
Him and greatly love Him. All the 
doctrinal knowledge which we have 
of Him is useless, all the view we 
have of His glory is but fancy, imag- 
ination, or superstition, which are 
not accompanied with this trans- 
forming power” (p. 191). Reason 
can go only s: far! “When it finds 
the object it is fixed on too great 
and glorious to be brought into our 
minds and capacities, it will issue in 
holy admiration, humble adoration, 
and joyful thanksgiving” (p. 109). 
We have time to meditate if we 
want time. “It is to be lamented 
that men can find time for, and 
have inclination to think and medi- 
tate on, other things which are earth- 
ly and vain; but have neither heart, 
nor inclination, nor leisure to medi- 
tate on this glorious object” (p. 87) . 
In a new way I see that the cure for 
spiritual dullness is to behold Christ. 
Constant contemplation of Christ is 
the only relief for spiritual decay. 

It is unfortunate that the editor 
of this volume has stressed the diffi- 
culty of reading it. Some faint hearts 
may postpone the reading of this 
strong, clear book to the detriment 
of their spiritual life. Anyone of 
average intelligence can be richly 
blessed by careful reading of this 
work. The experience may not be 
easy, but it will be rewarding in 
fresh understanding of our Lord 
and in quickened devotion to Him. 
For all its close, forceful reading 
the book is not devoid of beauty; 
many a passage you will read with 
sheer delight again and again. If 
you want to keep self-satisfied and 
spiritually pat, avoid this book like 
the plague. 
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fusion. This thought must be held 
in mind as we read the Gospels. 
When the Lord speaks of the king- 
dom He is not speaking of the same 
thing that He was thinking of when 
He gave Isaiah, Daniel and the other 
prophets the words which they set 
down in their writings. 

It goes without saying that we are 
thinking in terms of the absolute in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. We do 
not hold even for a moment that 
the prophets were groping after 
truth, but rather that they were set- 
ting down revealed truth in the or- 
der, in the terms, and in the very 
words that God desired to have them 
use. Inspiration is that peculiar con- 
trol exercised by the Holy Spirit 
over the hearts and the minds of the 
writers whereby they were kept ab- 
solutely from error in recording old 


facts already known or new facts re- , 


ceived directly by revelation from 
God. All that had been given by 
God as a revelation. The kingdom 
was announced as early as the first 
pages of Genesis when the Lord said 
that the Messiah would come and 
bruise the head of Satan. A deliverer 
was to come who would turn un- 
godliness from Jacob. Men looked 
for this deliverer and it was centuries 
before God revealed that He was not 
to be a mere man but, that He was 
to be the Deliverer, who should not 
only redeem individuals but one day 
would redeem society. In Him were 
all the families of the earth to be 
blessed, but also in Him were all the 
nations of the earth to be blessed. 
That latter prophecy has not been 
fulfilled. Indeed, it will take the re- 
turn of the Lord to bring that salva- 
tion to the earth and to give the note 
for the Hallelujah chorus, “The 
kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
His Christ; and He shall reign for- 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). And 
after this it is that the four and 
twenty elders fall upon their faces, 
worshiping God, and saying, “We 
give Thee thanks, O Lord God AI- 
mighty, which art, and wast; because 
Thou hast taken to Thee Thy great 
power, and hast reigned” (v. 17). 
That this is future is demonstrated 
by the context which states that the 
time of the judgment of the dead is 
come. 

If there were no New Testament, 
most certainly nobody would ever 
have the idea that there would ever 
be anything other than a literal, 
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earthly kingdom. That is written 
on every page of the Old Testament. 
And its fulfillment is announced 
with the blowing of the seventh 
trumpet in the book of Revelation, 
as we have just seen. 

Does the New Testament, then, 
change allthis and nullify the words 
that were spoken by the prophets? 
Peter tells us that the prophets wrote 
down their prophecies and then 
studied diligently to find out what 
they had been writing about. One 
of the things that intrigued them 
especially was the time element in- 
volved in their prophecies. “Of 
which salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched diligently; 
who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you; searching 
what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did signify, when He testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glory that should follow” (1 Pet. 
7:10, 11). And that this may not 
be interpreted spiritually as referring 
to something that has happened dur- 
ing this Church age, or that is hap- 
pening today, is revealed by the con- 
text which is an exhortation to wait 
in hope “for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation 


of Jesus Christ” (v. 13). 

At some future time the Editor 
hopes to present a much more de- 
tailed account of this question, for 
he has in mind the detailed analysis 
and refutation of two or three vol- 
umes which have been published in 
recent years and which have spread 
great confusion because the simple 
principles which we have set out 
simply in above paragraphs have not 
been taken into account. At that 
time we shall probably spend ten 
times this much space in showing 
the Scriptural grounds of a literal 
fulfillment of the kingdom promises. 
At present we have:set forth enough 
to show that the Lord Jesus carefully 
warned us against confusing the two 
totally different positions that are 
set forth in the Word. As flatly as 
it is possible to express a matter in 
language the Lord flies a red flag 
over the parables and says, These are 
not to be interpreted as referring to 
the kingdom promises taught in the 
prophets. This is something new. 
This is something that has been kept 
secret from the foundation of the 
world. 

What was this new thing, un- 
known to the prophets-but now re- 
vealed? The partial answer is set 
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forth in the paragraph that accom- 
panied the preaching of the very first 

arable that came from Jesus’ lips. 
When He had spoken of the sower 
and his seed, the disciples came and 
said unto Him, “Why speakest Thou 
unto them in parables? He answered 
and said unto them, because it is 
given unto you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of Heaven, but to 
them it is not given. For whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance; but 
whosoever hath not, from him shall 
be taken away even that he hath. 
Therefore speak I to them in para- 
bles; because they seeing, see not; 
and hearing they hear not, neither 
do they understand” (Mt. 13:10-13) . 

Let us be honest with this. para- 
graph and that which we have al- 
ready quoted from this same chap- 
ter. They simply are not talking 


about the same thing. Nothing could 
be more plainly stated. I am open- 
ing my mouth in parables and I am 
telling you absolutely new things, 
things that have been kept secret 
from the foundation of the world. 
Therefore when I speak of the 
mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven, 
do not take the word kingdom and 
use it as though it could have but 
one possible application. 

If we paraphrase the central verse 
of the quotation, we may understand 
it better. For whosoever hath new 
life in Christ, to him shall be given 
spiritual understanding of the pur- 
pose and plan of God, and he shall 
have more abundance of light and 
knowledge. But whosoever hath not 
new life in Christ from him shall be 
taken away even that common sense 
that might make him a master phi- 
losopher or thinker in some other 
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realm of thought. Therefore, the 
way of understanding is through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

They had never heard a parable 
before that day when he stood in the 
boat offshore to use a little of the 
water as a moat to protect Himself 
from the crushing of the crowd. The 
disciples had been very near to Him 
and now He was speaking in a way 
that they did not understand. Why? 
Why? Why? 

Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom. 
What are the mysteries of the king- 
dom? The Greek word musterion 
does not mean anything that is 
mysterious. Many words have left 
their original meanings and are now 
applied in other ways with different 
words coming in to take the place 
of the word that lost its first mean- 
ing. A direct parallel may be found 
in the Greek word martus. This 
word in its original usage meant “a 
witness” and it is so used in Acts 
1:8, “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” 
As the centuries passed the true wit- 
nesses for Christ were so often put to 
death that the term stopped meaning 
a witness and used to describe some- 
one who died for his faith. Thus a 
martyr is someone who suffers for 
the truth. When the word “martyr” 
had passed over to this second mean- 
ing the original idea needed a word 
to express it and thus the word “wit- 
ness” arose. 

In the same way the word “mys- 
tery” in its Greek form expressed 
the idea of something that was hid- 
den and secret. We can easily under- 
stand how the idea of mysteriousness 
became attached to the word, so that 
now it is used for a detective story 
or to describe a problem in crime 
whose origins are unsolved. As soon 
as the secret is revealed no more 
mystery is involved in the story. Some 
time ago I saw a cartoon that showed 
the usher of a movie theater ejecting 
a small boy, carrying him past a 


long line of people waitng for the. 


next show. The boy was crying out, 
“The butler did it; the butler did 
it.” Probably a lot of people wanted 
to turn away and do something else. 
What was the use of sitting through 
two hours of watching when there 
was no possible element of suspense 
or mystery? 

In the same way, the revelation of 
the truth that Christ has given us 
concerning His kingdom has re- 
moved any mystery from it, and the 
New Testament usages of the word 
now proclaim elements in the plan 
of God that can be perfectly well 
known and understood because they 
have been unveiled by the revelation 
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of the mystery. 

Everyone who heard the Lord 
speak of the kingdom had a concept 
in his mind of an earthly kingdom. 
It was necessary for the Lord to con- 
vey certain ideas to those who should 
be His followers, and He did not 
want the unregenerate masses to 
enter into the secrets of His knowl- 
edge. He therefore spoke in parables 
and said, I am now revealing new 
concepts about the kingdom. It has 
a secret aspect. There is something 
new that you are to know about My 
kingdom, something that has never 
before been revealed. What I have 
to say does not destroy all that has 
been taught, it is the revelation of 
new and additional phases which 
will give you great joy. What these 
elements are we shall see, the Lord 
willing, in another phase of this 
study. 


To the Separated Ones 
(Continued from page 15) 


The noun and verb infer a media- 
tor, one who can bring irreconcilables 
together. Sin and holiness being op- 
posed, man and God were separated 
from each other; man, as an enemy, 
God in wrath. “. . . There is one God 
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and one Mediator between God and 
man, the Man Christ Jesus; who gave 
Himself a ransom for all to be testified 
in due time” (1 Tim. 2:5, 6). 

The Mediator who brought peace 
was the God-Man, Jesus Christ. By 
His death He removed the barrier be- 
tween man and God. By His resurrec- 
tion He provides man with a righteous- 
ness which makes him fit company for 
God. Thus “peace with God” which 
causes us to sing: 

My sin, O the bliss of that glorious thought, 
My sin, not in part but the whole 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O, my soul! 
And from “peace with God” we have 
the “peace of God” which robs us of 
all anxiety and fear. Grace, peace, for 
us, from the Father and the Son, how 
wonderful! 

No, not “the Father,” but “our Fa- 
ther!” In the cross we are not only 
forgiven, we are not only justified, but 
we are given a new Relation—God, as 
our Heavenly Father. Our blessed 
Lord Himself makes this announce- 
ment to us. Speaking of His ascension 
He says: “. . . I ascend unto my Fa- 
ther, and your Father, and to my God, 
and your God” (John 20:17). We can- 
not begin to appreciate what this 
means. I may contemplate God as my 
Creator; I may fearfully look forward 
to meeting God as my Judge; but 
never. can I behold Him as my Father. 
As a sinner | have nothing in common 
with Him nor He with me. But in 
Christ, without a cause, God makes it 
possible for Him to be my Father and 
for me to call Him “Daddy!” (Rom. 
8:15). May. God give us to see the 
place we have in His heart. 


This experience of “grace and peace” 
is bestowed upon us not only by the 
Father, but jointly by the Son. Only 
Deity could thus work together. Only 
Jesus the Son of God could join in 
such bestowal. “He who became poor” 
showers the riches of His grace upon 
us. This fellowship on the part of the 
Father and the Son in our behalf is 
clearly expressed by Paul: “He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He- not 
with Him also freely give us all things” 
(Rom. 8:32). As though that were 
not enough for the Father and the Son 
to bless us we learn that we are invited 
into their fellowship. “That which we 
have seen and heard, declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with His Son, 
Jesus Christ. And these things write 
we unto you, that your joy may be 
full (1 John 1:3, 4). 

Brethren, we have a privilege. Let 
us use it! Let us now begin to fellow- 
ship with the Father and the Son. As 


separated ones in the Word, let us be 
faithful in Christ Jesus. Let us live 
gratefully in our benediction of grace 
and peace. 

Let us, with yielded hearts, prepare 
ourselves for rich blessing as we study 
further this wonderful letter. 


For Parents 
(Continued from page 9) 


come to years, it may put thee in 
mind, after I am gone, of that which 
was done for thee in the first mo- 
ment of thy coming into the world.” 

It is possible to teach children so 
much when they are very young. It 
is not without cause that the Jesuits 
say that if they have a child until 
he is seven, they do not care who 
has him after that. The Hindu 
priests put the age at five by which 
time the character of the individual 
is set. Parents of several children 
often speak of the characteristics 
that differ sharply between children 
in the same family and the Bible 
says “even a child is known by his 
doings.” 

Let me give an example or two of 
this fact. I know of a certain family 
who began to train their first baby 
when that baby was not more than 
three or four hours old. The child 
had been put down in the nursery 
and was brought back to the moth- 
er’s breast for its first feeding. The 
little body lay there and all of the 
instinct of nature was working with- 
in’ as its mouth was open and its 
head turning as it was seeking to 
find the breast that was so near. At 
that moment the father leaned over 
the bed and put his fingers over the 
child’s eyes and asked the blessing 
on the food of which the child was 
about to partake. The mother fol- 
lowed the same procedure at every 
feeding. When the child was weaned 
there was always the blessing. The 
child had literally never known the 
taste of food without the asking of 
the blessing. 

When the child was about eleven 
months old, she was sitting in her 
high chair one evening about five 
o'clock. It was time for the evening 
feeding and the child was then to be 
put to bed while the mother and 
father were to have the privilege of 
going for a motor ride with friends, 
as they did not themselves own a 
car. The mother was a little hur- 
ried as the car was already at the 
door. She had heated the formula 
and stood beside the high chair test- 
ing the temperature with a drop of 


45 














the food on the back of her hand. 
Whether or not the father called out 
that she was to hurry, the mother 
took the first spoonful and put it to 
the child’s mouth. The child reached 
up her hand and pushed the spoon 
away, spilling the food, but in the 
same instant covering her eyes: with 
her two little fists, bowing her head 
and saying, “Blub, blub, blub, blub, 
blub, blub, blub.” She then opened 
her eyes and with a wide smile and 
open mouth leaned towards the food. 
It was a lesson that was not forgot- 
ten. 

It is the duty of parents to seek to 
establish as many Christian habit 
patterns in a child as is humanly 
possible. All this nonsense about 
letting a child grow up and decide 
for itself is positive sin. You wouldn’t 
allow a child to grow up and decide 
for itself whether or not it would 
like to know how to read and write. 
Even the government forces parents 
to send their children to school, or to 
give them the equivalent in learning 
opportunities. The state says, in 
short, that there are certain things 
over which the child has no choice, 
but which are so important that 
laws are made to protect a child 
against the neglect of instilling cer- 
tain truths into the mind during the 
years that are important for such 
work. How much more early 
training is needed in the spiritual 
realm. “Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it” (Prov. 
22:6). The child may have some 
wandering days but the wandering 
simply cannot get too far away from 
the truth that has been placed in its 
mind and heart. 

Many parents have realized their 
responsibility in such matters. The 
“Story of the Bible Society,” that 
most interesting account of the ori- 
gin and development of the great 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
has a most delightful story that illus- 
trates our point. The author, Can- 
ton, quotes the letter of a contribu- 
tor, written in 1878: “I made my boy 
put a penny into the Bible Box when 
he was exactly twelve minutes old. 
I think we may safely claim for him 
the honor of being the youngest sub- 
scriber to the Bible Society’s funds.” 
If this act was followed through the 
years with a teaching of self-denial 
and of responsibility for generous 
participation in the work of needy 
causes, the gesture was a good one. 

God knoweth the hearts, but since 
the incident took place in 1878, we 
may add now, without fear of hurt- 
ing anyone’s feelings, that there 
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might have been a psychological de- 
sire for a little limelight on the part 
of the parents or the father at least, 
and that the letter and the publicity 
might have undone, and more than 
undone, the good that was begun by 
establishing a habit of kindness and 
generosity. At twelve minutes the 
child may not have known the mo- 
tives of the parents, but by the time 
he was six or seven he felt them and 
by the time he was in his teens he 
could comprehend and express them. 
By then he knew whether the Bible 
Box was a display ornament, with a 
clipping about the incident pasted 
on its side, or whether it was the 
fragrant home of sacrifice. 

There is another story, this time 
about a mother’s thoughts when her 
child was born, that can be a bless- 
ing. The baby later grew up to be a 
bishop in the Church of England, 
known as a very godly man. On the 
24th of August, 1816, the day the 
child was born, his mother wrote on 
a blank leaf in her New Testament, 
“Again I have received richly the 
support and mercy of my Lord. O 
bind my heart and future life to 
Thee and to Thy service forever. 
Sanctify this Thy new and precious 
gift to us; teach us that we may be 
enabled through Thy grace to train 
our child in the way wherein it 
ought to go. O adopt it, blessed 
Jesus, into Thy family on earth; and 
may it be partaker of eternal glory 
hereafter. Amen.” 

Certainly a child born and 
brought up in such an atmosphere 
had a much better opportunity of 
becoming a strong child of God than 
one born to a famed British zoolo- 
gist, P. H. Gosse, 1810-1888, who re- 
corded in his diary the birth of his 
son, “Sept. 21, 1849. E. had a son. 
Received green swallow from Ja- 
maica.” 

The coming of a child into a fam- 
ily can be a great incentive to a de- 
vout and holy life, if it be realized 
that only the help of God can enable 
the parents to live rightly before the 
child and to bring the child up in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. A century ago, in Britain, the 
works of a minor authoress, Mrs. 
Sherwood, were very popular. She 
wrote of the birth of her first child, 
Mary Henrietta, “Oh, my God, most 
earnestly I pray Thee to make this 
sweet child Thine own. I ask not 
riches, nor grandeur, nor beauty, nor 
worldly happiness for this my baby; 
but I ask of Thee most earnestly, O 
Lord, that she may hereafter dwell 
among Thy saints. -Oh, my God, 
hear the prayer of Thy poor servant, 
for my Saviour’s sake.”” Then she 
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wrote, “After the birth of my babe, 
on the joy of her bestowal on us, her 
father, then Paymaster of the 53rd 
Regiment, who up to that time had 
disregarded all thoughts of a future 
state, came to me and doubled my 
happiness and gratitude to God by 
saying, in the moment of his thank- 
fulness, that he would now read the 
Bible to me every day. And from 
promise was 
kept.” 

And at some later time, if the 
Lord will, I shall hope to add a few 
paragraphs here on the subject of 
that family altar which the young 
soldier established when his first 
child was born. 


“Then Came Jesus. . .” 
(Continued from page 7) 


opens and no man shuts, and shuts 
and no man opens. When Paul was 
in his second missionary journey he 
found that the Holy Spirit shut sev- 
eral doors which he had thought of 
entering. Where should he go next? 
Then came Jesus, the doors being 
shut, and through the vision of the 
man of Macedonia showed him the 
door He had opened in Europe. 

Many may be perplexed about 
their sphere of service for the Lord. 
Many doors may seem closed for 
them. But our Lord will always 
come and open the right door at the 
right time for those who are looking 
for His guidance. And when we 
think of many lands today closed to 
the Gospel and others in danger of 
closing, let us remember that our 
Lord can enter in even through 
closed doors and that He has the 
power to open and no man can shut. 

The Lord Jesus often comes to 
another shut door which He wants 
to enter, but .which we must open, 
and this we must do before He can 
open any door for us. “Behold I 
stand at the door and knock; if any 
man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him” (Rev. 
3:20). Oh, wondrous condescension 
that He, the risen, living, and exalt- 
ed Saviour, stands as a suppliant 
knocking at the door of our hearts. 
Have we opened the door and let 
Him in? 

The essential thing in our Chris- 
tian experience is not giving up this 
or that, not doing this or that, not 
believing this or that, but opening 
the door of our heart that He may 
come in. It means the yielding of 
our will to Him. 

Wrong ideas may keep the door 
shut. Once, in England, a clergyman 
had a sum of money to give away in 
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charity. He thought he would take 
it to a poor old woman named Betty. 
But when he arrived at her house 
and knocked at her door there was 
no response, though he knocked 
loud and long. It was discovered 
afterwards that Betty thought it was 
the man who came for the rent, and 
as she did not have it she would not 
open the door. 

When Christ comes it is to bring 
us all that we need for our life and 
service. He comes to cleanse our 
hearts from sin and fill us with 
Himself. He comes to reign in our 
hearts and make our lives a blessing 
both to ourselves and to others. Oh, 
may we not keep Him waiting long- 
er, but may we open the door and 
let Him in. 

Come in, O come! The door stands open 
now; 

I know Thy voice, Lord Jesus, it was Thou; 

The sun has set long since; the storms 
begin; 

’Tis time for Thee, my Saviour, O come 
Ee) save 


Come, not to find, but make this troubled 
heart 

A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art; 

To chase the gloom, the terror and the sin; 

Come, all Thyself, yea come, Lord Jesus in! 


Science and the Saviour 
(Continued from page 6) 


Through the Saviour, not through 
science, we can take advantage of the 
wonderful faculty and facility of 
faith, for in this faculty and facility 
through Christ is the solution for all 
our lite problems—and by these 
through Christ we receive “the as- 
surance of things hoped for the sub- 
stantiation of things not seen.” 

In other words, let us apprehend 
that the world’s Saviour Himself, 
not science, is our fullness and that 
He wants to become immediately 
that which is most necessary for the 
demands of our days—strength to 
the weak, calmness to the unnerved, 
poise to the unbalanced, patience to 
the impatient, wisdom to the un- 
wise, graciousness to the grouchy, 
love to the unlovely, magnanimity to 
the penurious, courage to the timid, 
power to the powerless, optimism to 
the pessimistic, plenitude to the im- 
poverished, and victory over sinful 
selfhood to the self-asserting and self- 
righteous who see the mote in their 
brother’s eye but not the beam in 
their own eyes. To whom shall we 
go? To science? No. To the Saviour 
who has the words of eternal life, 
who says: “I am the Light of the 
World: he that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life’ (John 8:12), who 
says: “If any man serve Me, him will 
My Father honor” (John 12:26). 
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Books Needed 


The Rev. Robert Bates, graduate of 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 
and pastor of the First Christian 
Church of Lapur, R. D. 2, Marathon, 
New York, underwent the loss of his 
church building by fire. His study was 
in the church and his library was com- 
pletely lost with the exception of half 
a dozen books. Anyone who has some 
good Christian books he would like to 
contribute to a young minister who 
has undergone such a loss, might send 
him a postcard with the names of the 
books, and he could answer, choosing 
any that he does not have. They that 
are strong ought to bear the infirmi- 
ties of the weak. 
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13 


An unemployed _boiler-maker 
asks for prayer: “Do not get the idea 
I am complaining, for I know that 
the Lord knows my circumstances 
and by His grace, I can live above 
my circumstances. So my request is 
that the Lord will lead me in this 
matter and that I may not fail to 
exercise faith in Him. ‘Godliness 
with contentment is great gain.’ 
Proverbs 3:5, 6, Philippians 4:19.” 
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A mother in Pittsburgh asks for 
prayer for her daughter who has mar- 
ried a Catholic that she may be aroused 
from her indifference and be the 
means of leading her husband to 
Christ. She is concerned also for an- 
other of her daughters who is unsaved 
and uninterested in the things of 
Christ. 
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Pray for a music director of a 
church in the Bronx who has been 
forced to give up her music and her 
teaching of a class in released time 
school because of an illness which has 
caused partial paralysis. She writes 
“T know that if it is His will, I will be 
healed and be able to return to my 
work . . . I also know that this illness 
has kept me close to His side, much 
closer than ever before. Will you pray 
for me?” 


16 


A teacher who has been living with 
her sister’s family must choose either 
to move to another town with them or 
stay where she is alone, a prospect she 
does not anticipate with joy. She 
writes: “I have committed it unto the 
Lord, trusting Him that He will let me 
make no mistake in coming to a de- 
cision. Will you join me in prayer 
about it?” 
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We've got two new one 


* courses, that is... 


Just born, but healthy and doing nicely. That's the way we like to describe 
the two new courses of study that have been added to the already strong 
academic program of The King’s College. 


A TWO YEAR SECRETARIAL COURSE may be taken as a separate course 
of study or can be readily combined with other subjects to complete a 
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& A MAJOR COURSE IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION will train and prepare 
Christian young men and women for teaching and coaching positions 
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